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LETTER I. 
To Mr, . 


a 


My very dear Brother, 


Rejoyce in the Lord with you, and bleſs Him 
for his great Goodneſs towards you. It glads 
my Heart, that the Work of Faith is carry'd 
on with Power in your Soul, and that you are 
favour'd with the full Aſſurance of Faith, Oh my 
dear Brother, how holy ſhould we be, that can ſay, - 
My Beloved is mine, 1 Jam His ! What a Debt of 
Love do we owe to the Lord our Lover, Jzsus! Oh 
that we may watch continually, againſt all the Ef- 
forts of our Lord's Enemies, and in all Things to 
behave as his Friends! And whenever we fail, oh 
may we look again, upon Him whom we have pierced, 
and mourn, and be in Bitterneſs for Him, as for a 
Firſt-born, as for an only Son! Well it is for us, that 
there is a Fountain ſet open for Sin, and for Unclean- 


wo for the ry of David, and for the Inhabitants 
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' Clean and ſtrong; as the Sheep of Chriſt, 
his Voice, to fellow Him our great Shepherd, the 


Succeſs.—I would gladly be remembred to the dear 


this is the Will of the Father, that 
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of Jeruſalem, to waſh in. For, alas, how often do 


we contract Defilement! But the cleanſing Blood of 
Chriſt, being of eternal Efficacy, upon every freſh 
Application thereto, we. go up again from the waſhing, 
that hear 


amb once ſacrificed for us, even whitherſoever He 
gocib: In all thoſe Paths of Duty, whick He has 
mark'd out for us, by his great Example and Com- 
mand. And God our Father, is always the God of 
Peace unto us in CHRIS TH; that multiphes Grace and 
Peace towards us, that extends the ſame like a River, 
a full, free, lowing River! — This then is our 
Work, my Brother, that we ſhould always be con- 
cern'd _ ; to fear the Loxp and bis Goodneſs : 


And under the glorious Influence of his Mercies, to 


preſent our Bodies a living Sacrifice, boly, acceptable 
unto God, by Feſus Chriſt. . Are we among the Elec- 


. tion, that obtain Salvation, while the Ref are 


blinded? Oh diſtinguiſhing Grace to us! How 
greatly are we beloved ! And how holy ſhould we be 


as the Fle# of God! 


Much it rejoiced my "ey to have that the 


Lord's Work in, awakening Sinners, and reviving 


Saints, is carried on with you, Oh may you ſtill /ze 
greater Things than theſe! My dear Love- to dear 
Mr. H. and to his Fellow-Labourers ip the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, * I. heartily- wiſh them all Aſſiſtance and 


Souls that are under Concern, What they muſt do to be ; 
ſaved: Tell them from me, This is bf Work of God, 


that they. believe. on Him whom He hath ſent, That 


if they 8 to the Saviouk, they ſhall live. For 
whoſoever ſeeth 
the Son, and. 10 wh: on . Mis not DO 
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have everlaſting Life.—!I rejoice that our Lord is on 
his Way. He comes, He comes quickly ! He is ga- 
thering in his own by Grace. And when that Work 
is done; we ſhall' ſee our Saviour, and all appear 
with Hin in Glory, Lord, haſten that bright Day ! 
Let thy Kingdom come, and thy Will be done on Earth, 
as it is in Heaven 

My dear Love to your Children. Tell them from 
| me, That Jeſus Chriſt receives Sinners, and invites 
them to come unto Him. That his Arms of Grace 
ſtand wide open in the Goſpel to receive them; that if 
they come not to Him, they muſt perf for cu]. 
Oh may they bear bis Voice, and come in to Chrift;* 
to their everlaſting Salvation by Him! — I requeſt - 
your Prayers; and with dear Love, am, 


Ever yours, 


LE 1 II. 
To Mrs. — 


| uh toe Fri ad, 


ROM. Sympathy with you in your preſent Di- 
ſtreſs, I would write a Line to tell you, That 

Hy SaviouR's Bowels, yern towards diſtreſſed Souls. 

Oh, are you a miſerable Sinner? CHrrsT is a merciful 

Saviote. Are you a helpleſs Creature? CHRIST has 

an Almighty Arm, to ſave to the uttermaſt. Are you 
bound with the Cords and Fetters of Sin; CHRIST has 
Power to forgive Sins. He can ſay to yob, Be Jooſed - 
from thine Iniquities ; ; from the Guile, the Burden, the 

Power of Sin. Are yen tempred-and- afflifted by Sa- 


tan? CHRIS can relieve all that are oppreſſed of the 
Devil. We have not an High ro bat cannot be 
CT | pot” A 


161 
touched -with the Feeling of our Infirmities ; But was 
in all Points tempted like as we are; And in that He 
Himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, He is able, from 
an infinite Sympathy, an infinite Merit, and an infi- 
nite Power, 10 ſuccour them that are tempted. Are 
you filled with terrible Fears of the Vengeance of 
eternal Fire? Jesus can deliver you from the Wrath 
which is to come. Do you want Peace with God, and 
Peace of Conſcience? The Blood of CnhRISTH hath 
made Peace for, and can give it to, the very chief of 
Sinners, Is your Heart ſore broken? Ixsus can heal 
it. Are you in all Reſpects, a moſt miſerable, needy, 
imprifon'd Sinner? CHRIST is a SAVIOUR, juſt ſuch 
a one as you need. That hath all Fulneſs, that hath 
it for us, that is willing to communicate, that de- 
lighteth in Mercy, and that in infinite Faithfulneſs 
to his Promiſe, will in no wiſe caſt out, any poor 
Soul that comes unto Him for Salvation. And this 
SAVIOUR, who is mizhiy to ſave, is an authoriz'd 
Saviour, For, Him hath God ihe Father ſealed: 
Appointed, authoriz'd, commiſſion'd to ſave Sinners 
unto the uttermoſt : From the utmoſt of their Di- 
ſtreſſes, to the utmoſt of their Deſires, from the 
deepeſt Miſery, to the higheſt Glory. The Spirit of 
the Lok p (faith He) is upon me: Becauſe He bath 
anointed me to preach glad Tidings to the Poor, to bind 
up the broken hearted, to proclaim Liberly to the Cap- 
tives, and the opening of the Priſon unto them#hat are 
Bound. To proclaim the acceptable Year of the Lok p. 
— That is, The Tear of the LORPD's Releaſe, the 
Fubilee of the glorious Goſpel , which ſets forth Sin- 
ners, poor Bondſlaves, free, and makes them inherit 
all Things, in Grace and Glory, for Time, and for 
Eternity. 
And lo, Now is the accepted Time, now 1s the Day 
of Salvation. The Day of Grace is not paſt with yor, 
; nor 
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nor with any Soul, that hath the leaſt Defire 10 find 
Mercy. It is now, now, with you ſtill. The Voice 
of the Goſpel unto you is, To- Day, after ſo long a 
Time; To-Day, if you will bear bis Voice, harden not 
your Heart, Heb. 4. 7. Oh turn not away from the 
dear SAVIOUR, who moſt lovingly invites you to 
come unto Him, even you, as it were by Name: 
Saying, Come unto me all ye that labour, and are 
beavy-laden ;, and I will give you Reft, Matt. 11. 28. 
Oh come, dear Soul, and tell the Lord Jeſus all your 
Griefs. For Compaſſion, there is none lite Him. 
Shew before Him all your Burdens ; his own kind 
Hand, will take them off your Shoulders. Oh come 
and ſee, how good, how gracious, how mighty to 
ſave, the Loxp the Saviour is! And how faithful 
He is to his Promiſe, I will give you Reft.—1 will in 
no wiſe caſt out ! &c. Oh ſay not in Unbelief, There 
is no Mercy for me; but come to CHRIST and ſee. 
Come, ſee what the Saviour will ſay, to you, if 
his Mercy will not bid you./zve. Yea, come, tho 
you have done as evil Things as you could; tho' laden 
with innumerable Sins, Griefs and Fears. For the 
SAVIOUR will abundantly pardon, abundantly com- 
fort, abundantly deliver, and in all Reſpects, will do 
for you more exceeding abundantly than you can aſe or 
think ! Oh return unto the LorD, with a who can 
tell but He may be gracious ? Thouſands of Souls have 
found Mercy, that came to the Throne of Grace, 
only with a Peradventure that they might find it; 
tho* attended with innumerable Fears that they 
ſhould not. Yea, let me ſay, never did any Soul 
periſh, that caſt itſelf down at the Say1ouR's Feet, 
in all its Miſery, to find Mercy; nor ever ſhall, even 
to the World's End. Mercy reigns, Mercy triumphs, 
Mercy rejoiceth againft Judgment. I will be merciful 
OE 1 10 
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3 their Unrighteouſneſs, faith. the Lon D, and their 
r Sins, and their Iniquities, will I remember no more, 
This is God's new Covenant of Free Grace in Chriſt. 
And He calls poor Sinners to come .unto Him, and 
| - promiſeth to make it with hem. He bids them lay 
hold on His Covenant, when juſt ready to ſink into 
Perdition. An-i unto every Soul that ftretcheth out 
the Hand of Faith, however feeble and weak its Mo- 
tion may be, to embrace the Promiſe of God's Free 
Grace in Chriſt; unto that Soul He gives. his Son, . 
and eternal Life in Him. Cnr1sT is held forth in 
| the free Promiſe of the Goſpel, on Purpoſe for poor 
Sinners to receive and embrace Him. He is exalted 
high, as the only Saviou, that miſerable Sinners, 
from the Ends of the Earth, Souls that are at the 
| greateſt Diſtance from God, might 'look unto Him, 
and be ſaved. It is the Jeckiwed Will. of Gop, That 
| periſhirig Sinners ſhould believe on CHRIST, the ſent 
Saviour; and that believing, they ſhould have Life! 
thro". bis Name. That they ſhould believe there is 
Salvation, a free, a full, an everlaſting Salvation in 
 Cnrisr, for the chief of Sinners ; that they ſhould 
caſt themſelves upon Him for it, into his Arms, 
| down at his Feet, to obtain it: And that thus Se- 
lieving, they ſhould n periſh, but have everlaſting 
Life. — And as hearing af Goſpel of Chriſt, is God's | 
appointed Means for the begetting and nouriſhing of 
Faith in the Souls of poor Sinners; it. is our Duty, 
in this Ordinance, as well as in private Prayer, Con- 
verſe with Chriſtian Friends, Cc. to ſeek. Jzsvs. 
For, Bleſſed (faith our Lord) is the Man that heareth 
me, 0. Daily at: my Gates, waiting at the 7 
of my Daors. For whoſo findeth me, findeth Life, and 
1 hall obtain Favour of the Loxp, Prov. 8. 34, 35. 
I Wherctore, my dear Friend, be intreated to ſeek I Esus, 
to 
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5 ſeck bim in all the Ways of his Appdintment. 
To feek firſt the Kingdom of 2 od, and the Righteouſ- 
5 thereof; and all other Things ſhall be added unto 
you.. For. the Lord God the Saen) is a Sun 
and Shield: He will give Grace and Glory: No good 
Tbing will He withhold from them that 4 uprightly, 
Pſ. 84. 11. And that we may be uprigbt Walkers, 
we muſt come to Chriſt, as poor Sinners. And 
bleſſed be God, that there is Room for us to come 
as fuch. Since Jeſus died for Sinners, and God will 
be gracious unto every Soul, that Tomes at his Call, 
and ſeeks for that Mercy thro* CnRIST, which He 
hath promifed to beſtow. — Haſte then, my deir 
Friend, haſte to CRS, the City of Refuge, that 
glorious Hope ſet before you in the Goſpel. The 
City: Gates, the Heart and Arms of Chriſt, ſtand 
wide open, to receive and embrace you. The Way 
is prepar'd by Free Grace, and the Stumbling-blocks, 
from your own Sinfulneſs and Unworthineſs, ate 
taken up. Run then by Faith, flee for your Life; 
while the glorious Promiſes and Declarations of 
Grace, ſtand on each Side of you, all pointing unto 
CarisT; as ſo many Hands in the Way of the 
Ma#ſlayer for his Direction, with this, Toſcription, 
Refuge! Refuge! * Flee, Soul, - haſte thee unto 
CHRIST, in whom thou wilt be for ever ſafe, 
from the Avenger of Blood that purſues thee. 
For, by Him all that believe are juſtified from all 
Things, from whith they could not be juſtified by 
the Law of Moſes. And, in this Loxp the Sa- 
vIOuR; the chief of Sinners, ſhall be ſaved with 
an everlaſting Salvation, and fhall not be aſhamed 
nor confounded, World without End. — That you, 
my dear Friend, by the Drawings. of the Faber, 
B may 


he 


h e 0 


—— r 
may come to CHRIST ; unto your preſent Peace and 
Joy, and everlaſting Glory: is the earneſt Deſite ol 
8 „ Your affetsi e Friend, 
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e Mr. T—y. 


4 K and 5 onour'd Brother in the Lor 4. 


\F Ours I receiv'd, and return Thanks. I rejoice 

with you for the Advancement of our Lord's 
Kingdom and Glory in the Increaſe of his willing 
Subjects, where he hath called you to labour in has 
bleſſed Goſpel.— The Account you gave me, of the 
Lord's blefling my poor Books at Br ——— , &c. 
thro' his gracious Influence upon my Heart, melted 
me down into Tears of humble Joy before him, and 
engag'd me to give Glory unto the God of all Grace. 
— | ſympathize with you, my dear Brother, under 
your preſent Affliction, of a lifeleſs Frame of Soul, 
* which” (in ſome Degree) comes upon you.“ I am 
glad. you dread it; that is your great Mercy. The 
Lord preſerve the Fear of ſlumbring and ſleeping in 
your Heart! While that prevails, there will be 
ſtriving againſt carnal Security, and wreſtling. with 
God for quickning Grace, to maintain and increaſe 
your Spirituality. As in Nature, when Perſons go 
to Sleep, they diſband all Cares, and compoſe them- 
ſelves to Reſt ; ſo in Grace, when Perſons once grow 
careleſs, and indulge to ſpiritual Slumber and Sleep; 
they are preſently overcome therewith; - And. 1 

5 | | natura 
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natural Sleep, which is the Image of Death, the na- 
tural Senfes are boùnd up and reſtrained from their 
proper-Exerciſe; ſo in ſpiritual Sleep, the Life of 
Grace in Believers, is as to its Exerciſe, prevailed 
over by the Death of Sin, that dwells and works in 
them, and their ſpiritual Senſes are rendred inactive 
towards thoſe glorious Objects, about which - they 
ought to be converſant, Natural Sleep indeed, in 
due Meaſure, as to the prefent State of our frail Bo- 
dies, is neceſſary and uſeful for the Preſervation of 
our natural Life. But ſpiritual Sleep, directly tends 
to the Deſtruftion of our - ſpiritual Life; it preys 
upon out Graces and Comer, and eats up the 
Vitals of Chriſtianity. While we fleep ſpiritually, 
we loſe our Time, our precious Opportunities of 
growing in Grace, and in the Knowles of Chriſt ; 
of being uſeful to others, both Saints ah Sinners, in 
our Generation; of glorifying God in this World; 
and ſo far as we yield to it, we loſe of that Crown 
of Glory, which we ſhould otherwiſe receive at our 
Lord's Appearing. And therefore, we have Reaſon 
to dread ſpiritual Slumber; and in the Uſe of 
alt appointed Means, at our Lord's Command, to 
watch: That our Lights may be burning, our Loins 
girded, and ourſelves like Men that wait for their 
Lord. And eſpecially ought we to watch, ſince to 
excite us to Diligence, our Lord faith, A! ſuch an 
Flour as you think not, the Son of Man cometh _— 
I well know, my dear Brother, that we can't hold 
our own Souls in Life. But by our Neglect of fre- 
quent ſecret Prayer unto God, reading of his Word, 
and Meditation thereon, - we doubtleſs may, and 
many Times do, provoke the Lord to with- hold 
from us the quickning Influences of his Grace. 
And however from his free, rich, - all-overflowing 
u B 2 Mercy, 
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Merey, he is pleaſed to over: rule our Deadriefs, to 
Mew aus more of gur own. Nothingneſs, and of our 
continual Need of his All: ſufficient Grace; to teach 
us greater Humility, and Sympathy with others ; 
to make us ſet a higher Value upon the Life-giving 
Influences of his Holy Spirit, when he is pleaſed to 
regis upon our Souls afreſh ; and ſo to give him all 
the Glory of gur ſpiritual Life and Uſefulneſs, in its 
Maintenance and Increaſe, as well as in its Begin- 
ning: Yet let us beware of this great Sin, this deadly 
Evil of ſpiritual Sleep. Let us not lie down, loving 
io ſfumber, For hereby a deep Sleep, ere we are 
aware, by inſenſible and increaſivg Degrees, will 
ſoon fall upon ug. And if we thus fall aſleep, the 
Lord in his Fatherly Diſpleaſure, may juſtly as a Re- 
. bus of our Negligence, withdraw the ſweet Shines 
of his glorious Face from us, and give us up to a 
dark, and comfortleſs Frame of Spirit, and to a life- 
| lefs, fruitleſs Heart and Conyerſation.— But an the 
other Hang, when we find ſpiritual Drowſineſs be- 
gin to ſeize us; if we attempt our Duty in the 
Lord's Strength, to ſtir up ourſelves, and call upon 
our God, we ſhall find, that drawing..nigh unte Gad, 
with our frequent Requeſts, He will draw vigh una 
us with, his quickning Grace. This is God's, uſaal 
Way of ſhewing Mercy to his People. — But if we 
| zould not inſtantly meet with the deſit'd Mercy; 
yet let us follow hard after God in the Way of- our 
Duty. For hereby our; Father will be glorified, And 
if for a- While, he ſhquld in a Way of Sovereignty, 
hide his Face from us; it will delight his Heart, to 
ſee us as his dear Children, frequent his Thrane with 
dur repeated Requeſts, for the renewed; Bleſſings af 
our Father;s Loye. And down he; will pour them 


vpon us in Abundance. - If for a Seaſon he * 
as F the 
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the Anſwer: of our Prayers, we may - be afſur'd, white 
we keep ſecking of him, that we mall not ſeek Him 
in vain, That he is but preparing greater Mercy 
for us, and preparing us to reteive it, at a Time 
when it ſhall be —_ ern Nac for out Ad- 
vantage. | 
Go on then, * dear Biother, to ele ede 
0 renewed (Wickaings s and; fear not. For tho at 
Tinits you feel much Weakneſs and Deadneſs; there 
is in Chriſt for you, che Poter of an endleſß Life. 
Becauſe Hz tives, you fhall live alſo. Believe afreſh 
on the Son of God, for freſh Supplies of Life from 
his incakauſtible- Fulneſ-. He - that believeth on Mr, 
he faith, ibo! be were dead, yet ſhall be live; and be 
that liveth and believath in Mx, Hall never die. Be- 
lieveſt thou tbis? Doſt thou believe it, my Brother? 
If fo; rejoice in. your Portion ; live upon your Por- 
tion; you can never ſpend it, There is Fulneſs 
enough in Ohrift, . to ſupply- you in all your Ernpti- 
neſs. And it is treaſurd up id Him, on Purpoſe 
for you. God your Father hath bleſſed you with all 
| ſpiritual Blaſing in the Heavenlies in Cbriſ; with a 
rich Stock, an endleſs Store. Your dear Lord Jeſis, 
who once-in his boundleſs Love, deſcended into the 
Depths of your Miſery, that in the Virtue of his 
Death, he might riſe, and aſcend far above all Hea- 
vens, to receive all Mercy, Life and Glory for you; 
will pour down all Bleſings upon you, as the Fruit of 
his Life for you at God's Right Hand, of his Ad- 
vocacy and Interceſſion with his and your Father. 
And lo, the Holy Ghoſt your Comforter, will abide 
with you' for ever; and will take of the Things of 
Chriſt, and of the Father, and will ſhew 8 unto 
Von; to your Light, Life, Joy and Peace in Believ- 
at The Lord "the Holy Ghoſt, ſent from the Fa- 


ther 
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ther and the Son, did not take Poſſeſſion of your 
Soul at firſt, and give you the nc Adam's Life, to 

forſake you after a Times; and Jeave you to fink a- 

gain into the old Adam's Death, No, my Brother, 
the Three-One Gop,. the God of all Grace in Chriſt, 

is your God forever and ever; and is and will be the 

God pf Love, the God of Life unto-you. Ait there-" 

fas ge a Wal rarer et er Jet: ; hay be ful. 

he, Spirit. will endite your Fetitions 3 Chriſt wilt. re- 
ceiye ; preſent your 'Requeſts z- and the — 
thro Him, will bleſs you with gracious Anſwers. 

Ga with Tour empty Sachs, to your Brother Joſeph's: 

Stores. His. Heart, his Fulneſs is open unto you. 

His. wels will yern upon you in your Neceſſity and 

Diſtreſs. He will not, he cannot hide Himſelf 1 his 

OWN Fleſh... The Lord the Saviour, who for you 

received. Giſts of the Father d from his own Intereſt 

with Him, and, Heart: Love to you, will: give tbem. 

Let all your Wants be upon Chriſt,. 33: « Believer in | 

Him, and S of his Goſpel. And of 

bis, Fulreß you al rereive, and Grace for Grace. 

Great Grace he with you. and yours, and the dear 

Saints with. .you!-rI am glad yo pray for me ant 

mine. r. vou and yours continually on my 

Heart breche! n 7 Aim, dear Sir, I am, 0 
N 17 1 * 
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FOURS 1 receiv'd, and return |heoty Thanks 
1 bleſs the Lord, that inclined you to fend : 
a * It brought glad Tidings 7 
and came at a Time of Need, I Be 
wailing before the Lord, my Unfruitfulneſo, 12 Ine 
treating him to let me hear that my laft Book of- 
Letters was made of ſome Uſe. And hbrely, while T 
was ſpe the Lord heard. Tour Leut Was 
brought to my Hand, and the Lord by it refreſhed! 
my Spirit, com forted my Heart, and aged mo 
in his Work. T fell daun before the Lor and 
gare Him Thanks. I ador'd his infinite and 
Grace; in thus uſing the Chief of Smners," for o 
much Good to your dear Soul. And alſo his gloridus 
_ Faithfulneſs to his precious Promiſes m_ 'me, 5875 
uſe thoſe Books ydu mentioned. "And T pray'd fe 
a Bleſſing upon you, — I tejoiee im the Thy? 
which 'the Lord hath done for 'your Son; and won? 
der at the Grace, that made vile me, an Irvine 
of your Faith and Joy. To encourage you at nt, 
to truſt in the Lord for Life and Salvation, when 
under ſuch a Senſe of Sin, and deſerved Wrath, that 
you thought there was no Hope for you ; and to 
come as a periſhing Sinner, at the Goſpei Call, to 
the open Arms of the mighty Saviour, caſting your- 
ſelf upon Him with an holy Venture, and firm Re- 
ſolution, That if you periſb'd, it ſhould be there — 
Then, my dear Siſter, by this Act of Faith, you 
ran into Chrift as the City of Refuge. And there you 
are forever ſafe, — Oh —_ a rich Reward is this, is 


'9 | your 
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your Faith in Jeſus, of my writing and publiſhing 
my firſt Book of Letters] For this we'll join, we”. 
all the Saints and Angels, to bleſs our God forever. 
And hath the Lord made my -publiſh*d Account of 
his gracious Dealings with me, ſo exceeding ſweet 
unto yo? Hath your: Famh and? Joy been confirmed 
and increaſed thereby; . while as Fate anſwers Face in 
a Glaſs, you have beheld therein, in the Lord's kind 
Dealings with me, his gracious Workings u 
own Sou! ?: Then, all Glory to the God of all Grate?! 
my Labour in that Service, hath not been in vain in 
the Lord. And are you at Times fo. melted down 
with Love, in reading my laſt publiſh*d-!Book of 
Letters, that you can go no . further? : What: ſball I 
render to the s for theſe his Benefits ! That by 
any Thing wrote by unworthy me, He ſhould -ſhew 
yon his Glory, increaſe your Faith and Joy, arid ſhed: 
3 his Love in your Heart; by the Holy Ghoſt! 
Oh who is /z#8 unto our Gop:! There is 3 
Him. His Way of Mercy, is his:own.: His Grace, 
is like Himſelf. Infinite, free, ſuperabounding, all- 
conquering, and endleſs. Oh, my dear Siſter, let 
us jointly fall down before the Majeſty of Jehovah's 
Grace in Chriſt. Adoring that Love, we can never 
comprehend. Rejoicing in God our Saviour, and 
the Riches of bis Glory, which are and ſhall be made 
known upon #s, poor miſerable Sinners, as Veſſels: of 
Mercy. Mercy ſuits us. Grace reigns. - The Foun- 
tains of the great Deep, of Fehoual's Love, are 
broken: up through a crucified" Fe/as, and glorioufly = 
flow, over all the riſing Mounts of our Sins. Here, 


upon: your = 


as. in à vaſt, boundleſs, . bottomleſs, endleſs.Ocear, 


let us delight ourſelves daily. Here let us live, and 
ſwim, and dive continually... Fill we by Grace, as 
capacious Veſſels, all-eniarged, to the utmoſt of our 

Crea- 


riouſly engraven, as God's fair Jewels, 
our Enxclofings, fixt in Grace, and 
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Creature. Capacity, are caſt, for an eternal Enjoy- 


ment of Gop, into Hi, the. Ocean of Glory |—— 


Be frong in the Grace that is in Chriſt, my dear 
Siſter. p Fuck Him, who firſs loved you. Go on to 
ſerve Him to the End of your Days. His Service 
is perfect . e Fulneſs of Joy, durable Riches, 
and endleſs Glory ! Oh how bleſſed are the Lord' a 
Servants.! None ſee their Glory, know their Happ 

neſs, taſte their Bliſs, but thoſe bleſſed Souls, F 
God's Free Grace, loves into this bleſt Employment, 
this glorious Enjoyment ! — The Grace of Chriſt be 
with your Spirit! AI Mother in Iſrael, may He 
make you! Pray for the leaſt of Chritt's, a loves 
you much in the Lamd's Bowels, and ee my 


| dear Siſter, * 


27 ours in our precious Tee US geren, 


LETTER v. 


My * and honour'd Brother in c brift, 


Don't forget you before the Lord, and truſt you 
remember me, and that we fare the better for 
each others Prayers. But oh, Grace unknown! We 


— — __——— 


are had in everlaſting Remembrance before God, as 


borne centinually upon the Heart of Chriſt, our great 
High Prieſt in |" jv There our. Names are cu- 
45 in Cold in 

-furrounded. 


xOh ths excellent e t is put. we the in-⸗ 
10H as ie elaflz finite F 
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finite Favour that we find in the Father's Sight, as 
we are thus borne before Him on the Heart and 
Arm of the great Son of his Love, and our great and 


_ glorious High Prieft above! And there, as ſo many 
bright Jewels, we ſtand in that Order in which. in- 


finite Wiſdom hath plac'd us, according. to our 


Birth, to our Birth-Place, and Work in the Body of 
_ Chriſt, And fo, according to that Dignity which 


God's Free Grace hath put upon us, and for all 
needful Aſſiſtance for the Service allotted us. And 


as our Perſons, ſo our udgments, all our Concerns 
while on Earth, . are borne before the Lord con- 
tinually, by our miniſtring High Prieſt in Heaven. 
Who is able to ſave us to the uttermoſt, ſeeing be ever 


liveth, in the Virtue of his meritorious Death, and 


in the Intereſt of his great Perſon, to make Interceſ 


ion for us. Hence, my Brother, all our ſpiritual 


Enjoyments, and Employments flow. Hence, All 
Things work together for our Good, For that great 
Good, of our Conformity to Chriſt in Grace, and to 
prepare us for a full Conformity unto Him in Glory 


unto which of old we were predeſtinated. be good 


Will of Him who dwelt in the Buſh, be with you and 
yours, and all that love our Lord in Sincerity. Amen. 
With dear Love and Service, I am, dear Sir, - 


— 


Your ſincere Friend and Servant, 


» 


LE T. 


— ——— — 923 ; 


mw 


forever and ever. Amen! 
Siſter, that your own Lord Jeſus was now on Earth, 


WE 


LETTER. VI. 
T0 Mrs, Cs. 


My very dear Siſter, 
JF OUR kind Letter, ſignifying your Deſire to 
ſee me at Sz ly, I receiv'd, and return moſt. 
hearty Thanks for your tender Regard to unworthy. 
me. But at-preſent, my dear Siſter, your Lord and 
mine, doth not ſee it beſt, to grant your Deſire in 
that Reſpect. I han't Ability in Body for ſuch a 
Journey. I know you love the Lamb that has bought 
you with his Blood. And will you not love him in 
This, And ſay, Unto Him be Glory and Dominion 
Suppoſe, my dear 


and perſonally preſent with you, and told you, 
* That my Coming to viſit you at this Time, wou'd 
not be moſt for his Glory, nor for your Good :* 
Think you not, that thereupon you cou'd well bear 
to have your Requeſt deny'd: If the Lord himſelf 
ſhou'd tell you, That it was Hz that deny'd what 
you deſire ; and gave you theſe Reaſons for it? Yea, 


think you not, that thereupon, your Vill, wou'd 


flow complacently into His? And that you would 
even chuſe, what was moſt for your Lord's Glory, 
and for your Advantage, upon the Credit of his 
Word; altho' you might not at preſent ſee how the 
Denial of your Deſire, wou'd moſt ſubſerve theſe 


Ends? And tho', my dear Siſter, your Lord for 


you, now ſits enthron'd in Heaven; yet you have as 
good Reaſon for your Submiſſion to, and Acquieſ- 
cence with his ſovereign Diſpoſe, in that He hath 
given you the ſame 1 in his written Word, 

2 as 
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as if He was pręſent here on Earth, and you had it 
from his own Month. Believe it; his Word aſſures 
it: Gop your Savioar reigns. The Loxp hath pre- 
pared his Throne in the Heavens; and his Kingdom 
ruleth over all. Not a Sparrow falls to the Ground, 

without your Father. The. Thing that you defire 
then, ſhall not fall to the Ground, die and come 
to nothing without Him: For, in the Lord's Ac- 
count, you are of more Value than many Sparrows. 
Every Thing that concerns you, even the moſt mi- 
nute, is under the ſupreme Diſpoſe of Gop your 
Father, of Gop your Saviour, for wiſe and holy, 
good and gracious Ends. The Lok D bath made all 
Things (in Nature and Providence) for HiMsSELF : 
For his own Glory. And we know (ſaith the Apoſtle). 
that all Things work together for Good to them that love 
Gods to them that are the Called according to his Purpoſe. 
And if all Things, then This, my dear Siſter, this of 
his Denial, of your Deſire in my Coming to St—q5, 
is for your Lord's Glory, and your Good. — See 
that you love and bleſs him for it. For moſt ſurely 
the Eye of Chriſt is upon you, to fee how you will 
bebave under this Trial. To ſee what you will think 
and ſay of Him, in this his Dealing with you; whe- 
ther you will not think and ſay, He bath done: all 
* Things well. I'Il adore, love and bleſs him in all, 
© even in This. *—— And let me fay, It will glad 
Chriſt's Heart, His Joy will remain in you; He will 


account Himſelf glorify'd in you, if you thus behave 


as an obedient Child. And moſt furely, Tour Foy 
will be full. If you want Wiſdom, my dear: Siſter, 
44ſt it of God, and it fhall be liberally given you. 1 
am perſwaded; that there are Times wherein you 
mourn, that you have glorify'd Chriſt no more upon 
the Earth. Now 'you have an Opportunity put into 
N BY your 
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your Hand, now He croſſeth your Will, to glorify 
Him, by a humble, holy, cheerful Submiſſion to, 
and Acquieſcence with his good Pleaſure. Pray for 
Grace to improve it ; and you will have the Joy of 
it, both here and hereafter, — When the Lord 
croſſeth the Deſires of his People, and doth not an- 
ſwer their Requeſts, in giving them the Things (ſpe- 
_ Eifically) which they ſeek; He always gives them 
ſomething better in lieu thereof, — And if by his 
Denial of what you at preſent deſire ; He gives you 
more Grace, more Faith in Him, and Patience under 
bis All-wiſe Diſpoſe, and enables you to love and 
glorify Him more; and thereby prepares you for a 
brighter Crown of Glory : Will it not be better, far, 
far better, than to have had your Delixe granted in 
the Want of Theſe ? Lou will moſt furely bleſs 
God, when you come to Heaven, that I did not now 
come to d gh. I beſeech you begin that Work 
here on Earth : And your Lord will have Glory, and 
your Soul ſweet Peace. Great Peace! For, Great 
Peace bave they that love bis Law: (The Will of his 
Providence, as well as the Will of his Precept) and 
nothing ſhall offend them ! CY 

Lou will eaſily think, my dear Siſter, how deſir- 
able the Mercy I wiſh for, muſt be to me. — But 
ſtill the Lord my Father, is pleas'd to deny my De- 
fire, and calls me to wait on, during his good Plea- 
ſure. —— This gives me freſh Exerciſe. But moft 
furely, my wiſe Refiner, well knows what Degree of 
Trial his Gold wants, to purge it from its Droſs. I 

think my Father intends to learn me Obedience: To 
learn me, in whatſoever State I am, therewith to be 
content. I am aſham'd of my Dulneſs, and Ingra- 
titude, Let the Lord do what he pleaſeth with me; 
So He brings me to be a better Child, and mage 


_ [ 22 ] 
like Him. I think moſt ſurely, that I have not well 


learned. to live tactically upon Gor as my ALL; 
and to be in all Things, with Meekneſs, Humility, 


and Thankfulneſs, entirely at bis Diſpoſe. I think 
the Lord deſigns to bring me to This; and that this 5 
is the Voice of his preſent Dealings with me: Which 
for ſo great an End, I take moſt kindly. I ſome- 
times think, I have. liv'd for nothing; If I han't 
learn'd to endure Afffiction, and Trials of all Kinds, 

with a meek and lowly Heart, with a quiet Spirit, 


with a God-adoring, and in Him rejoicing Sul. I 


bleſs his Name, that I feel his Power ar Times, | 


working me up in ſome good Meaſure unto ſuch a 
Frame and Temper. But when his ſweet Hand, 


withdraws from my Heart; I feel my own Weak-_ 
neſs. * But this is my Joy, That God my Father, 
who of old Foreknew me in his infinite Love and 
Grace, hath predeſtinated me to be conformed to. the I. 


mage of his Son: And that all his Providences towards 


me, are wrought exactly according to the Counſel of 


bis Will concerning me; and do and ſhall effectually | 
| ſubſerve that great and glorious Deſign. 


For yourſelf, my dear Siſter, I lympathize with 
you in aces ate Affliction, and rejoice that it is mi- 


Siſter M———'s Death ſhould = us 


tigated. 
in Mind of our own Remove, and excite us to 
bordering Inhabitants on another World. 


ve as 
Your 


Infirmities of Body which at preſent attend, and 
bring yout own Diffolution in View, ſhould excire 

your Joy in the Lord, and cauſe you to lift up your 
Head, as knowing that the Day of your Redemption 


(from all Sin and Sorrow) drawezh Een If any 
Fear attends ybu, my dear Siſter, as to your Intereſt 
in Chriſt; attempt your Duty in the Lord's Strength, 


to look again by F. aith as a Peli Sinner, in yur. : 
lH, 
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ſelf, unto Chriſt the great Saviour, for all Life and 
Salvation: In Obedience to his ſweet Command, 


Look unto Mx, all ye Ends of the Earth: And 
thereupon, inffantly take your Lord at his Word, That 
you ſhall be ſaved in this your Looking. Since unto © 
every ſuch Looker, as a rich, a royal, an irreverſible . 
Grant from his Throne, He hath ſaid, Be ye ſaved. 
— Oh, Set to your Seal, that herein, Ged the Saviour 
is true, Only Believe: For there ſhall be a Per for- , 
mance of what is thus told you from the Lord. — And _ 


then, Believing, Rejoice in Hope of the Glory of Gov. 


Of that approaching Glory which awaits you: When 
you ſhall ſee your Lord as He is, be completely like 
Him, and ſerve Him perfectly and inceſſantly, to a 
bleſt Eternity! Oh my Siſter, are you a, Child, © an... 
Heir of Gop ! And will you not rejoice that you ard... 
almoſt at Age; that the Time draws near, when you IS 
ſhall have the full, and eternal Poſſeſſion of this your 
great, your glorious Inberitance ! —— And fear not 
the Pains, the Sorrows of Death: Since the Curſe of 
Death ſhall not light upon you. Since you ſhall not be 
hurt of the ſecond Death. And as to the firſt Death, 
Jzsvs your Saviour, the Loxp your Life will be 


with you in it; and paſſing thro” that dark Valley, 


you need not fear any Evil. What, Do you think, 
that CHRIST will leave you at laft ! Has He borne 
and carry'd you hitherto, as upon Eagles Wings, put- 
ting Himſelf between you and Danger; even. ever 
ſince you was bleſt with the new Life, with the Life _ 
of Grace, until this Moment, when Grace appro. 
to the Life of Glory: And will He not, think you, 
bring you ſafe thro' Death's Water? Over Jordan, 
into Canaan s Land ? Surely you. can't have ſuch a 
Thought of your own Lord Jeſus, whole Compaſſions | 
Jail not | Whoſe Love and Power to ſave you, are 
infinite ! 


Pa 
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infinite ! And whoſe Faithfulneſs to his Promiſe, T 
will never, never, never leave thee, nor forſake thee : 
is like the great Mountains! Yea, firmer than the 
laſting Hills! For the Mountains Gall depart, and the 
Hills be removed: But his: Kindneſs Hall not depart 
from you, nor the Covenant of his Peace be removed, 
faith- the Lox p that hath Mercy on you | Oh, Come 
up from the Wilderneſs, even to his. laſt Step of it, 
Tir upon your Beloved ! Repoſe your Soul in 
Chriſt's Boſom: It is open for you; and a ſweet, a 
ſafe Reſting- place will you find it in all Troubles, 
until you reach the peaceful Shore of endleſs Glory 
with Him! Great Grace be with you! Pray for 
me; I ſhall remember you. My kind Love to Bro. 
ther M— . May all Salvation-Bleſſings ſurround 
him! Since I can't come, a broken Ciftern, tbat 
can hold no Water; See that you flee to CRRISTT, 
that Fountain of living Waters ! And your Soul ſhall 
know zo Want. Put CRRISTH for a Well, while paſ- 
| ſing thro* Baca's Vale; and with Life and Joy you 
ſhall be richly ſupply 2 With hearty Thanks 
for all Favours, I ſubſcribe myſelf, my dear — 
in ae Bowels of Chriſt, 


Yours moſt AﬀeBionately, 


LETTER VII. | 
To Mr, BB m. | 


* 


| Bw Sir, 
T is well for you and I, that Jzsvs, our elder 
Brother, now appears in the Preſence of Gop for - 


* of God even our Father, who loveth us. That 
God's 


Thoughts 


ther's Heart, in the eternal Settlement thereof 
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God's Fitſt- born Son, his holy, his beloved Son, ex- 
alted at the Right Hand of the Majeſty in the Hea- 
vens; is not aſham'd to call us Bretbren, who are fo 
much «nike him on the Earth! How great is the 
Wonder, that Hz who-is ſurrounded with Myriads 


of Angels and Arthangels, and an innumerable Mul- 
titude of the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, thoſe 


bright Flames of Love to him, who inceſſantly war- 


ble out his Praiſes ; ſhould ever caſt one kind Thought 


upon ſuch dull, cold, Lifeleſs Pieces of Earth, as we 
ſometimes feel ourſelves to be! But our Lord loves 
us, loves us freely, loves us infinitely, notwithſtand- 
ing all our Unlovelineſs and Ingratitude, and evil 
Requitings of Him, for all his manifeſted Kindneſs ! 
And Love binds his Heart to us, and fixeth his kind 
us. Lov'd of Him, freely, greatly, 
unchangeably _ we we ſhall be remembred 
by him perperually, in an Infinity of flowing Com- 
paſſions, under all our Diſeaſes, our Sickneſles, as 
our Griefs, our Miſeries. From which by an infi- 
nite, an all-producing Refolve, He will fave us unto 
renewed Health, Joy and Life here, and unto full 
and endleſs Glory with him hereafter. Save us thus 


He will, by Virtue of his Death for us on the Croſs, 


and as a Fruit of his Life for us on the Throne. 
Never will the Lord our elder Brother, forget his ju- 
#ior Brethren; thoſe Heirs with Him of the ſame glo- 
rious Inberitance; but plead all the Grace of the Fa- 


us, and the infinite Merit of his own Death, to bring 
us to Gop, until the full Poſſeſſion of our wondrous 
Lor is given us. The Love af Chriſt, that was 
ſtrong enough to engage him to die for us when E- 
nemies, as Sinners, as Ungodly ; ; will never fail to- 
| wal 
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wardg us, becauſe of that remaining Enmity, Sin and 
Ungodlineſs, which abides and works, to our Grief, 


in the corrupt, unregenerate Part of our Souls, and 
ſadly at Times, produceth Backſlidings in our Lives. 


The Love of Chriſt, will go on with its great De- 


ſign: To fave us from all Sin and Miſery, unto all 
Grace and Glory, in and with him, unto Ages with- 
out End! He dy'd, He lives, that He might not be 


in Heaven alone. He pleads, He intercedes, in the 


Merit of his great Sacrifice, and in the Intereſt of his 
great Perſon, with his and our Father, whoſe Love 
to us is infinitely great, for the Accompliſnment of 
this his great Deſign : To bring us all up to be with 
Him where He is, to behold his Glory, to. be one in 


Him, and in the Father, as He and the Father are 


one, by Love-Union, and Glory-Communion : Unto 
our full Joy, and ineffable and endleſs Blifs! ! 

Then, Brother, let us lift up our Heads in Faith, 
and with ſtretched- out Necks in Hope, let us look 
and long for the Glory of that Day. For, Vo (or 
what) ſhall ſeperate us from the Love of Chriſt ? Shall 
Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or 
Nakeaneſs, or Peril, or Stord? —— Nay, in all theſe 


| Things we are more than Conquerors thro' Him that 


loved us, And let us be perſwaded, that neither 
Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor 
Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, nor 
Height, nor Depib, nor any other Creature, ſhall be 


able to ſeperate us from the Love of God which is 


in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. — Wiſhing rich Times 
of Refreſhing from the Preſence of the Lord: Whoa, 
Having laved his Own which are in the World, 
loveth them unto the End; With hearty N 


[27] 
for all Favours, I am, Dear Sir, | 
Your moſt Aſfectionate Friend and Servant 


In our own dear LORD JESUS, 


— — 


— — 
— — 


LETTER VIII. 
To Mrs. RI. 


My very dear Siſter in Cbriſt, 


AM glad you have been enabled to follow the 
1 Lord in his glorious, tho* now deſpiſed, Ordi- 
nance of Baptiſm ; and that your Soul was comforted 
and ſtrengthned at that Time. And think it not 
ſtrange that you have been tempted ſince, to doubt 
of your being a Child of God. For thus it far'd 
with our Lord, the dear Head of the Church. After 
he was baptized, Satan came to him with an. F thou 
be the Son of God, &c. But Nothing the Devil found 
in Chriſt, no Unbelief to faſten this his Suggeſtion 
upon. Chriſt repell'd the Temptation, with that 
Perfection of Faith in God, and Love to him, with 
that Wiſdom, Strength and Firmneſs, for the Ho- 
nour of his Father, and the Good of his junior Bre- 
thren, which every Way became ſo great a Perſon, 
as God's only, his firft. born Son, the glorious Head, 
and immoveable Rock of the Church! And His Vic- © 
tory, is our Conqueſt. By Chriſt's ſuffering Himſelf 
to be tempted of the Devil, by his baffling the 
Power and Cunning of Satan, and commanding off 
the Tempter when he had finiſh'd the Temptation; 
all that are Chriſt's, in Him, myſtically overcame the 
Gates 7 Hell. Hence alſo, the Captain of our Sal- 
21 vation, 


* 
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vation, in that be Himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, 
be is able to fuccour them that 4 Nat, He hath 
an Ability of Sympathy, in that he Himſelf when thus 
a Sufferer, hath experienc'd rhe fame, the Suhtilty 
and Force of Temptation. And alſo an Ability of 
Authority, as a Victor over the Tempter, having 


overcome him for us, to overcome him in us. 


And 


in both Reſpects, He is well able to ſuccour, to pity and 


help us. Let us therefore come boldly to the Throne 
of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to 
belp in Time of Need. ; 

My dear Siſter, I compaſſionate your Soul, in 
thoſe Fears which attend you about your Intereſt in 
Jeſus: © That you have ſtill ſome ſecret Reſerve, and 
don't go wholly out of yourſelf, unto Chriſt for Life; 


as you. are kept at ſuch a Diſtance from him.“ Be of 


good Cheer: Your Beloved is yours, and you are His. 
Your Defire to go wholly out of Self, unto Chriſt ; 


is your Soul's going out wholly unto Him, by that 
Deſire. And as to that Diſtance from Chriſt which 


you groan under, it only reſpects your Want of his 
manifeſtative Fayour, unto a full Perſwaſion of In- 


_ tereſt, with the bleſſed Effects attending it: And this 
ſhall be remoy'd in the Lord's Time. You ſhall 


have as much Nearneſs to Chriſt, as your Soul de- 
ſires: Let me aſk you, Is there any Diſtance be- 


tween Chriſt and you, as to Deſire? Is not the 


Whole of Chriſt, and of his Salvation de/rable to 


you? Is not Chriſt, Chriſt above all Things, All of 
_ Chriſt, in all his perſonal Glories, in all his Relations, 


in all his Offices, and in all his Performances, the 


All of your Dęſires? And is there any Part of his Sal- 


vation, that you can be content to be without ? I 
know you will ſay, * ChRIST, All of Chriſt, is All 
5 ia es 6 Dejires 
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* Defres unto me. Give me CHxrist, the Whole af 
. * Chriſt, and of his Salvation; or I die!“ And if ſo, 
my dear Siſter, your Soul goes wholly out to Chrift, 
for all Salvation: And the Whole of Chriſt, and of 
his Salvation, is wholly yours. - Yours by Right; 
and ſhall be yours by Enjoyment. . Your Right of 
Intereſt, is full and durable : Nothing can be added 
to, nothing taken from that. And your Enjoyment 
of that IEsus, and of that Salvation in and by him, 
which Free Grace hath made yours, and ſecur'd to 
you, which is now begun, ſhall happily increaſe 
thro* Time, and be perfected in, and drawn out to a 
bleſt Eternity. | 
And if, my dear Siſter, you would have increaſing 
Nearneſs to Chriſt, as to Communion- Love; don't 
rieve the Comforter, by refuſing to be comforted. 
Fiſten to, and credit the Teſtimony of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in thoſe ſweet Whiſpers of the Love of Chriſt, 
which He 1s pleas'd to give to your Heart at Times, 
by the Application of particular Promiſes. What, 
will you by your Unbelief, in turning a deaf Ear to 
the ſweet Voice of your Lord's Love, obſtruct that 
Communion with Him therein, which your Soul fo 
much deſires? Will you grieve the Holy Ghoſt your 
Comforter, and diſhonour Him, who in his W:tneſs 
of the Love of Chriſt to you thro* applied Promiſes, 
is the Truth ; by giving Heed to the Father of Lies, 
who ſuggeſts to your Mind, That you have no 
* Right to thoſe Promiſes ; becauſe they come not 
* with ſo much Power as you could with?* Know, 
and be aſſured, That all ihe Promiſes of God, are 
Yea and Amen in Chriſt, unto every Soul that looks 
unto Him for Life. One and all the Promiſes are 
yours, forever yours, as a Looker unto Jesus. And 
the Holy Spirit as a Comforter, is given you from 
your 
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your own Lord Jeſus, to apply to your Heart in your 
Times of Need, ſome of thoſe many exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, unto which you have an uni- 
verſal and indefeaſible Right, for your Refreſhment 
and Conſolation. And can you doubt, when any 
particular Promiſe is apply'd to your Soul, whether 
that Promiſe belongs to v0; when that and all the 
Promiſes are yours, as a Believer in the Son of God ? 
And can you doubt, whether the Application of that 
Promiſe is from the Lord; when it ſuits your Caſe, 
ſtrengthens your Faith, encourageth your Hope, and 
ſpreads abroad the Savour and Sweetneſs of Chriſt, 
and of the Free Grace of God in Him, throughout 
your Heart, to your Soul's Refreſhment and Joy ? 


Om dear Siſter, there is not a Promiſe brought to 


your Mind, that brings Chriſt and you, God and you 
together, if it be but for a Moment, but was from 
the Lord. And whether the Power that attends any 
Promiſe that comes into the Mind, be greater or 
lefſer, and whether it abides for a longer or ſhorter 
Space; if the Effect produc'd thereby in the Heart, 
is the Increaſe of any Grace, to the ſtrengthning of 
the Soul to cleave unto God in Chriſt; that Promiſe 
was certainly apply*d H, and undoubtedly from the 
Lord. For this is a ſure Rule: That which comes 
from God, leads to Him,” Liſten then, my dear 
Siſter, to the ſtill, ſmall Voice of your Saviour s Love, 
when He doth but whiſper as it were. Say, It is the 
Voice of my Beloved! Lay the Ear of Faith to his 
ſweet Lips: They'll breathe Life, the Life of his 
Love, into your Soul inſtantly. Count not the Con- 
ſolations of God ſmall, Receive the Leaſt with Thank- 
fulneſs; and ſeek for the Greateft with Earneſtneſs. 
So. will you honour the Lord by Faith; and fo 
will He honour you with . increaſing n 
Wit 


1 | 
with Him in Love.—Unto the tender Care of your 
dear Lord, who loves you infinitely, and will ſatisfy 
your Sou] abundantly, I commit you; and in 
Hin with great Affection, I am, my dear Siſter, 
Tours forever, 


— 


LETTER IX. 
To Mrs. H,. 


4 


My very dear Siſter in our precious Lord, 5 


I Rejoice to hear of your Soul's Proſperity, under 

thoſe Afflictions which have attended your Body. 
J have again been viſited with Illneſs, and am weak. 
The Hand, the Heart of our own God, our God of 
Love, is in every Thing to «us. In all, let us love, 
bleſs and adore his Name. For honourable and glo- 
rious are all his Worts; and moſt worthy is Hz of 
Praiſe from us in all. It is Matter of my Joy in 
God and Thankſgiving to him, that his Love is ſhed 
abroad in your Heart by the Holy Ghoſt ; that you are 
favour'd with the Vitneſß of the Bleſſed Spirit, That 
you are a Child of God: And that under the ſweet 
enlarging Influence of God's Free Love, you love 
Him again, and as much when He frowns, as when 
He ſmiles. A believing, loving, adoring Spirit, - 
under Divine Chaſtiſement, is an excellent Spirit; a 
God-glorifying Frame of Soul. Our Afflictions, light 
as they are, as the Curſe is taken out of them, and 
they made Bleſſings to us, as being laid upon us, 
and we ſupported under them, by the Lord's All- 
Seien 890 Almighty Hand; may well be N 


— 
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By us, not only as they. are d 


ineffably ſweet, and exceeding profitable | is this unto 
us as his Children. Now, now's the Time to glorify 
God in the Fires, If we loſe any Opportunity for 


11 


eſign'd for, and fhall 
„Ppreſent and eternal ; but 


end in our Sonfs 4 


alſo, and. chiefly, in that our God is, and will be ga- 


rified thereby. By his diſplaying the Glory of his 
infinite Love, Grace and Nos Wiſdom, Power 
and. Faichfulneß, in his Fatherly Goodneſs towards 
us therein; and by our aſcribing al Honour, in filial 


our Duty therein: Caſting all our Care upon Him, 
who careth for us. We ſhall bleſs God when we 
come to Heaven, for ever Kind and Degree of Af- 
fliction, that we paſſed: thro* on Earth; for every 
Trial, and for every Circumftance attending it, 
wherein we were enabled to glorify God, and where- 


by our Glory in Him was K And after this 


labour, while Pilgrims on this Earth, A ſubmiſſive, 


patient, cheerful, thankful Frame of Spirit, under 


the afflicting Hand of God; is that Honour, that 
Reverence. which we owe to Him as a Father ; - and 


this now; it is gone forever. That Seaſon, that 


Time of Affliction will come 20 more. Which 


ſhould make. us earneſt for Grace, to improve; every 
of our afflicting Moments. Yet a little, little While, 


and Sin and. Sorrow ſhall be 20 more. A Fulneſs, 


an Eternity of Joy and Glory, in the immediate Pre- 
ſence: of God and the Lamb awaits us. Let us lift 
ap our Heads in Faith, for ibe Day of our Redemption 
draweth nigh: And prize, and bleſ God for. all our 
Time, Fay the Labour of Love. It is given us as a 


Fruit 


Duty unto Him. Our Cad, is infinitely concern'd 
for our Good in every Affliction; and let us be 
earneſtly, yea, only concern'd about Bis Glory, as to 


heavenly. Temper, and an Increaſe therein, let us 
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F ruit of the Father's Grace, of the Son? 8 Putchaſe 


and Intercefſion, and as a Seaſon of the Spirit's pre- 
paring us below, for that Glory which is prepared for 
us above. O my dear Siſter, All Things are ours: 
Whether Life, or Death, or Things preſent, or Things 
Zo come. Time with all its Changes, its Comforts 
and Croſſes, and Eternity with all its great and un- 
changeable Glories are ours. Chriſt is ours, and all 
Things in and with Him: And we are His, and 
ſhall ſhortly be with Him where He is, to behold his 
Glory. We ſhall be like Him, perfectly ſo; for we 
Hall. ſee Him as He is. Our Lord is gone before us, 
is entred into Heaven itſelf, with his own Blood; to 
prepare a Place in his Father's Houſe for us, and 
will come again and receive us to > Himſelf, that where 
He is, we may be alſo. - We ſhan't be long abſent 
from, but mall ſhortly be forever with the Lord: To 
ſee, to love, to Pralle Him perfectly and eternally. 
O bleſſed Day! It haſtens upon us. A Day without 
Clouds, 8 Decline, without End! A fair 
bright Day, that will ſpread its Glories over all: 
when the Lozxp ſhall be our everlaſting Light, and 
our God our Glory! We may well wiſh for it, when 
favour'd with a Glimpſe of its ineffable Brightneſs. 
And none are fo favour'd, but thoſe for whom this 
| Glory-Day is prepared. None long for Viſion of, 
and Likeneſs to the Lamb, but — Lamb's Bride; 
who by the Spirit of Grace ate wrought for, and have 
received Him as an Earnęſt of that ſelf-ſame Glory. 
. And unto theſe, the Lord God and the Lamb, will be 
their Light, their' Inberitance in Light, in the Light 
of Glory, to the Days of Erernicy T hen, farewel 
Trials forever ! Farewel Sin and Sorrow, Death and 
Darkneſs, Pain and Weakneſs : Mortality ſhall be 
ſwallowed of Life. And mean Time, my dear 
E Siſter, 
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Siſter, let us go on in Faith and Hope of that eternal 


Life, which God that cannot lie, hath promiſed. And 
loving and adormg the Lord in all Things, let us 


follow the Lamb, even whitherſoever He goeth, until 

we reach immortal Glory with him. — And now, 
my dear Child, unto the tender Care of your ever- 
laing Father, I commit you. His Preſence be with, 
and his Bleſſing upon you continually; that you may 


ſtill increaſe with all tbe Increaſes of God ! 80 prays, 
my dear Siſter, 


2 ours moſt affetionately in abe Bowls of Chrif, 
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I. ET TER. X. 


To Mr. E 


*. 


My dear Brother in Chriſt, our Life, our Love, our All. 

OU deſire a Line from me. What _ ] 
write? Methinks. you want to hear of y 

| Beloved. And if his Spirit, ſent from the F — 
and the Son, will pleaſe to take of the Things of 
Chriſt, and ſhew ibem unto you, by ſo weak, fo un- 
worthy a Worm; it will be to our mutual Joy, and 
the Lord ſhall have all the Glory. It is Grace un- 
ns my dear Brother, free, rich, ſuperabound- 
ing Grace, that gaye you a begun Acquaintance 
with Chriſt in Love, in that infinite Love which is in 
his. Heart toward poor loft Sinners, who are enabled 
to loo unto Him for all Salvation. What do you 
want, my Brother? If you lay, I am all Manis. 

That is your Mercy. *. unto Souls that fee this, 
_ Chrj if isa nn of all nn You can't want 
more, 


£ 


5 7 Me 
more, than Chriſt has to give, 1s willing to beſtow» 
and will enrich you with, in your every Time of 


Need. It hath * ed the Father that in Him 2 


all Fulneſs dwell. Al Fulneſs dwells in Chriſt, 
ſupply us in all our Emptineſs. Do you ſee Me 
Nakedneſs ? Chriſt's Name is, Taz Loxp ouR 


Rronrousx Ess. Do you groan under your Unbo- 
lineſs of Heart and Life? Chriſt is made of God unto - 


us, Sanktißcation. Repreſentatively and Influentially : 


To preſent ſuch defiled Worms as we, perfectly 
holy before God, in his own perſonal Purity now; 


and to maintain, increaſe and perfect that Purity of 


Heart which is begun in us by his Holy Spirit, doc 
in our own Perſons, we are perfectly conformed to 
the Image of Chriſt, our Holy Head. Doth your 
Folly, your Inability to know the Things of God in 
their Greatneſs and Glory; grieve you? Chriſt of 
| God, is made unto us, Wiſdom. It is his Office as 
our Prophet, to. teach the moſt ignorant Souls that 
come to him, He will teach the meek his Pay. It is 
his Joy to teach us; and his Teachings are effica- 
cious. They will make all thoſe wiſe unto Salvation, 


- wife unto Perfection, that humbly wait upon him for 


the fame. Doth your ſpiritual Poverty diſtreſs, and 
your ſpiritual Enemies afflict you? Chrit is made of 
God unto us, Redemption, Our Redeemer is great 
and ſtrong. His Redemption by Price and Power, 
is and ſhall be perfect. Your Redeemer hath paid 
all your Debts; He hath bought you, and your In- 
heritance, He hath brought you unto God, in 
Himſelf: He hath begun to bring you unto Gad 
by Himſelf, here in Grace; and He will ſhortly 
bring you unto God, to be with Him in Glory. 
Your Soul, your Body, from the Power of Sin and 
Satan, Death and Grave, ſhall be reſcued by the Al- 

| E 2 mighty 
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mighty Arm of your ſtrong Redeemer, your Kinſman. 
Redeemer, and your whole Perſon made perfect, 
complete in Freedom, ſhall be taken by him into his 
own Embraces: To enjoy the moſts intimate Com- 
munion with Him and his Father, being fill'd with 
the Spirit of both, in Love, Life and Glory, to a 
bleſt Eternity]! — And can your Heart conceive, my 
dear Brother, the one Half, the Thouſandth Part of 
that Bliſs, that vaſt Inheritance in God, of which by 
Chriſt, as a Believer in him, you. are now made an 
Heir? And of which by Him, you ſhall ſhortly be * 
a Poſſeſſor ? I tell you, Nay. Eye hath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, neither hath entred into pi Heart of 
Man, in a mortal State, to conceive of thoſe great 

Things, according to their Greatneſs, which God 
hath prepared for them that love him, to be enjoy'd 
by them in immortal Glory: — Come then, my dear 

Brother, come by Faith, and lie down in the Boſow | 

of Chriſt, in his Perſon and Fulneſs, as made yours 

| by infinite Love. For, this, this Jzsus, is the Reſt, 

| and this the refreſhing wherewith the weary Soul ma 

| reſt. The Love of Chriſt to yau, and your — 

in Him, are unchangeable, amidſt all the Changes of 
your Frames. The good Work of God begun in 

| your Soul, ſhall be performed until the Day of 

| Chriſt, Abide in Him by Faith; and cleave unto 

| him by Love. In every Path of Duty, follow on 10 

Fu the Lok p; and you hall know bim: To your 
full and endleſs Joy and Glory. The Grace of Chriſt 

be with your Spirit! In Him, my dear Brother, I am 


Yours very affettionately, 


Pa 


ar. 


; * 
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LETTER XI. 
To Mrs. S—b. 


. Mrs. S b, 


1 Hear that you are ſtill under Diſtreſs of Mind ; 
and I-compaſlionate your Soul under your pre- 
{ent Concern, Be of good Cheer: Feſus Chriſt came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, even the very Chief. 
You are not yet in Hell, ſent down to the Pit among 
thoſe that are paſt Hope. You are yet within the 
Sound of Mercy, within the Reach 'of Mercy, and 
there is yet a who can tell but God may be gracious 
' unto you? And it is God's Way, to ſhew thoſe 
Souls their Miſery, that He deſigns Mercy for; that 
ſo they may ſeek it at his Throne, and that Mercy, 
in which God delighteth, may be exceeding welcome 
to them. And if you ſee yourſelf- to be a miſerable 
Sinner; have you not Reaſon to hope, that the 
Lord deſigns to be unto you a merciful Saviour. 
God the Father, can ſhew no Mercy to Sinners out of 
his Son. Out of Chriſt, God is a conſuming Fire; a 
Sinners, before his ſtrict Juſtice and flaming Wrath, 
are but as dry Stubble, But in Chriſt, through the 
bleeding Lamb, given to bear Sin, and to die for 
Sinners, God can be gracious, and that in a Way of 
Rig bteouſneſo. Mercy and Truth, here meet together, 
and Righteouſneſs and Peace, in the Salvation of a 
Sinner, kiſs and embrace each other. - God's Heart 
was ſo full of Love to loſt Sinners, that he freely 
gave his Son, to take our Nature, to obey, and die 
in our Room and Stead ; that he might ſhew Mercy 
unto us, in our periſhing State, without Injury to his 
Holineſs, Truth and Juſtice: Yea, with Honour to 


all 
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all his infinite Perfections. In the Salvation of Sin- 
ners by Jeſus Chriſt, God is more glorified, than in 
the Damnation of. thoſe that periþ; and than he 
was by perfect Adam, or. would have been, if Man 
had never finned. And as it hath pleaſed God, in 
his infinite Wiſdom and Grace, to contrive and 
provide this great Way of Salvation for fallen Man, 


brought upon himſelf by Sin, in which God as. the 
Father of Mercies, is to the utmoſt glorified, and 
periſhing Sinners to the utmoſt ſaved ; fo likewiſe, _ 
by the glorious Goſpel, He hath made a Revela- 
tion of this Way of Life which is above to the Wiſe, 
that we may depart from Hell beneath. God hath 
given his ſacrificed Son, to be a Light unto us Gen- 
tiles, that Chriſt might be his Salvation unto the Ends 
of the Earth. God ſo loved the World, that he gave 
| bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
Him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life, John 
"7 nA . 
1 Now then, my dear Friend, tho' you are in a 
perifhing State, juſt ready to periſh in your own 
Apprehenſion, tho' you fear ſinking into eternal 
Death; yet if you believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
you ſhall be ſaved, you ſhall not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. And this Believing, is ſet forth 
unto us divers Ways in the Scriptures. As by Jook- 
ing unto Feſus, Heb. 12. 2. Coming unto him, 
Jobn 6. 37. Truſting in his Name, Matt. 12. 21. 
' Fleeing unto him for Refuge, Heb. 6. 18, &c. And 
if you can experience any one of theſe Acts of 
Faith, or any other mentioned in the Book of God; 
you then, as a Believer in Chriſt, have God's Word 
for it, yea, his Oath, That you ſhall not periſh, but 
have everlaſting Life: Do you fee yourſelf by Sin, 
| | ta 
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from that great and endleſs Miſery which he had 


„ 
Do you fee his All ſufficiency to ſave? Is 
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to be in a miſerable, helpleſs, periſhing Condition ? 
you believe that Chriſt is able to ſave you? 


Chriſt and his Salvation, in all its Parts, to be 
ſaved from Sin, as well as Wrath, unto Holineſs, 


as well as Glory, deſirable to you? And as this 


mighty Saviour is lifted up in the Goſpel, to be be- 
held by the chief of Sinners; Do you look unto 
Him for all Salvation? If ſo; God the Saviour, 
who ſays, Look unio M, all the Ends of the 
Earth; gives you the free Promiſe, the irreverſi- 
ble Grant of Salvation, in this your Looking : 
While unto every Soul that thus looks to him, He 
faith, Be ye ſaved, Iſa. 45. 22. Perhaps you may 
experience this Act of Faith, if not others. And 
this, even this, is a ſaving Act of Faith, or ſuch 
an Act of Faith, unto which the everlaſting Salva- 
tion of the Soul is inſeperably joined. Oh, if as 
a periſhing Sinner, you caſt up your Eye to Chriſt, 
as able to ſave you to the uttermoſt, with a who can 
tell but this mighty Saviour will ave me? I will 
look no where elſe for Salvation, You ſhall never 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life, In Faith and 
Hope then, Look, my dear Frriend, look repeat- 
edly unto Chriſt for Life. It. is the Father's Will, 


it is the Son's Command, and the Spirit's Invita- 


tion in the bleſſed Goſpel, that you ſhould Jook 
unto Jeſus, And lo, If all the Life that is in Chr, 


is able to ſave you in this your looking; you ſhall 


not fink into Death. You ſhall not be hurt of the 
ſecond Death. And as to the Death of the Body, 
which to all out of Chriſt, is the #7 Death, when 
that comes to you, it ſhall not come as a Curſe, but 
as a Bleſſing ; as an Outlet from all Sin and Sorrow, 
and an Inlet unto all Joy and Glory. My Hearts 

Defire 
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Defre and Prayer to God for you is, that you may 
ſaved, That your Soul may be filled with all Joy 
and Peace in Believing ; and that your afflicted Body 
may be reſtored unto former Health, and you 
ſpared to ſerve Chriſt in your Generation, if it be 
the Will of God. But however, my dear Friend, 


the Lord deals with you as to the Life of youſ 


Body, if he brings you by this Affliction, to loo 
ro Chriſt for Salvation, you will have Cauſe to bleſs 
him for this, and to adore his Grace forever. And 
the Lord who faves your Soul, will ſave your Body 
too, from its threatned Diſſolution, if He fees it 
beſt for you. And if not, if the Time draws near, 
that your Spirit is to be loved home into the Boſom 
of Chriſt; and your Body to be laid a-while in the 
duſty Grave, prepared as a perfumed Bed, by your 
Lord's lying there for you: Be of good Cheer. 
For zo be with Chriſt, is far- better. Death, to your 
Spirit, as it will bring you to /ee your Feſus as he is, 


will be your unſpeakable Gain. And ſoon your. 


ſleeping Daft, raiſed by your Saviour's Hand, (halt 
be faſhion'd lite unto his glorious Body, and your 
whole Perſon, with all the Saints and Angels, in 
Bliſs unknown, ſhall be forever with the Lord] May 
He comfort your dear Soul with theſe Words! So 
prays, NT TR. 
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LETTER XII. 
To Mrs. H—y. 


» very dear & Mer i in our moſt precio Jeſus, 


1 Heartily thank you for your laſt kind Letter. EF: 
have oſt now been pct oof it with Tears of Joys. 
that my jaſt Letter-book was bleſt to you and others. 
Oh if my Lord gets any Glory, and his tender Lambs 
any Advantage, by any Thing I write or publiſh; 1 
live, my Foy is Full. My Poſtſcript's alſo, being 
bleſt to you, rejoic d my Heart, and excited my 
Praiſe to God. Moſt ſurely, the Lord makes ybur 
Letters of-ſpecial Uſe to me, to ſtrengthen my Hands 
in his Work. - As the ga of God and the Good of 
Souls are only aim'd at by me, in what I write and 
publiſh; ſo when I hear that theſe Ends are accom- 
pliſh*d,. it is unto me like Life from the Dead. 
For, ta diſcourage my Heart, and weaken my Hands, 
'the Enemy frequently, and almoſt e op- 
poſeth me in every Thing I ſet about, ſuggeſting, 
That it will be of no Uſe,” But, Glory. to my 
Lord ! His Grace, crowns my weak Endeavours, and 
I find: Satan a Liar. O, Not unto me, not unto me, 
but to the God of all Grace, be all the Glory; who is 
thus gracious to the chief of Sinners! My kind Lord, 
for ſome Time, hath help'd me much againſt that 
Temptation, That what I did wou'd be of no Uſe:“ 
By humbling me in the Duſt, under a Senſe of my 
own Vileneſs, and Unworthineſs to be employ'd in 
the leaſt Service for him ; and by making me wil- 
ling to take my own Place, as the leaſt and laſt of 
all as to Uſefulneſs; ; and alſo by drawing out my De- 
fires 0 work for him as hard as ever, and to caſt all 
-E F my 
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my little Mites of Service at his Royal Feet, in Love 


and Duty, Wbmitting thei 'to is ſovereign Plea- 


ſure, to be ud as le pteas'd for his Glory. An 
iff he” ſhould: caſt ten fel 5 


ſure to think, chat my Lord would be an rify's 
my aiming to do a Ittle for him. and re 


IIdid- ſovervign Ard that this, of 97 
willing Working: for Chrift; altho* ic ſhould nor be 


cron'd with deſir d Uſefuineſs ; wou'd be a Kind of | 


Glory; that. bar-feww of his People brought to him. 
Inafmuch as in the enceeding Riches of his Grace, he 
frequently bleſſerh his Servants Labours with Succeſs. 
Hence, when I have been told, That this or that 


©-which 1 did would be of no uſe, I mi 
leave it undone: I have reply 0, It is for 


my 
Lord's Feet: I' do it for M Honour; and fub- 
© mit it to his Pleaſi 


in infinite Wiſdom and Grace, he fees meet! And 


thus I have got the Victory over the Temptation. 
And frequently; 


| by one ſweet Word or other, dropt 
from my dear Lord's Mouth, he allures me to, and 


ſtrengthens: ne in my poor Attempts ro ſerve 5 im. 
And you wilt eaſily tfünk, that it is Grace unknown, 


if he uſe any Part of my poor Work, which has 
been 


pleaſed ;-and that my Joy herein, muſt needs be full. 


Lord wrought on my Heart, while I was ſeeking 2 
Bjofir on their Publication. And as afterward he 


ſome Eacouragement that he wou'd uſe 


= Pere both his Graee and Faithfulnefs herein. 
2! thought I ſheu'd - meet” with Oppoſition as to 
4 the! Pojeripry as the Lord faid unto me, I dave 


made thre un ron Pillar,” and bruſen ale, — 


And ib ſhalt" füt "ugainf dle, za. 7 0 al 


not 


- Thad the ſweet” = | 


Sat as well 


ure, to glorify himfelf thereby, as 


caſt at bis Feet, to be us'd, or not, as He 


And thus it was as to my two laſt Books; for thus the 


? 
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not prevail again. thee : for I an with "thee, ſaith 
e 
; bog ſoait devour, and ſubgue: rith Sling:froues, aud 
9. 15. And as that little Piece has been ſophiſtically 
| anſwer'd; by a Perſon, who to advance Faith in 
Chriſt's imputed Righteouſneſs, denies the Whole of 
inherent and perſonal Holineſs; I have been writing 
a Rephy. i) for a Bleſſing. ore this ppor little Piece 
of controverſal Work, which I undertook for my dear. 
Lord Jeſus, and have been carried thro by Him; 
to help, if He pleaſe, ſome of his leaſt Brethren, who 
may ave been .entangled by the. Enemy of Souls, 
thro' Men of corrupt Minds. Ob bow fad b it, that 
awhile tome exclude Chrilt's. Obedience ta de Law, 
bliſh their own Righteouſgeſs; others; under Pretgnce 
of advancing Chriſt's, deny our perſonal Holinek, in 
Conformity to him, our holy Head: And this under 
ſuch deceptive Phraſes, that entangle many poor 
Souls! How does Satan, every Way, work againſt 
Rec ert. But, Glary be to God! our Lord 
ues, at the, lelm, and will ſteer the Ship, bis Church 
aright. He will lead, his own in the Mid# of the 
Paths. ef Judgment. And. thoſe, who for wiſe and 
holy, good and gracious Ends, for a Time may be 
| anne e aſide, ſhall hear a Voice behind them, 
ayings. This is tbe Way, walk in i. 
er gear Site I rejoice in the Lord's Eoving - 
kindne to your dear Soul; and pray that all Grace, 
may . always abound towards you. Go on, ſweet 
oul, in the Lord's Strength, and conſtrain'd by his 
ve to {grve him, to follow hard after him. Lou 
will_ſogg-geach Glory with him: To ſee him as he 


* 


Peiſeetl Ake him, and te ſerve him in Love, 
Ka e big god dane him in Lowe, = 


) 


Life and Joy, ineffable and eternal! Into the Arms 
of your own. Lord Jeſus, I commit you; and in 
Him, with great Affection, I am, my dear Siſter, | 

Ware „ inge A! | Yours forever, 444 4x. 
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Thank you for your Letter. The Enemy that 
told you, I ſhould call what you wrote, [n/ipid 
and Nonſenſe: is a Liar. For our dear Lord - ena- 
bled me to pick good Senſe, out of your liſping 
Language, and made it fweet and ſavoury to my 
Soul. — 1 find by your Letter, that you have a Sight 
of your own Heart-Corruptions, that your Soul Hates 
Sin, and ſtrives againſt it; that you ſee your own 
| Righteovuſneſſes to be f!/hy Rags, and defire to be 
found in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ; that CHRIST is 
the Rock on which you venture, the Foundation on which 
you build; and that being perſwaded you ſhall not 
be moved, you give the Glory of your Salvation, not 
to yourſelf, and your poor Performances, but to the 
LoRp alone, who has wrought Salvation 2 you, 
and will work it in you. — And this is ſuch good 
S1/e; that it is well underſtood and approv'd by all 
chat are tritually Wiſe, tho' a Myſtery,” and unin- 
telligible, do every natura Man, throughout the learn- 
ed World. Our Lord thanks his Father, as the great 
Sovereign of Heaven and Earth, that He had bid 
theſe Thinks fromthe Miſe and Prudent, and revealed 
thera unto"Babts-: Aden „, Father, ſays He, for ſo it 


ſeemed 


| A 45 J 
feemed good in thy Sight. — Oh dear Zoſeph, God * 


done more for you, in Revealing bis Son in you, than 
if he had made you one of the Wiſe, Rich * Mighty 
of the Earth; yea, the ſole Monarch of the Univerſe! 
Oh what empty Things, what childiſh Toys, are all 
the Glories and Greatneſs of this World, poſſeſs'd by 
Men that are Chriftleſs! One Canisr, is infinitely 
better than Millions of Worlds, were there ſo many! 
— Here is Viſdom, all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge; to make the moſt fooliſh Creatures, in- 
tereſted therein, wiſe unto Salvation] Here ate Riches, 
immenſe and endleſs; to make the pooreft Souls rich 
in Faith here, and rich in Glory hereafter | Here are 
Honours, high and durable; to exalt for ever, tlie 
malt baſe and noble Here are Pleaſures, pure and 
full; to ſatisfy and ſolace, mourning, longing Souls, 
thro* Time, and to Eternity! Here are Glories, bright 
and unſearchable; to entertain and raviſb, our capa- 
cious immortal Spirits, unto Ages <without End | — 
But what ſhall I ſay ? I hath pleaſed the Father, that 
in Chriſt all Fulneſs ſhould dwell: both created and 
uncreated, All the Fulneſs of the Creature, and all 
the Fulneſs of Gop : All Beauties, Excellencies and 
Glories, meet in our Jzesus! And thro' Him, ſplen- 
didly caſt their Rays upon all His, to make them 
beautiful, excellent and glorious, in this preſent Time, 
and to the Days of Eternity! — But none can tell 
how happy a Chriſtian, is in CHRIST !>It is better ex- 
perienc d than expreſt. And much. leſs can any tell, 
what a SEA 'of Bu BL1ss, CHr1s7T is to a Chriſtian 
Happy, Happy, Thrice ' happy Soul, that can oy 
Fs the Spouſe, My Beloved is Mine, and I am 
is! 
Have you ſeen, dear Child, ſo. much of Cuxisr- 1 


enn to make Him, The Chief among Ten 
bouſand 
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Thouſand in your Eſteem, and precious to your Soul ? 
Then Jesvs is. yours But lo, the Ten Thouſandth Part ? 
of his Glory, has: not yet been told you! But ſince 


CHRIST, and alt; his Glory is yours; Oh follow "on. 


1 
% 


- 


to know Him! Pray to the Father- of Mercy, the Gold 
of Glary, to give unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Re- 
velation .in the Knowledge of Him : That you may 
on up in all Things into CHRIST daily, in the 


aith of what He is to you, and in the Obedience 
thereof, giving up yourſelf in Love to Him continu-* = 
ally. Be afſur'd, that there is a Neceſſity of your 
_ Growth in Grace, both for your Lord's Honour, and 
for your Soul's preſent, and eternal Advantage. And 
molt earneſtly preſs forward, in all appointed Means, 
to know CHRIST, and the Fellowſhip of his Sefferings, 


7 cath, in dying vnto- 


being made conformable unto bis. ; 
Sin daily: And in the Power of. bis Rifurrefiivn,: 

quickning you to live unto God. Dread carnal SE" 
curity, earthly Mindedneſs, and an imprudent, care-. 
leſs Walk. And flee to Chriſt for Succour, upon 
the firſt Appearance of them. You are call'd into 
Fellowſhip with God, with Jeſus Chriſt, with Saints, 
with Angels. And how holy ſhould ſuch a one be? 
You are .call'd 'to.be a Soſdier under the Captain of 
your Salvation, to fight under his Banner, to behave 
valiantly.; To wreſtle, not againſt Fleſh and Blood 
only, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, a- 
Saint the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt 
Pirituel Mictedneſſes in bigh Places: Againſt the 
Whole Tmin of Chriſt's, and your Enemies, which 
are always beſctting you round about. And how 
Waidhful ſhould ſuch a one be, to have his Armour 
always on, for his on Defence, and to put the Ene- 
my qo Flight? You ate call d to run C Rag by Faith 

and Patience, in all holy Obedience continually, for 
OT Nang | Es an 
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it be the Marter of your Thankſgiving, that the Lord 


ſuch Maſters. are to Az found: in this ungodly Age. — 


- off che TrffruRtione And. Admonitionvwhith FU grwlh- 


Sud; 


an incorruptible Crown of Sen 


And what Time 
is there for. ſuch a one to lack his Pace, to loiter, to 
give Way to ſpiritual Slumber? Be intreated th bib 


fore, to give all Diligence about the important Work 


that lies before you. That ſo you may glorify CR 167 
on the Earth, and be found of HIM in Peace, with- 
out 


Spot and Blameleſs; when He comes to 1 
Account of his Servants, and to owa and cron | 
their- Services, * * freeſt Grace, win endleſs 

Count it your: hm ang! 


Happineſs, and All let 


has given you ſuch a dar Maftrr, that rejcleeth to 


ſerve, your Soul and ow you forward in tlie Ways 
of God. A ALE prays for A Bleſſing "upon 
you, and wiſheth yo 1 — in every Grace; "Few 


See that you love and honour Him in the Lord, and 
that you pray fet a Bleſſing upon Hm, and 4 


you. And in all Ti labour to follow Him, ex ie 
follows, Cune 7. 
. I am, glad you chuſe the Saints, the Excellent of 
the Earch, for your Aſſociates, and are happy in their 
Fellowſhip. 80 go on ſtill, and make them only - 
your Companions on Earth, with whom you ſhalt 
have everlaſting Fellowſhip in Heaven. I cemmir* 
you to the Care. of che great Shepherd : To be ga. 
ther'd with his Arm, and carried in his Boſom, ſafe 


thro' this weary Wilderneſs, into the Land of Reſt. 


And with dear Love to you and your Chriſtian Friends, 
Nan an Intereſt 1 in your Prayers, | ne 1758 


to Th Harrer Priend g. and. Servant i l., 15 
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LETTRK®. MY, 
"To Ne. 40. '* 740 


mh fear Brother in Chriſt, | 


T is the good Pleaſure of my All. wiſe and gra- 
cious God, frequently to exerciſe me with Aﬀic- 
tion of Body ; ſo.that I Jive as it were upon, the Bor- 
ders of — World. This doubtleſs, is among 
the All Things, which work together for my Good. 


And moſt tenderly my kind. Father deals with me, 
as to my weak Body. He debates with my Illneſs, 


and frequently at Evening. tide, he makes it Iigbt. 
And as. to m my, poor Soul, highly favour'd of the Lord, 
He is pleas' d to bleſs me with the abiding Wimeſs 


of his Spirit, That I am A Child, and an Heir of 


Gop : And as ſuch I rejoice in Hope of approaching 
Glory, of that vaſt. Inheritance, incorruptible, unde 
fled, and that Kaul not away, which 15 reſerved for 
mne in Heaven. 

And ſince, my dear Brother, it is the enjoy d Pri- 
vilege of ſome of God's Children, which ought to 


be | ht for by them all, after they have believed, to 


be ſealed, with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe : Will you 
not ſeek this for yourſelf? Will you not earneſtly 
Meek it? Verily the Knowledge of our Intereſt in 


Chriſt, a ſettled Perſwaſion thereof given us by the 
Holy Ghoöſt the Comforter, who as ſuch is the Ear- 
neſt. of our Inheritance, is ineffably more Worth than 

the whole World! Than Millions of Worlds! were 
there ſo many. O what 7 'y Things are the Riches, 
r 


. Honours: and Pleaſures, his periſbing World ! 
They will farve an immortal Soul: The mhore eager- 
ly tos are ſought, the furthet we fer from real Hap- 

pineſs. 


_ 
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pineſs. And the more agreeable the World, and all 
that is therein, the Luft 1 the Fleſh, the Luſt of the 
Eye, and the Pride of Life are to us; the deeper 
they pierce, and ſtab our precious Souls. Fheſe are 
the Things, which will ill Unbelievers with Death, 
with eternal Death! And tho? a Believer in Chriſt, is 
forever ſecured from that; yet if we live after the 
Figo, (tho? but partially) we ſhall die. Our Spirits 
as a juſt Rebuke from our diſpleaſed God, ſhall 
in . Comforts. We ſhall die in our Graces,: a9 
to the lively Exerciſe thereof; die in our Fruitfulneſs 
to God, and UſefulneIsto his People. We ſhall loſe 
our Time, live as it were in vain ; yea, and loſe our 
Crown, that Crown of Righteouſneſs, which thoſe 
that fight. the good Fight of Faith, of the freeſt Grace, 
ES to their Works, ſhall receive in the. Day 
of Chrift, — What a fad Bargain then, will choſe 
have of the World, who for it, loſe their Souls 
And O what Loſers are thoſe who: ſhall be ſav'd at 
laſt, yet ſo as by Fire, when to catch at — 
and tranſitory Things, they let go true Subſtance, du- 

rable Riches, and ſo far loſe immortal Foy and G'ory! 
The World, my Brother, ever ſince Sin entred, is an 
evil Place unto God's People. The bitter Waters of 
Affliction, or the dangerous, Waters of outward Eaſe, 
Honour and Pleaſure, run the Deſart through. It is 
beſt for us while in it, to behave as Strangers and 
Pilgrims on the Earth, and eagerly to ſeek a bettty 
Country, that is, an Heavenly. And that pure River 
of Water of Life, clear as Cryſtal, "which proceedeth out 
of the Throne of God and of the Lamb: The Streams 
whereof (in, the All-ſurpaſſing Joys of the Holy 
Ghoſt) make glgd the Citizens ef Zion, while in a 
World, af Bo and h N all eee in'a 


des ate torning Toply- TE. $ 2 N 
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Oh my Brother, Can you ref, while Sins and 
1 are N in you? No; Sin and Sorrow, Fear 
and Torment are joined. Will you not then by freſh 
Acts of Faith, and frequent, fervent Prayer, earneſt- 
ly ſeek Ixsus? That Friend who loves at all Times, 
that Brother. of yours, born for this your Adverfity? 
Will you not ſeek the freſh Diſplays of his Sin-par- 
doning, Sin-ſubduing Grace ? And the renewed and 
increaſing Joys of his Salvation, to flow out. upon 
your Spirit, to your ſweet Reſt and Refreſhment in 
this weary Wilderneſs z To your further Perfection 
in Love, and to the caſting out of tormenting Fear ? 
Come, my Brother, believe afreſh, commit your Soul 
repeatedly into the Hands of Cbriſt, and count Him 


able and faithful, to keep it ſafe till the Day of his 


Appearing. Give not over Fighting : For the Vic- 
tory is, and ſhall be yours. You are, you ſhall be, 
more than a Conqueror thro*-him that loved, thro? Him 
that loves yqu. O! Have you left your firſt Love? 
The Love of your Jesvs, his firſt Love to you, is 
ſtill the ſame! An infinite, free, independent Love / 
An invariable, All-prevailing, and eternal Love:! 
The Heart of Jenovan-Jssus, towards you, is As 
full of Love as ever; brimful, Running-over full, 


of Love to you ! His Love hath an infinite Strength in 


it, to een all Oppoſition, and to change you, 
in your Creature-Meaſure, into the Image of bis per- 
fell Love. And having loved you as his own, and 
call'd you by Grace; He will love you to the End, 
and L you with endleſs Glory. — What, fear pe- 
riſhing, my Brother, when you. have truſted your 

Soul in the Saviour's Hands ! No; Becauſe Chriſt lives, 


you ſhall never die, you ball live alſo. None ſhall 


pluck you out, of his Hands. Satan ſhan't defer 
Jeu, Your Soul is bound up in the Bundle of. 22 
W 1 


1511 

with the Lox D your God, The World ſhan't be your 
Ruin: CaRIsT hath overcome it for you. And Sin 
ſhall not have Dominion over you: For you are not 
under the Law, but under Gyate. — To your Arms 
then; Put on the whole Armour of Got; Fight va- 
hantly, as a good Soldicr of Jeſus Chriſt , And crown'd 
you ſhall ſhortly be as an Overcomer.— That yon 
may be filled with all Joy and Pence in Believing; 
unto increaſing Holineſs here, and great Glory here- 
er; is the hearty Deſire of, my dear Brother, 


Your offeFtionate Friend and _ 
Servant in the Lord, 


— ↄ— 


IS 


err 
To Mr. 0. 


y My dear and bonour'd Brother in the Lord, 


AM glad you are one of Sion's Moutners* You 
ſhall be comforted. Yet a little while, and Son's 
King will build Sion's Walls, beautify her Palaces, 
and fill thern with the Preſence of his own Glo 
The precious Sons of Sion, comparable to fine G 2 
ſhan't be always like cart hen Pitchers, and lie ations 
the Pots, as broken Veſſels, of little Uſe for Go 
and in whom there ſeems to be no Pleaſure, No, 
my Brother, Chriſt, the glorious Head of the Church, 
will malte lis Body, the Church, glorious ; a fit Pa- 
lace for the King of Glory to dwelf in. The Church, 
which no em to be Forſaken and deſolate, ſhall be 


called Hepb2i-bah, the "Lon d's'Delight ; and all her 


Members, as Veſſels of Honour; meet for the Ma- 
G 2 ſters 
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ſters Uſe, Full of God, ſhall be employ'd by him, 
and bleft of him, in his glorious Work, to their full 
Joy, and his ;endleſs Praiſe. Burning and ſhining 
Lights, all the Saints ſhall. ſhortly 4 Lamps | 
Fire, out of which God will ine. The Church's 
brighteſt Glory, Light, . Life and Joy, is yet to 
come upon her. Let us ſeek it, my Brother; the 

Lord will hear our Prayers; and thoſe that love Fe- 
ruſalem, ſhall rejoice wah her for her Conſolation, -: 
As to the Trial, dear Sir, with which your 
heavenly Father: is pleaſed to exerciſe you in the Al. 
fliction of your dear Child; believe hat you have 
God's = the Love of his Soul, .in this ſmart 
Stroke of his Hand; and you will kiſs the Rod, and 
ſay, Father, thy Will be done! It is a ſweet Thing, 

under Divine Chaſtiſement, to be in Subjefiion to the 
Father of Spirits. For Life is, and ſhall. be the Ef- 
fect of it: The Life of Grace, in the further Increaſe 
of it here; and the Life of Glory, in a proportion- 
able Advance thereof, with which Grace ſhall be 
crown'd hereafter. This Affliction, dear Sir, is ſent 

by cke Lord your Lover, for your Souls Profit; tb 

| " you. (more extenſively and increaſingly) OG 
talen of his Holineſs, And if you get a little more 
Co 1 to Chriſt hereby; How great will be the 
ee our preſent Exerciſe ! The Righteous 
ſhall _— ike the Palm Tree, under preſſing 
44 eight, a grow like a Cedar in Lebanon. The 
Lord grant yqu Grace under your preſent. Trial, to 
walk worthy: of .Gop |. Of your entire Intereſt in him, 
near Relation, and ſolemn Dedication to him! Then, 
Brother, the Name of our Lord will be glorified in you, 
and you ſhall be glorified in Him, according to the 
Grace of God, and of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt.— And as 
humble Submiſſion to the Divine Will, ſweet Ac- 
quieſence 
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quieſcence, and patient Endurance, are Honours due 
from you as a dear Child, unto God your gracious 
Father, while the Affliction laſts; fo are Faith and 
Hope in him, and Prayer, to him for Deliverance, 
For, ' behold the Language of your Father's Love, 
who fince he ſpake againſt you, earneſtly rethembers 


you ſtill, even to you in your preſent Diſtreſs, is 
this: Call upon Mx in the Day of Trouble; I will 4 
liver thee; and thou ſhalt glorify Me, Pſalm 50. 13. 
Here, dear Sir, you have the Rule of Duty, and the 
Promiſe of Privilege, in the preſent Caſe, given you. 
Thankfully obey the ſweet Command ; delightfully 
embrace the abſolute Promiſe z and thereby, let your 
Faith. and Hope claſp about the God of Salvation, 
and wreſtle you with Him for Deliverance, that his 
Glory, and your Joy therein, may be great and full. 
F will — thee : What can Gop ſay more? Cet 10 
your Seal that He js true herein. Count Him able, 
and Faithful that hath promiſed. Aſk in Faith; 
wait in Hope; and Deliverance, in the Lord's Way. 
and Time, ſhall certainly come. Your Hope, in the 
Thing hoped for, ſhall be Gladneſs ; and the Lord's 
delivering Kindneſs, to his eternal Honour. My 
kind Service to your good Family, and to; all the 
dear Servants of Chriſt, who in the preſent Caſe, 
- may join to ſeek the Lord with you. May the Spirit 
of Grace and of Supplications, be wn oured upon 
you; that you may be wreſtling Jatrobs, and pre- 
vailing T/raels: To the Glory of Jſruei's Gov, and 
the Joy of Jacob's Seed! So prays, dear Sir, L 


2 our moſt affettionate Friend and Servant 
. our awn mop precious Lok Jesvs, 


—— 


eee. 
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1 E T T E. R XVI. 
To Mrs, e! 


15 dear Siller in Chriſt, 


1 one Member in the Body of. Chriſt ſuffers ; the 
\ teſt: ſympathize, I compaſſionate - you in 
preſent — And your dear Lerd Jeſus, count 
— AMidtion as His. Hx ſuffers together with 5%. 
And from an Infinity of flowing Compaſſions in his 
Heart towards you, and an Omnipotence of Power 
in his Hand a for you, He will again bring 
you: forth to the Light,” and you ſhall behold his 
Rigbteouſneſs. Aye, like Heman, you are laid 
as it were in the lowed Pit, in Darkneſ3, in the Deeps. 
Tho' all God's Faves paſs over you, and you are 
fort up, and cannot come forth. The Lord will ſhew 
 Wandirs to the Dead; the Dead ſhall ariſe and praiſe 
him. His Loving. Kindneſs ſhall be declared in the 
Grave, and his Faitbfulneſs in Dęſtruction. Chriſt's 

dead Men ſhall Jide; the Members of his myſtical 
Body, from Deaths of Troubles, as well as from the 
Congqueſt of natural Death, by virtue of his Reſur- 
rection, ſhall ariſe. For his Dew is as the Dew of 
Herbs, and the Earth ſpall caſt out her Dead. Awake, 
and fing, is the Saviour's Voice, his All- producing 
Word, to thoſe that dwell in Dat. This, my dear 
Siſter, yon ſhall hear. For ſtill you are Chriſt's Dove, 

. tho* hiding yourſelf from him, thro' Fear in the 
Dark, By Rua by you ſhall hear your Beloved's 
Voice, ſaying unto you, Riſe up, my Love, my fair 
One, and come away. For lo, the Winter is paſt, the 
Rain is over and gone. The Flowers appear on the” 
Earth, the Time of the Singing of Birds is * 
an 


| Iss 1 
and the Voice of the Turtle is heard in our Land. 
The Lord will compaſs you about with Songs of De- 
liverance; and as one of his Redeemed, you ſhall ſay, 
His Mercy endureth for ever, *Tis eaſy with God to 
fulfil his Promiſe, to give you the Oil of Foy for 
| Mourning, and the Garments of Praiſe for the Spirit 


of Heavineſs. That you may be called a Tree "of 
Righteouſneſs, the Planting of the Lox d, that He 
may be glorified. Whatever be your Diſeaſes in Soul 
or Body; Chrift can heal them. Believe you that he 
is able 10 do this? What think you of his Willing- 
neſs Moſt ſurely, the Lord is —_ to ſave you, 
Are you willing to be healed? If you are; O my 
dear Child, proſtrate your Soul at Fefus's Feet, and 
ſay, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canſt make me whole / 
And you ſhall ſee the Wangers of his ſaving Love. 
1 your Deſires, my dear Siſter, with thoſe of 

3 Father and Brother, and others of the 
| | and People; who may be concern\{ to ſupplicate 
his Throne on your Account. For our Gon, is a: 
God htaring Prayer. His Bawels are troubled" for 
you ; and in the delt Way and Time, he will ſurely 
have Mercy upon you. And that the Time, the ſet 
Time to favour you, may quickly come; is the earnelt 
Nohre of, my dear Siſter, 


© Fours moſt tenderly in the 
_- BHowels of Feſus Chr — 
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LETTER xvn. = 


To Mrs. A———z, 


My dear Sifter in Chriſt, , 
"OURS I receiv'd, and return Thanks. Fo 


Lord would put a Word for you into my Mouth, and 
by it ſpeak unto your Heart? You tell me, Your 
* Caſe is very bad: I am glad you ſee it to be fo. 


The whole need not a Phyſician ;, but they that are fick. 


You ſay, © You have had me ſmall Sight of your 


© dreadful State by Nature, but fear you have not 


e ſeen it as you ought.“ And who of God's Chil- 
dren, have ſeen Sin, in its Guilt, Filth, and Deſert, 
as it is? Or who of them have ſeen the Miſery of 
Man by Sin, in the full Nature and Extent of it? 


And Sho among Believers, are humbled before God, 


as becomes Sinners, the chief of Sinners? Alas! we 


know but little of our Sin and Miſery by our Fall in 


Adam, and are but little affected with it as we ought. 
If we have ſcerwſo much of our Sin and Miſery, that 
makes Chriſt, and the Whole of his Salvation appear 
abſolutely neceſſary to us; we have had a ſaving 
Sight of Sin. And ſhall ſee more of its horrid Na- 


ture, and loath ourſelves more in our own Sight for 


it, in the Lord's Time; while to humble us in the 


Duſt, and to exalt our Praiſes, the Grace of God 
thro? Chriſt, ſuperabounds, overy all the Aboundings 
of Sin. As to your Fears, Becauſe you han't been 
under thoſe ſharp Convictions which others have :? 

The Work of the Holy Ghoſt in a ſaving Conviction 
of Sin, admits of Degrees, in different Souls, and in 


the ſame Soul, at different Times. You ſay, Fou 
«© feel 


now, what mall I ſay to you? O that the 


z e — 
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feel much Stupidity and Hardneſs of Heart.“ Since 
you have a grieving Senſatiqn of this Death of Sin; it 
is an Evidence that you are bleſt with a Life of 
Grace. It is the new Adam's Life in your Soul, that 
groans under the old Adam's Death that works therein. 
You ſay, my dear Siſter, © That you feel much of 
© the dreadful reigning Power of Sin, which makes 
you fear.“ But if you have a painful Feeling of the 
Power of Sin, a Fear of its Prevalence, and a Dread 
of its Reign; it is not the rejgning, but the vſurp- 
ing, © moleſting Power of Sin that you feel. The 
Reign of Sin 1s ſlain in your Soul, by the Reign of 
Grace. And Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you; 
for you are not under the Law, (that condemns for 
Sin, that gives no Strength againſt Sin) But under 
Grace. That forgives your Sins, that caſts them into 
the Depths of the Sea, that will ſubdue your [niqui- 
ties, heal your Backſlidings, and love you freely, You 
further tell me, * That at Times you hay& Hope in 
© the dear Saviour, that he will make you willing in 
* the Day of his Power, as you have earneſt De- 
« fires- after him, and think you could renounce all 
for him.“ If you hope in Chriſt that he wi make 
you willing in the Day of his Power, if the De/ire of 
your Soul is after him, as a complete Saviour in all 
Reſpects, as Prophet, Prieſt and King, and if you 
could. renounce all for him : The Work is done, you 
are made willing in the Day of his Power. His 
'Love- Power, his Salvation - Power hath already 
wrought on your Heart. And you may well hope 
in him; for he that hath Ja the Work, will 
complete it. Aye, tho' it is yet but a Day of ſmall 
Things ; the Lord will not 40e it. Tho' your Be- 
 Sinning be but fmall, your Jaizer End ſhall greatly in- 


© rreaſe, That ſame Almighty Power, which from an 
Infi- 
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Infinity of Love, Grace and Mercy, hath ſaved you 
unto HY/!lingneſs, will give you all that Salvation 
which your willing Soul deſires. Be of good Cheer: 
You are the Lord's: You are doubtleſs one of Ghrift's 
People, or he had never made you thus willing in the 
Day of his Power. Willing to be ſaved by him, 
from all Sin, Wrath and Death, unto all Holineſs, 
Life and Glory: Willing to receive and embrace 
Him, the altogether lovely Jeſus, as your Lord, 
your Love, your Life, your All in All. And be af- 
ſur'd. my dear Siſter, Chriſt was firf willing to re- 
ceive and embrace you, to take you into the neareſt 
Relation to himſelf, to ſave you perfectly, and to 
love you eternally; or you .had not been made thus 
willing to be ſaved by him. And if Chriſt is willing 
to receive and embrace you as his, even juſt now, 
juſt as you are, in all your ſeen Vileneſs and Unwor- 
|| | thineſs, in all your Wants and Emptineſs, and to 
give Himſelf and. all his Fulneſs unto you as yours ; 
to love you freely, to fave and ſupply you fully, and 
to ſolace you eternally : Will you not, juſt now, 
open wide the Arms of your Faith, to receive and 
embrace HI? Will you not, embracing Him, lay 
Claim to him as your Own, and ſay with Thomas, 
My Lord, and my God! And will you not give up- 
yourſelf to Hg to be entirely His? Will you not 

ſay, perſuaded of your Relation, and by Way of De- 
dication to him, I am the LoRD's? O commit your- 
ſelf entirely, your Soul, your Body, and all that 
concerns you for Time and for Eternity, into your 
Almighty Saviour's Hands: To be ſaved by him 
completely, to. be ſanctified to him wholly, and to 
be glorified with him eternally, And reſting on his 
. and Faithfulneſs, ſay, 1 know in whom I have 
believed, (I know whom I have truſted) and that he. 


is 
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is able to keep that which ] have committed unto his 
Charge againſt that Day. — Thus, my dear Siſter, 
you will rejoice Chriſt's Heart, and honour the 
Lord that hath loved you, and bought you with his 
Blood, that has woo'd and won you by his Grace 
and Power. Chriſt will look upon you as the Fruit 
of the Travel of his Soul, as the Purchaſe of his 
Blood, and the Conqueſt of his Arm, and will be 
ſatisfied, And your Salvation and Glory by him, 
will be unto him an infinite Joy. For, The Log D 
thy God in the Midſt of thee is mighty ;, be will ſave, 
Be will rejoice over thee with Foy, he will reſt (com- 
placently, unchangeably and eternally) in his Love, 
he will je over thee with Singing, Zeph. 3. 17. And, 
Thou ſhalt rejoice in the Logy, and ſhalt glory in the 
Holy One of iſrael, Ta. 41. 16. 

And as my dear Siſter, - you hunger and thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs; take your Lord's Word for it, that 
you are in a bleſſed State; have true Faith in him, 
and Love to him wrought in your Soul; as is ma- 
nifeſt by your Diſcernings of his Glory, and Deſires 
after Communion with him in Love. And as ſurely 
as the Saviour is God, and cannot lie, you Hall. be 
filled, Matt. 5. 6. As one of the Loxp's People, you 
ſhall be ſatisfied with his Goodneſs, Jer. 31. 14. 

And ſince, my dear Siſter, you are enabled to 
look unto Chrift for Salvation, to obey this his Com- 
mand, given to Sinners at the greateſt Diſtance from 
him, Look unto Mx, all ye Ends of the Earth: And 


have the Grant of Salvation, of Chriſt, and all Life 


in and with him, given you from his own Mouth, 
While he ſays unto you in this your looking, Be ye 
Javed ; Iſa. 45. 22. And ſince all the Promiſes of 
God, are in Chriſt yea, and in Him Amen, unto the 
Glory of God by us, 2 Cor. 1. 20, Why ſhould you 
| H 2 0 refuſe 


[ 60 } 

Ill refuſe to be comforted by thoſe Promiſes which are | 

| brought into your Mind? Why ſhould you fear, | 

lj that thoſe Promiſes in particular don't belong to you, a 
When all the Promiſes in general are yours? And. 

| believe it, there is no Promiſe of God, that brings 
the Lord and his Loving-Kindneſs near to your | 
Spirit, and that brings you near unto him, that 

|| | ſtrengthens your Faith, and encourageth your Hope 
| 


in him, and draws out your Love to him, tho* but 

for a few Moments; but was given you of God, and 

applied to your Soul by the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter. 

| | And upon every ſuch Promiſe. + as it ſtands in God's. 

Will Book, and as it was applied to your Heart, you may 

0 Jay hold by Faith, as your own, It is your Promiſe, | 

0 it was made to you, by a God that cannot lie. G $ 
i rich Soul! Chriſt 1 is yours, and that, and all the Pro- 

| miſes of God are yours in Him! Rejoice in your 

i! Portion; it is wondrous Great, You are an Heir of 

: Gov, and a joint Heir with Cux1sT! His Grace be 


with your Spirit! In the Bowels of Jeſus it. 1 
am, my dear Siſter, 


Yours moſt tenderly, 


LETTER XVII. 


— ˙¹ũ.ÿ —— 


Ii dear Siſter in the Lord, | 
HIS is God's Way of Working for his | 
| People : In the Mount it ſhall be ſeen. Our 
Fxtremity, is God's Opportunity, to diſplay his“ 
Glory as the Ged of all Grace, and our very preſent 
. Help 
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with him, You are welcome, my dear Siſters, to the 


( 61] 
Help in Trouble ; and the more to endear his de- 
livering Kindneſs to our Souls. 


And now what ſhall I fay to you, and to the reſt 
of my dear Lord's weak and tender Lambs, which 
by bs own Arm have lately been brought into his 
Fold ? I welcome you into the Church of God. My 
Soul Tgoiceth over you. Yea, our Lord, your kind 
Shepherd, rejoiceth over yon; and calls his Friends 
and Neighbours, the Saints and Angels, to rejoice 


Privileges of the Houſe of God below. It is your 
preſent Home, you Children of the King. Our 
Lord, the King of Glory, dwells in Sion; and there 


he would have you, his royal Offipring dwell. As 
the Fruit of his Love and Blood, of his Life and In- 


terceſſion for you at God's Right Hand, he gives 
you a Name and a Place in his Houſe, and rejoiceth 
over you. in all your Fey. O, it is the Joy of Chriſt's 
Heart, to ſee you all about him in Sion, and to fit 
with him at his Table. Ft 
away all your Sins. His Righteouſneſs adorns your 
Souls. Chriſt's Acceptableneſs, is yours to God. 
The Beauties of his ſpotleſs Purity, and glorious O- 
bedience, both active and paſſive, are put upon you: 
Or, your Beauty is made perfe#, thro? * Comelineſs, 


which he hath put upon you. Thus you are made 
ſpotleſs, glorious, accepted with the * in the 


Beloved. Thus you are well dreſſed, for the Pre- 
ſence of the King: And as you ſtand in Chriſt, are 
the LorD's Delight And as the Beauties of your al- 
together lovely Lord, are imputed to, or put upon 
you, by free, ſovereign, unchangeable Grace ; ſo 


likewiſe, do you put on Chriſt by Faitb, in all your 
Approaches unto God. Put on your beſt Robes, 


when you enter the Preſence of the King. Thoſe 
holy 


His Blood hath waſhed - 


„ 
holy Garments, curiouſly wrought for you, by Chriſt's 
own Hand; which for Beauty and Glory, are perfect, 
excellent, permanent. Which are ſubje& to no De- 
cay, which fade not, change not with your Frames. 
And ſo worſhip your Lord, the King; for greatly 
will he de/ire, and delight in your Beauty. — And lo, 
my dear little Children, your dear Lord Feſus, 74 


made you beautiful, amiable Objects in his Eye, not 
only from his own Beauties imputed, but alſo im- 
parted. . Having given you the Spirit of Grace, and 
by him wrought every Grace in your Hearts; he de- 
lights in his own Image in your Souls. And tho? 
you are yet but little Children; he ſees and declares 
the End, from the Beginning. He ſees you in all 
that Fulneſs e Stature, of Manhood, that Perfection 
of Holineſs, of Conformity to himſelf, unto which 
you ſhall ſhortly grow up; and your future Bright- 
neſs, at preſent takes his Heart. He ſees the open 
Flower of Glory, in the Bud of every Grace. And 
the very Buddings of your weakeſt Graces, exceed- . 
ingly delight your moſt gracious Lord. And in no 
Will wite will he for ſake the Work of his own Hands; but 
per fett that which concerneth you. Caſt therefore 
your Care upon this Almighty H1Mm continually; for 
of his infinite Love and Grace, his Mercy and Faith- 
fulneſs, he doth and will, care for you inceſſantly. — _ 
And now, that while the Lord is as the Dew unto 
| your-Souls, you may all grow as th? Lily, caſt forth 
your. Roots- as Lebanon, and become tall Cedars, and 
green Qizve-Trees in the Houſe of God: is the ſincere 
Defre: of, my dear Siſter, © 


"Yours moſt tenderly in the Bowels of Grit, 
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Jeep. Moſt ſurely, the Honour of God our Father, 


our reaſonable Sffvice. And whenever made ſenſible 


11 


LETTER XIX. 
To Mr. 5. 


My very dear Brother, 


T is an unſpeakable Privilege, to have | our Souls 5 
held in Life, our Feet kept on the Rock of Ages, 
and our Goings. eſtabliſhed in the Lord's s Ways. To 
be kept in ſome meaſure waking, and waiting for 
our Lord, at a Time when the Yirgins ſlumber and 


of Chriſt our Redeemer, and of the Holy Ghoſt our 
Comforter is concerned in our hely wa king. in our 
being in Behaviour, as becometh Holineſs. As be- 

* cometh thoſe who are 5 unto. God, in Heart and 
Life dedicated to his Glory. And as by our yielding 
unto Sin, we act lira to the God of all Grace, 
and to his great Deſign in our Salvation, in farmin 

us for Himſelf ; that we ſhould fhew forth bis Praiſe: 
So we have reaſon to be deeply humbled for all our 
Heart, and Life Backſlidings. O my dear Brother, 
let us confeſs, and bewail our ' Sins, over the Head of N 
Chriſt, the great Sacrifice ; who bears them all away; 
and befofe God our Father, who is ready! t pardon, 
to Forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from all 
Unrighteouſneſs. And let us, overcome and — * ä 
by the Mercies of God, preſent. our Badies a livinę 


crifice, holy and acceptable by Feſus Chriſt — 16 , | 


that we fail herein, as the Lord knows we do innu- 
merable Ways and Times; let us waſh' in the Foun- 
tain of Chriſt's Blood, which is opened to the Houſe of 
David, and to the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, for Sin, 
and for Uncleanneſs, And again, in the Lord's 


Strength, 
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Strength, let us ſet about our Work; perfect ing Ho- 
lineſs in the Fear of God. Who hath called us unto 


Holineſs, to run the Way of his Commandments ;, and 
at the End of our Race, will crown us with eternal 


Glory. — The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt be with 
your Spirit! With great Affection, I am, my dear 


Brother, 
a 2 ours eBLarely, and forever, 


— — — 


LETTER XX. 
To Mr. -. 
My dear and honour'd Brother in Chriſt, 


F Rejoice that my printed Account of the Lord's 
K gracious Dealings with me, were bleſt for the En- 


lightning and Refreſhment of your dear Soul. All Glory 
to our good God !—You tell me, Brother, That you 
have had different Experiences of the Workings of 
the old, aud new Man, of the Fleſb, and the Spirit, 


of Sin and Grace. That you often cry, O wretched 


Man that I am! And yet can ſay, Thanks be to 
© God who giveth me the Victory thro' our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt ' — Aye, Zhere it is, that we have the 
Victory. Thro' Chriſt, the Anointed of the Father 
to fave Sinners. Thro' Him as Feſus, the Saviour, 
who bore our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, 


who put away our Sin, and forever made an End of 
it in- Himſelf, by the Sacrifice of Himſelf. And 


thro? Him as our Lord, who is and will be our 
King, to ſave us from Sin influentially, in our own 
Perſons, as He hath already done it myſtically in 

__ Himſelf. 
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Himſelf. Thro' the Saviour thus, we have and 
ſhall have the Victory. We are and ſhall be more 
than Conquerors, over Sin and all the woful Effects 
of it, chr Him that loved us. That loved us freely, 
that loved us antiently, that loved us infinitely, and 
that will love us unchangeably and eternally. That 
% loved us, even when in his Foreview, we: were- 
dead in Sins, that He engaged for us to the Father; 


as the Surety of the everlaſting Covenant, that He - 


would bear our Sins, and pay our Debts in the Ful- 

neſs of Time. And that by Virtue of his Ranſom- 

Price, he would redeem us by Power, from all Sin 
and Miſery, unto all Grace and Glory : Or, bring 

us, ſet free from the Power of Sin and Satan, Death 

and Grave, 'unto Gop; into begun Communion 

with him by Grace on Earth, and into the full 
and endleſs Viſion of his Glory in Heaven, And 

this great and glorious Work of Redemption by 

Price, our great Redeemer hath: finiſnt, by Love 

unknown, hath given us a complete Victory in 

Himſelf over all our Enemies. And in the ſame 

Knowledge-paſſmg Love, with his own. ſtretched out 

Arm, He hath begun, and will perfect our Re- 

demption by Power. A begun, pet ſonal Victory 

He hath already given us over our deadly Foes; 

and more than Conquerors over them all, in our 

own Perſons, He will ſhortly make us thro' his 
Love; the Loue- Power of his ſaving Arm, And 
for this Victory over all our ſpiritual Enemies, my- 
ſtical and influential, initial and total, which we 
have and ſhall have thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, we 
may well give Thanks unto God. For contrived and 

provided for us of old it was by his infinite WW iſdom 
and Grace. The Father, Son and Spirit, deve this 
Victory to us. The Farber loves ib rn. G the 
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unto eternal. Life by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


out, and Sin's Reign broken, and Chriſt 


muſt reign, until he bath 


ſet up in your poor Soul; and deftroy 
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Son ; the Son loves it to us from the Father; and 
the Holy Ghoſt loves it to us from botb. All the 
Three Perſons in Gop, by infinite Love, and Al 
mighty Potver, | give us the Victory. Hark, my 
Brother, it is a given Vifory ! That from firſt 4 
laſt, is all of one pure Piece, of rich, free Grace. 
It is a Victory given o us, by omnipotent Grace; 
and not with the Strength of our Hand, a Victory 


gotten by us. And hence it ſuits the moſt weak, 


unworthy, Hell-deſerving Sinners well. And we, 
under that Grace, which reigns thro' Righteouſneſs 


as 


triumphant Victors, Hall reign in Life with Him. 

Come then, my dear Brother, be very joyful that 
you have the Experience of the Fleſh and Spirit, of 
Sin and Grace, both dwelling together in your Soul, 
altho' the former puts you to Grief. For yet a 
little while, and the Enemies you ſee to Day, you 
hall ſee them mo more forever. Satan is already caſt 


by Dy 
that hath the Throne in your Heart, will keep i. 


Hr fhall rule in the Midft of his Enemies. And. Hz 
put all bis Enemies under bis 
Feet ;, and delivered you perfectly and forever out of 
their Hands. It is for this End, that his Kingdom is 


and break in 


Pieces, all contrary Power, it all: Until all — 
Faculties of your Soul, and Members of 


Body, are filled brimful of Life and Glory, by the 
All-prevailing Power of reigning Grace. Let none 
of your Enemies diſmay you, as if they would be 
too hard for you. For lo, The Loren your God, by 


little and little, will drive them out ** Before you, 
until you be increaſed in Grace, to inberit the Land 
of Glory. And mean Time, well remember, thoſe 


Wonders 
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Wonders of ſaving Love, which the Loxp hath al 
ready wrought for you: That by Sirength of Hand, 
He deſtroyed the Reign of Sin and Satan, and 
brought you out of Egypt's Land, from the Darkneſs 
and Bondage of a Nature State. And ſtill He is 
with you, in the Midſt of you, as a mighty Gan 
and "Ferridl : Mighty, to ſave you; Terrible, to 
deſtroy your Enemies. That ſame Almighty Power, 
which gave you the Victory in Chrift, and a begun 
Victory thro” Him, will complete it : Which began 
your Salvation, will perfe? it. Therefore ſit not 
down in Diſcouragement, as if it was in vain to 
ſtrive againſt Sin, Satan, and an inſnaring World. 
Make no League with your ſpiritual Enemies: But in 
the Name of the-Loxo, {t up your Banners; deſtroy 

| them ; war valiant in Fight: And you fhall urn to 
Flight the pry of the Alien — That all Grace may 
abound towards you, to fit you for all Divine Ser- 
vice; that clad” with the whole Armour of God, and 
firengthened with bis Might, you may behave as a 
good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt; until as 2 Labourer 
in his Work, and an Oyercomer of his Enemies, 
He crowns you with immortal Glory: is the hearty 


Deſire of, dear Sir, 
Your moſt offeftimate Friend and Servant 


In our moſt precious Lorp, 


| * 


Sr ID. 
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1 E. T T E R XXI. 
acti = 1 5 125 , To Mis. l 


- 30 very dear Siſter in Chriſt, A | | 


Comp aionate your Soul in your preſent Diſtreſs. 
Be of good Cheer: There is a River, the Streams 
whereof. Gall make you glad, as a Citizen of Sion, the 
City where God dwells. Gop is in the Midſt of you; | 
you ſhall not be moved: Gop fhall belp you, and that þ 
right carly. O my dear Siſter, han't you in Times 
palt, truſted your Soul, for al Salvation from Sin and 
Wrath, unto Holineſs and Glory, in the Hands of 
1 Esus ? If you have; think you not, that He is able to 
ſave you to the uttermoſt? O my dear Child, you are not 
yet got beyond the Reach, of Chriſt's ſaving Power. 
No, not beyond the Reach of his ſaving Love. Chriſt 
has you- ſtill, exceeding ſafe in his own All-gracious 
and Almighty Hands, And who, or what ſhall pluck 
you thence! And ſtill, ſtill, your Name ſtands en- 
graven upon his Teart, as your great High Prieſt in 
Heaven. For, a ſmall, Moment bath the Loxp for- 
faken you: But with everlaſting Kindueſ will He have 
1 on you. Tho' you have Taid, The Loxp bath © 
forſaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me: And 
have thought, that He hath forſook you utterly : 
Whereas it is but for a Moment, that he hides Him- 
Telf from you, as to his manifeſtative Fayour. And 
this to commend the unchangeable Love of his Heart 
towards you, ſo much the more, in its after, and 
brighter Shines upon you. For, hear what He ſays, 
Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, that foe ſhould 
nel have Compal on on the Few of ber. ane © Zea, 


* 
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they may forget: (Creature-Compaſſion, the moſt ten- 
der, being finite, may change and fail, towards the 
dearect Objects on which it's fix d, in their greateſt - 
Need and Diſtreſs) Zet will not 1(whoſe Compaſſions 
are infinite, unchangeable and eternal) forget 2hez. 
Bebold, I have graven thee upon the Palms of my Hands, 
thy Walls are continually before me, Ifa. 49. 14, Cc. 
O my dear Siſter, the Wounds made in Cbriſt's Hands, 
when pierc'd on the Croſs for you, are indelible Cha- 
raters of his Love. There He hath forever graves 
you: For all Salvation, preſent and eternal. That 
ſame infinite Love, that was ſtrong enough to engage 


him to die for you, is ſtrong enough to ſave you 10 


the uttermoſt. Your Name, your Perſon, is never out 
of his Love's Eye. No, nor your Caſe neither; your 
Walls are continually before Him. He ſees with in- 
finite Pleaſure, thoſe Salvation- Walls which He hath 
fix'd around you, for your everlaſting Security; and 
with boundleſs Compaſſion, the Breaches made upon 
your preſent Comforts: And, Again He will build 


you, and you fhall be built, Salvation (from the pre- 
ſent Diſtreſs.) will God appoint for Walls and for Bul- 
warks, . Your future Joy and Bliſs, your real and ap- 


prehended Safety, in God your Saviour, is preſent in 
his Eye. His Heart 1s intent upon your Edtration. 

And for your Shame, (for that Reproach which the 
Enemy hath caſt upon you, as really and totally for- 
ſaken of God) you hall have double: Double Glory. 
You ſhall be called Hepbzi- bab: The Loxp's De- 
tight. Such Diſplays of infinite Kindneſs await you, 
that you have never yet ſeen. And the preſent Dark- 
neſs of your being an apprehended Outcaſt from God's 


Favour, ſhall only ſerve as a Foil, to ſet off the Glo- 
ry. of his unchangeable,--inſeperable Love, which 


with 
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with a ſuperior Brightneſs, wall ſoon thine around 
you. , 
_ Return unto the: Lord therefore, my dear Siſter, the* 
noon kre. backſidden from him. For, Yet there is 

m. He will not cauſe his Anger to.” fall upon you. 
Fer I am merciful, ſaith the Lok p, and I will not 
keep Anger forever. Only acknowledge thine Iniquity 
that thou haſt tranſgreſſed. againſt the Lord thy God, 
and baſi ſcattered thy Ways to the Strangers under every 
green Tree, and ye bade not obeyed my Voice, faith the 
Lon p. Turn, O backſliding Children, faith the Loxp, 
for I am married unto you, Jer. 3. 12, &c. See, my 
dear Siſter, Relation. Love, — alter! Tho' you 
have done as cui]! Things as you could; Yet the 
Lord ſaith, Return again unto Mz. For, The Lok D, 
the God of Iſrael, hateth putting away. If He fbetld 
mark our Juiguities; O tube of us could fland ! But 
there is Forgiveneſs' with HIM, that he may be feared, 
any with a filial, holy Reyerence) Fa. 130. 3, 

And if you doubt — there is Forgiveneſs 
— vo Conſider, There is Forgiveneſs with God, 
that He may be feared. - How doth your Heart ſtand 


towards — Fear of Cod? Would you gladly be one 


of them that fear him? Do you mourn that you have 
offended him? And is it your Deſire that Grace might 
be given you to fear him? Do you ever deſire this, 
when any Beam of Hope darts upon your Mind? If 
ſo4' theress Forgiveneſi with Gov, for you. Forgive- 
?, that Tie may be. feared by you; "A God's De- 
ſign is to win Souls to this Fear, BY his forgiving _ 
Love: So the Souls that defire to fear him, by that 
ſame Love, are thus wrought upon: And for every 
one of them, Wow. is: Forgiveneſs with Him, that He 
mer be 1 & then, Re Og) um, Ther S 

Wi ere 
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F bert is. Forgiveneſ with Gop,. for Thee; | Come}, 


and receive it freely, fully, and eternally. 


For lo, 
a free, a full, an everlaſting Forgiveneſs, . ſtands ready 


prepared in che Love of God, in the Blood of Chriſt, 
and in the Promiſe of Grace, to be received by your 
Faith, It is free Forgiveneſs, that waits not for 
your Goodneſs, to be a Motive of its Beſtowment. It 
is full Forgiveneſs, that reſpects all Sin, with all its 
Aggravations. And it is an everlaſting Forgiveneſs, 
that the God of Love, the Father of Mercies, thro' 
Chriſt crucify'd, will beſtow. on you. J, He faith, 
even I am HE that bloitetb out thy 7. ranſereſſions for 
mine own Sake, and will. not remember thy Sins, Iſa. 
43. 25, O dear Child, God's forgiving- Love to 
you in Chriſt, is a boundleſs, bottomleſs, endleis Sea, 
an inexhauſtible Ocean, chat you can never dra dry 
no, nor ſink it, one Harz Breadth ! He forgives: 
as Gop ; according. to the infinite Goodneſs, and 
Greatneſs of his Bzinc : And nat according to our 
narrow Hearts, and Thoughts of Him, and his Deal - 
ings. For. as the Heavens are bigber than the Earth, 
Fw are my Ways (faith He) higher 1han your Ways, 
and my T bougbts than your Thos, ghts, Wa. 55.9, The 
Lord aA ng it of his Ways and Thoaghoed ſhewing _ 
Mercy to returning Souls, whom He will abundantly 
parden : Or, unto whom He will multiply to pardon, 
doing for them therein, more; exceeding . abundantly 
than 3 can aſt or think. O my "OS Salter, the 
Lord will turn again, He will Fa Compaſhen : He 
will ſubdue your Iniquities, and caſt. all your Sins into 
the Depth of the Sea. For, Who is a 'Ged like unto 
Hin, who forgiveth Iniquity, aud paſſeth by the Tranſ- 
greffion of the Remnant of. bis Heritage] He retaimneth 
not bis Anger forever; becauſe. He .delighteth in Mes. 
 — Into the tender Mercies of our God in Cbriſt, I 
commit 


** 1 
commit yon. And that the Day: ſpring from on High, 
- ſpeedily vifit your — 2 Soul; to the 
Lord's Glory, and our mutual Joy: is the Kanal, 
Deſire and Prayer of, my dear Siſter, 7 


Yours moſt Tenderly in the | 
eme 7 Jzsus Cusn ier, oy 


- 


oh, ._ 
un 
$ * * 


LETTER XXII. 
To Mr. be 


Dear Sir, Air Wit Bi: 2 i 
Long for your Salvation. And O how great 
would be my Joy, if inſtead of your dear deceaſed 
Father, you might appear on Chriſt's Side, among 
that Seed which ſerve him, who are accounted to the 
Lon p for a Generation! O dear Sir, we live in à 
Place where Satan's Seat is. Many are the Snares 
which he here lays, to catch Souls, to draw them 
into endleſs Miſery with himſelf. Many, many in 
this poor Town, led by Satan, are poſting on in the 
broad Way, towards Deſtruction; and are Inſtruments 
to entice others to walk in their Paths, O how few 
Fath Jeſus Chriſt in G- Will not you, dear Sir, 
be one of His? — 1 well know, it is free, ſovereign, _ 
omnipotent Grace, that muſt make you willing, that 
muſt looſe your Bonds, and make you Chriſt's Free- 
Man, and that if Jeſus draws, you will run. But the 
Goſpel of Grace, invites poor Souls that are out of 
the Way, to turn unto God, by Feſtus Gbriſt. - And. 
frequently the Lord is pleas'd, -by.)a ſecret Hand of 
mers ge Love, to make his Choſen willing to obey 
the 


5 
the Call of the Goſpel, while they hear the ſweetr 
Sound of it. — Will you then, dear Sir, be on Chriſt's 
Side? Will you not cry unto Him, Turn thou me; 
and I ſhall be urned! If from this Time you return 
unto the LorD, he will have Mercy on you, and 
abundantly pardon you. God the Father, and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will Forgive all your Iniquities, and 
remember your Sins no more! With open Arms of in- 
finite Love, the great Saviour will receive you to the 
Glory of God. He will-put you among the Children, 
and 1 bleſs you with a Child's Portion, with Grace 
here, and Glory hereafter: ' With an Inheritance in- 
corruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 
Will you be married to the Son of God ? He moſt 
kindly wooes, and ſweetly invites you into the neareſt 
Relation to Himſelf. And as in Marriage, yoy 
know, there is a mutual Giving up of the Perfors . 
join'd therein, unto each other: So the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, if you are willing to be the Lord's, will give 
his glorious SELF unto you, and intereſt you in all his 
vaſt Subſtance, his durable, and unſearchable Riches ! 
And will you not then, give up yourſelf to be entirely 
His? O! Slight his Love no more, diſobey his Call 
no longer, But incline your Ear, and come unto 
Him: Hear, and your Sou! ſhall Jive. And He will 
make an everlaſting Covenant with you: He will be- 
troth you to kioaſelf / forever, in Faithfulneſs, in Lov- 
ing-Kindneſs, and in tender Mercies : And you Pall 
know the Lok Dp. O my dear Friend, come, taſte 
the Stzweetneſs of the Saviour's Love ! The Pleaſures 
of Sin, will then become bitter, and loathſom to you. 
Soon my will ſay, OR have I to do any more with 

Idols ! Lord Jeſus, I come unto 7. bee ; for Thou arc 
the Lord, my God. — mh your, eternal 1 
thro? 
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thro* the Knowledge of Chriſt, and of God in Him: 1 
am, dear Sir, | 4 5 


Dou Aﬀeionate and obliged Friend, 


LETTER XXII. 
To Mr. 7.— J. 
Dear and hononr'd Brother, 


AS I was thinking, my Affliction, and Hindrance 
"A thereby from my Lord's Work, might be 
long: He ſaid unto me, My Thoughts are not your 
Thoughts, neither are your Ways my Ways, ſaith the 
LorD : For as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, 
fo are my Ways higher than your Ways, and my Thoughts 
| than your Thoughts, Which ſweetly encouraged my 
Faith and Hope in God, that I ſhould yet ſerve him. 
And ſoon my kind Lord, in the Infinity of his 
Grace, rebuk'd for me, the devouring Fever, and let 
a Worm the moft unworthy, a Sinner the very Chief, 
go forth again into his dear Service. He moſt kind- 
ly ſaid unto me, O my Dave that art in the Clefts of 
the Rock, in the ſecret Place of the Stairs, let me hear 
thy Voice, let me ſee thy Countenance : for foveet is thy 
Voice, and thy Cauntenance is comely. And, Again, 
He ;meaſured..a Thouſand, and ' brought me thro the 
Waters. . And, By Myſelf have I feworn, that in Bleſ- 
Jing I will bleſs thee, and in multiphying I will multiply 
thee. By which ſweet and wonderful Words of Grace, 
He melted my Heart, rejoic'd my Spirit, and gave 
me to believe, that I ſhould yet ſee more of his great 
b ce: 3 Goodneſs 


— 
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Goodneſs in the Land of the Living. —You well know; 
my dear Brother, how ſweet it is, when Chriſt and 
we meet: And what a Soul-ſatisfying Fulneſs, and 
Heart-raviſhing Sweetneſs nnr. our Beloved's 
Voice. Oh what ſweet-ſmelling Myrrh, drops from 
his Mouth, into whoſe Lips Grace is pour d; when 
He f peaks to the Souls He loves, in the Compaſſione, 
in the KinCneſs of a Gop! Of Jenovan, JeHovan, 
ELL, Gracious and Merciful, pardoning Iniquity, 
Tranſgrefſion and Sin! — Tis enough, my Brother, 
that Gop the SAvIouR, is our God forever and ever | 
That the Lox D our Maker is our Huſbaud : In whom 
there is an Immenſity and Eternity of all Perfections 
and Delights, to make us truly happy in this World, 
in the Moments of Enjoyment; and to fill us with 
ineffable Glory, World without End! 2 5 

I bleſs my Lord for the Trial 1 have met with: 21 
bleſs him * the Grace of it: I wou'd not have been 
without it. He leads me by the right Way, thro? all 
my appointed Trials, that I may £0 to a City of Ha- 
bitation, to the Glory prepar'd for me. And may 
the Loxp in Himſelf, and in all his Yorks, be by me, 
forever lov'd, ader'd and bleft! He doth all Things 
well. The I heels of his Providence ate full of Eyes 
within and without. Adoring, let us bow down be. 
fore the Lok D our King: And kiſs and embrace his 
dear Feet, in every Step of his wonderful Ways, 
which exactly correſpond with his deep and glorious 
Counſels !—Great Grace be with you, your dear Wife, 
and the dear Saints with you! I leave you in the Arms 
of our own moſt ſweet and precious Loxp Jesvs3 
and in Him am affectionately. 

N 


Tours forever, 


4 
| 14 «7 \ 
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LETTER XXIV. 
To 


Dear Madam, 

4 Thank you for your Reproof; it appears to - 
1 given in Faithfulneſs, as you tho't I err'd, 
writing ſo politively of the Love of Chriſt to * 
of- whom you ſuppoſe I had no Knowledge, 'but only 
by Report. — Permit me to aſſure you, Madam, that 

5 Koper not for a World deceive any Soul, or make 

think, that their Caſe is good, when it is bad. 

N ron the other Hand, would I make the Heart of 
the Righteous ſad, whom God would not have made 
Jad. But oh! m _— longs, like my Lord, to 

' ſpeak in my little Meaſure, under the Influence of his 
| Spirit, as fle did; to drop his gracious Words, like 

"Hhealins Balm, and cordial Wine, into wounded, 

Pained, fearful Hearts. To ſay to his fearful- hearted 
Ones, Fear not, be ſtrong: Your God will come and 
Fave you. O how I love my Lord's HYeaklings ! His 
ear, blk tender Lambs! I love 'em as His, I love 
- Himiſeif in them. In bis Bowels, I long after them , 
and gladly would I ſpend and be ſpent, in the Service 
of their Faith, And when the Prince of Grace is 
Pleas'd by me to bind up and firengthen any of his 
| "bruiſed Reeds; O how Full 1 is my Foy! How great is 
| my Reward! — And tho', dear Madam, I ſpake ſo 
= poorly of my Lord's Love to you; yet in what I 
mid, I ſincereiy aim'd at his Glory, and your Soul's 
„Comfort“ 'T confeſs, my Knowledge of you was but 
_ - ſmall. - But what I writ, was not founded upbn the 
© Knowledge I had of you by Report; but upon what 
vyou ſaid in your Letter; which you clos'd thus: I 

"OE F an 8 in 7 Fur. ono at the 
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© Throne of Grace; and pray for me, as one that 
© needs great Grace.” Hence, Madam, yon may 


pleaſe to obſerve, that I began upon this Sentence, 


and advanc'd what J ſaid, from the Knowledge I had 
of you thereby. And however ſmall this Sentence 


| might be, yet I humbly tho't, even the latter Part of 


it, was a ſufficient Ground, for me to ſay what I 
did. It ſeem'd to me, to be as it were the Shib- 
boleth, the Stream of living Water, or the Flow (in 
Deſire) of the new Life, by which a regenerate Soul, 
may be known from one that is unregenerate. 

For, pleaſe to conſider, Madam, There are but 
two Heads of all Mankind, the fir} Adam, and the 
Second, the Lord from Heaven. There are but two 


Covenants, the Covenant of Works, and that of Grace, 
the former is the firft, the latter is the ſecond Adam's _ 
Covenant. Unto one or other of thefe Heads, and to 
their reſpective Covenants, the whole human Race, 
either as the Seed of the firft, or of the ſecond Adam 
belong. All Men by Nature, in an unregenerate, 
unchanged State, are Children of the fir# Adam, and 
belong to bis Covenant, the Covenant of Works, are 
under it, and obey it for Life. And the grand Indi- 


cation thereof, I take to be, their cbogſing to be under 


the Law, their cleaving to the Covenant of Works; 
it being the predominant Deſire of their Hearts, to 
be ſav'd in Whole or in Part by their own Obedi- 


ence, by ſomewhat in them, or done by them, 


either paſt, preſent, or to come. Thefe are the 


Children of the firſt Adam, of the firſt * Covenant : 


_— Theſe are they that are of the Law, that are under 


the Law, as a Covenant of Works; and conſequent- 
ly, under the Curſe. But thoſe among Men that are 


regenerate by the Grace of God, are the Children of 


the ſecond Adam, and belong to bis Covenant, the Co- 
venant of Grace, are under it, and hope for Life by 


u. 
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it. And the grand Indication thereof, I likewiſe take 
to be, their choo/ing to be under the new Covenant, 
their cleaving to the Covenant of Grace; it being the 
predominant Deſire of their Hearts, to be ſav'd 
wholly by the Free Grace of God, thro' the compleat 
Obedience of Feſus Chriſt, Theſe are the Children of 
the ſecond Adam, of the new Covenant : Theſe are they 
that are of Faith, that are under Grace; and conſe- 
quently, under the Bleſſing of Abraham, under Goſ- 
pel-Bieſlednefs. | 
Hence, Madam, your ſaying, Pray for me, as 
one that needs great Grace: was to me an Indica- 
tion, that you are one of the regenerate Children of 
God, of the Seed, the Offspring of Chriſt, the hea- 
venly Man, and one of them that belong to the new 
Covenant, that are under all the Grace of it. Me- 
thinks the Voice is Jacob's. It is the very Breathing 
of Jacob's Seed, after Jacob's Gop : Who hath not 
ſaid to the Seed of Jacob, Seek ye M in vain, If 
any Perſon ſpeaking his Heart, the inward Sen/e he 

hath of his own Caſe, faith, © I need great Grace :* 
This neceſſarily implies, 1. That that Perſon hath 
had 'a faving Conviction of Sin, and of the Miſery 
- bro*t- on the Soul thereby; that ſuch a one ſees, He 
has deſtroy'd himſelf, and can in no wiſe help him- 
ſelf : Inaſmuch as Grace, reſpects Unworthineſs and 
Helpleſneſs. 2. A deep Conviction of Sin and Miſe- 
ry: in that great Grace, reſpects great Unworthineſs and 
Miſery. And 3. That ſuch a Perſon hath true Poverty 
of Spirit; that he ſees, he hath nothing, to deſerve: 
Salvation, nor can do any thing, to fave himſelf: In 
that his felt Need of great Grace, caſts him among 
the Poor and Needy, and beſpeaks him ſuch, - — To 
this, Madam, perhaps you'll ſay, | 
It is an eaſy Thing. for an 1 frees Parſon, in 

a Land of Goſpel-Light, to ſay, I need great Grace.“ 

Two” N 1 
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I think it poſſible for ſuch a Saying to proceed out 
dl ſuch a Perſon's Mouth. But ſuch Sayings are not 
uſually (if ever) heard from Sinners dead in Sins. L 
grant, ſuch Perſons do frequently ſay, they hope 
by the Grace of God they ſhall be ſav'd ! But what 
they ſay with the Mouth, they have no true Senſe of 
in their Heart. For tho' (like Parrots, that ſpeak: 
of Things they know not) they talk of the Grace of- 
God, they have at the ſame Time a Dependance 
upon their own good Hearts, good Lives, or good 
Intentions to recommend 'em to Divine Favour. And 
ſo they exclude Grace, while they talk of it; and 
that free, that great Grace, which reigns thro* Righ- 
teouſneſs unto eternal Life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 
they neither know its Nature, nor ſee their own Ne-- 
ceſſity of it. — No, there is no one ſays, I need 
great Grace: That feels what he ſays, that ſees he is 
utterly undone, and muſt periſh forever, if free Grace, 
if great Grace alone, doth not ſave him wholly, and 
that deſires to be thus ſav'd by Grace, to the eternal 
Glory of its own infinite Riches ; but is a regene- 
rale Perſon ; and hath had a ſaving Conviction of his 
Sin and Miſery, a deep Conviction thereof, and true 
Poverty of Spirit given him. 5 | 

And now, Madam, as I am perſuaded that you 
ſpake your Heart, the deep, inward Senſe which you 
have of your Need of great Grace, when you deſir'd 
me to pray for you as fuch, I muſt again be bold to 
fay, That all the Grace of the Goſpel belongs to 
you, — But leſt you ſhou'd think this a preſumptuous 
Saying of mine, and not regard it: Let me aſk-you,- 
Do you ſee, that you need great Grace, that you are 
undone, if great Grace don't /ave yo? Do you 
want a Salvation that is-a/ of rare? Abundance. of - 
Grace? Do you ſee, you are ſunk too low, Oy! 
nite 
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finite Arm to raiſe you? And doth the infinite 
Grace of God, which reigns thro' Righteouſneſs unto 
eternal Life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, appear ſuita- 
ble to your Cale, and is it deſirable to your Soul: So 
that above all Things, you defire to be ſav'd wholly 
and alone by this free, rich, great Grace? If ſo; you 
are moſt ſurely the Loxy's, You are intereſted in 
the infinite Love of God, of Father, Son and Spirit. 
You was of old ordain'd by Grace, unto eternal Glo- 
ry; and are initially, and ſhall be perfectly prepar'd 
by Grace, for that vaſt Inheritance. Is your Mouth 
ſtopped before God? Have you nothing to plead, why 
you mayn't be ſent down to Hell, but his free, ſo- 
vyereign, ſuperabounding Grace, thro' a crucify'd Fe- 
ſus? If ſo, Madam, you appeal to Grace; and unto 
Grace you ſhall go. And if all the Grace in God's 
Heart, if all the Grace treaſur'd up in Chrift, if all 
the Grace of his new Covenant, and his free abſolute 
Promiſes, is ſufficient to ſave you; you ſhall be ſaved 
unio the ultermoſt ! Oh, caſt yourſelf upon Grace, free, 
rich, reigning Grace; thro' the once-bleeding, now 
interceding Feſus : It is able to bear your //eight. You 
ſhall never fink into Perdition, that reſt upon Grace for 
Salvation, Great Grace, will forgive all 'your great | 
Sins, heal all your great Diſeaſes, ſupply all your great 
Wants, ſatisfy all your largeſt Deſires, and do for you 
more exceeding abundantly than you can aſt or think. 
Come, dear Soul, come boldly to the Throne of Grace, 
to obiain Mercy, and find Grace to help in all your Times, 
and Degrees of Need. You may well come boldly, to 
receive Grace, ſince the Blood of Chriſt makes Rom 
for you, ſince the Heart of Chrilt is open to you, ſince 
the Son of God intercedes for you, and ſince the Fa- 
ther himſelf loveth you; and hath prepar'd his Grace 
on Purpole for 166. Is 
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If you doubt what 7 ſay; ſee what the Spirit of 
the Lo ſaith, by his Servant David, Pl. 68. 10. 
Thou, O God, haſt prepared of thy Goodneſs for the 
Poor. For thoſe poor Souls that ſee they need great 
Grace, great Grace is prepared. And the God of all 
Grace, hath given them to ſee their Need of great 
Grace, that ſo the Reception of his prepared Grace, 
may be welcome to them. See again what the Lord 
faith, I/a. 41. 17, 18. When the Poor and Needy 
ſeek Was," (the Water of Life, the Grace of God in 
Chriſt) and there is none, (no refreſhing Flows of 
Grace into their Souls, to perſuade *em of their 
Right to the Water of Life) and their Tongue (they 
being ready to faint) faileth for Thirſt; I the Lorp 
wil! hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake 
them. I will open Rivers in high Places, and Foun- 
tains in the Midſt of the Vallies: (Supplies of Grace 
beyond Expectation, and in deep Dejection) I will 
make the Wilderneſs (their deſart Souls) a Pool of 
Water, and the dry Land (their parched Hearts) 
Springs of Water. By the rich Supplies of the Spirit 
of Grace. Come into the New Teſtament, ſee, 
Madam, what your Jeſus ſaith unto you there, Mat. 
g. 3. Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit: (that ſee they 
have nothing to recommend them to God, nor can 
do any Thing to deſerve his Favour, but want the 
Whole of Salvation to be wrought for them, of free, 
great Grace) for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
For them the Kingdom of Grace, and the Kingdom 
of Glory are prepared. See further what the Lord | 
ſaith, Ver. 6. Bleſſed are they which do Hunger and 
Thirſt after Righteouſneſs : for they ſhall be filled. 
Their Defires after great Grace, to ſave them thro? 
the Redeemer's Righteouſneſs, unto a full Conformity 
to his holy Image, and the beatifick Viſion of his 
Glory, ſhall be ſatisfied, 


| Þ But, 


pie; r 
But, Madam, what need I add more? The whole 
Goſpel, from End to End, in all the Promiſes there- 
of, which are yea, and Amen in Cbriſt; are the Deed 
of Gift, whereby the God of all Grace, and all the 
Grace that is in Him, as your vaſt Inberitance, is 
convey'd and ,evidene'd unto you, who: need great 
Grace, And confirm'd forever the New Teſtament is, 
in all its Gifts and Bequeathments, unto all the Le- 
gatees, the Heirs of Promiſe, by the Death of the 
Teſtator. And confirm'd unto you, Madam, that 
need great Grace, and flee 1 Chriſt for it, all the Pro- 
miſes of Grace ſtand, in the Saviour*s Blood, and by 
the Word and Oath of a God that cannot lie. . Aye, 
confirm*d unto you, tho? like the Publican,- you ſmite 
upon your Breaſt, and ſay, God be merciful unto me 
a Sinner! For this, methinks, ſeems to be your Lan- 
guage, in what you hinted in your laſt: * Thar if 
| © thoſe who know the Lord, knew you ; you are ſure 
they would repreſent your Caſe at the Throne of 
© Grace, otherwiſe than you ſuppoſe they do.“ It's 
true, Madam, I know but little in particular of your 
Caſe ; but I know, that all the Grace of the Goſpel, 
is prepared for thoſe that ſee they need it, and for 


= you, as having that Sight, And will you not be per- 


ſuaded of this, when the Lord Himſelf in his Word 
aſſures you of it? Oh, ſet to your Seal, that God 7s 
irue, Refuſe to be comforted no longer. Come, 
and welcome to Jeſus Chrif, for all the Grace that 
is in Him. And tho* you was the moſt needy Soul 
that ever came to him, and the moſt unworthy that 
ever approach'd his Preſence, the Prince of Grace, 
will not ſend you ty away, but let you into 
Himſelf, and all his Fulneſs, to take your Fill freely, 
' thro' Time and to Eternity, Hark what he ſays to 
you, F any Man thirſt, (let him be who or what 1 ; 

| will, 


83 
will, as needy, as * vile as may be) let 
bim come unto ME, and drink, John 7. 37. The 
Saviour's Grace, Madam, is a Fountain ſet open to 
every. thirſty Soul, and the moſt poor and needy are 
invited to come. They can't want more Grace, than 
is prepar*d for them. And welcom'd they are and 
ſhall bagto drink, and drink forever of this Well of 
Life, which can never be drawn dry, nor in the leaſt 
waſted, And the more Grace we need, Madam, if 
we come to Chrift for it, the more we ſhall honour 
him in his infinite Fulneſ. And as we ſhall receive 
Abundance of Grace; ſo the Glory of God will be 
abundant in our Salvation. — The Lord helps me to 
pray for you, Madam; and I beg a Share in your 
Requeſts at the Throne. 7 alſo am one that needs 
great Grace. — As you hope for the Continuance of 
my Correſpondence, if the Lord pleaſe to give me 
any Thing to write, that may be uſeful to your dear 
Soul; mine will be Joy, and his the Glory, I am 
moſt unworthy of any kind Regard, from the Lord 
or his People. And the Whole of both which he 
_ caſts upon me, is all of free, great Grace: Unto 
Him therefore be all the Praiſe | — Great Grace 
2 with you !{———Pleaſe to excuſe this long Epiſtle, 
Trom, | 


Madam, 1 
Your moſt willing, and obliged 
Humble Servant in the Lord, 


0 LETTER 


[ 34 
LETT-ER N. 
To * 3 


My very dear Brother in our precious Lord, 


REA T are the Things which the Lord hath 
done for your Soul; Great are the Diſplays 
of his infinite Love, with which you are favour'd. | 
But ſtill, my Brother, Love's Glory is a Bright- 
neſs, that hath bur glanced upon you. You are to 
lee greater Things than theſe. To live for ever under 
the direct Line, the conſtant Shine, the refulgent 
and penetrating Rays of Fehovah's Love, in its in- 
hnite, flaming, unchangeable and eternal Glory. To 
fee with the Vail caſt Ff. To ſee as you are ſeen. 
To dwell in Sun. And if a Glimpſe of this Love 
for a Moment by Faith, in this Land of Diſtance, 

be ſo ſweet and efficacious : O what will full, imme- 
diate, and endleſs Viſion be! As faith Herbert, 


If thy firſt Glance ſo powerful be, 

A Mirth but opened, and ſeal'd up again: 
What Wonders ſhall we feel, when we ſhall ſee 
Thy fuil-ey*'d Love, in Heaven above; 

And ever with Thee there remain! 


Come then, thou beloved Soul, come. love the 
, that lov'd and bought thee with his Blood. 
{hr thereby hath waſhed thee from thy Sins, and 
Wade thee a King and a Prieſt unto God and his Fa- 
er, O my Brother, let your whole Life, be a 
Li '© of Love. The Lamb is worthy. Give Chriſt . 
vou Heart, He calls for it. Deny him not his 
n Deſire. O watch your. T houghts, your 

Aims 


1851 


8 Aims and End, your Words and Actions; and 


count all Nothing, and worſe than Nothing, Vanity 
and Sin, that are not in Love to Chriſt, directly 
pointed, at his Glory. It was the End of the Re- 
deemer's Love and Blood, to purify to Himſelf a pe- 
culiar People, zealous.of goed Works. What a Shame 
is it, that we love Chriſt no more! That we can 
bear to think, ſpeak or act, for any other End than 
his Honour! O what ee Creatures are wel. And 
yet our Lord calls us fair, and Alt-fair, His fair 
One. O ſtupendous Grace! Wonder at it ye bleſſed 
Angels! Praiſe Emanuel's Love, ye winged Flames 
for his Glory, And let us the- Objects of his Heart 8 
Delight, that wound and pierce him daily by our 
Sins, bluſh and be aſhamed ! Let us /oath ourſelves in 
our own Sight, for all our Abominations, For lo, 
the Lord is paciſied towards us, for all that we have 
done! O let us mourn like Doves in the Vallies, every 
one for his own Iniquities. While pardoning Love, 
thro' the Lamb's Blood, cleanſeth us from all Sin; 
and Grace reigns thro' Righteouſneſs, unto eternal Life, 
by Feſus Chrift our Lord. — What ſhall be done to 
ſuch Backſliders in Heart and Ways? To ſuch that 
have deal very treacherouſly, aye, and do ſtill, with 
our Maker, our Huſband? That flight his manifeſted 
Love, and practically count H iu not worthy of our 
poor, baſe, little ſefves; who gave, who gives his 
great, his . glorious, Matchleſs SzLF, for us, and 10 
us? And that deal thus wickedly, after we have 
ſaid, when overcome with his infinite Kindneſs, I 
will not tranſgreſs ? —If our Lord was to ſmite us 
dead, yea, to the loweſt Hell, we have deſerved it. 
But 0 nothing but his ow7 Love, can cure us. And 
this we do not, ſhall not want, tho' in ourſelves 
unlovely, loathſom Creatures, Of Sinners the JET 

E : chief. 
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chief. O the infinite Grace of our Lord's Hear! ? 
Rather than loſe us in the Fall, Himſelf would take 
our Room! Our Nature, our Law-plage, yea, and 
our Sins too, upon his holy, harmleſs, ſpotleſs, glo- 
riaus SELF! That by his great, and righteous SELF, 
ſacrificed for us, he might purge us from all Iniquity, 
make us perfe& in Beauty, and exalt us in and with 
Him, to inherit the Throne of Glory! And having 
finiſht this glorious Work of unparallell'd Love, in 
Himſelf for us; He will finiſh it by Himſelf pon 
us. — Mean while our Lord is flent becauſe of his 
Love. He don't come with Chiding to the Streets, 
as Mr. Rutherford's Phraſe is, but keeps his ſweet 
< Glooms under Roof: And many a black Count is 
* rounded over between Him and us in ſecret.” O 
the infinite Patience of our loving Lord! A Patience 


worthy of God! A Patience that flows from, is 


maintained by, and reſolved into an Infinity of | 


Love! — But O. if our Lord Bears with us, and 
don t caſt us off. for our great. Provocations, if he 
pities and pardons us; is not zþat enough till we are 
better? G, this is Ten Thouſand Times more than 
_ we deſerve! oY is Grace worthy of HimszLy | That 
none could ſhew, but the Gop of all Grace] That is 
higher than Heaven, deeper than the Sea, broader 
' chan the Earth, longer than Time, long and bound- 
| lets as' Eternity! But O, it is not enough to anſwer 
the Ends of our Lord's Love, for him only to bear 
with, to pity and pardon us: For to ſhew his Glory, 
and vent-his Heart, he will &i/s and embrace us! He 
Wil! reſt in his Lave, with infinite Complacence, and 
rejoice over us, with Foy aud Singing: As if we were 
altogether /ovely, and raviſhing fair ! How fair, and 
_ bow pleaſant art thou, ſays the Prince of Grace, the 
Tord of Glory,” to an Ethiopian, a ws hs 0 

* 


0 
Lowe, for Delights | Thou haft raviſh'd my Heart, my 
Siſter, my Spouſe, with one of thine Eyes. with one 
| Chain of thy Neck. This is our Gor ! Our Maker, © 
our Huſband ! This is His Voice, to the moſt vile, 
ungrateful Worms, whom he loves, and calls his 
Bride |-——lIn Emanue!'s Land, his happy Subjects, 
the Daughters of the King, the Queen at his 
Right Hand, in all the Flows of his infinite Grace, 
do thus poſſeſs the Double! O my Brother, 
for melting, broken, loving Hearts, under this All- 
penetrating, All- ſubduing, and All- ſurpaſſing 
Love! Glory to the Lord our Lover! Theſe he 


can, doth and will give, —And when we are made 


perfect in Love; then we will love him with our 
whole Heart, Soul and Strength. Without Weak- 
neſs, without Wearineſs, all Love, all Duty, all O- 
bedience, we will caſt down our Crowns at his Royal 
Feet, at his Feet once pierced for us, adoring the 
Prince of Life, and ſhouting the Praiſes of his 
Knowledge - paſſing Love, unto Ages without End! 
And till then, let us follow after, if that we may 
apprehend that, for which alſo we are apprehended” 
of Chriſt Feſus ! Grace be with you! Pray for 
me. I remember you. With great Affection, I 
am, dear Sir, 


Tours forever in our feeet Lord 7 * 


. 
* - 
- , - 
* ” * bes 
* S * 
"> 
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: Fruit you feel the ſweet Supports rts of the-ever- 
* laſting Arms which are underneath you, tho* 
prefling Weights are upon you. This is: your un- 
. Ipeakable'Priviſege, That whoever forgets you, your 
dear Lord Jeſus, remembers, yea, earneſtly remember, 
- you, 1255 In all your Mlictions, H is afflicted. 

_ His, Bowels are rrbubled for you; and thence, He 
will ſurely. Bade Mercy upon vou. CHRIST is a 
da al Picket "cloſer that a Brotber; than the 

neareſt gation; eicher it Nature or Grace, Dey 
may or gel; Put Hk il , cannot forget you. 
He hath graven you upon the Palms of his Hands, 
and bears your Name, your Perſon: and. Caſe upon 
his Heart, before his and your Father continually. 
And fear nat. Grace to help you in every Time of 
Need; fince Ixsus that once 4y'd, ever lives to in- 
tercede for you. Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, your 
Advocate and Inlerceſſor with the Father, will order 
all Things well for you in Heaven, while you are 
compaſſed about with Sins and Sorrows on the Earth, 
And that you might be had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance with the-God of all Grace, according to that 
infinite Favour which He bears towards his own 
People, it pleaſed the Father to call his Son, the Be- 
loved of his Soul, to be thus an High Prieſt for you. 
He gaye Him Commandment to die and Fiſe, to 
live: oy plead Hor 9 . That you: fupplied with all 
Brace, might be 11 ht unte all Glory. And well 
the Pleaſure of tlie Tos hall Pieper ain bit Hand. 
And 
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And lo, the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, ſent from the 


Father and the Son, as a Fruit of the Father's Love, 


and of the Son's Grace, in his own everlaſting 


Kindneſs, will take of the Things of Chriſt, and of the 
Father, and ſbetw them unto you. 


To comfort you in 
all your Diſconſolations, to ſanctify you by all your 
Afflictions, and to br you for Glory by all your 
Tribulations. And ſafely and ſhortly will He bring 
you thro' a weary Wilderneſs, to the Land of Reſt - 

To thoſe pure and full Foys, and endleſs G/ories re- 
ſerved for you in Heaven. Then, Madam, happy 


are you, under all the Trials that attend you, who 
are and ſhall be ſaved of tbe Lox D! Rejoice in your 


Portion : Live cheerfully and. thankfully as an Heir 


of Gov, and 2 join Heir with CHrIsT, an the 


LorD, and to Him, until you are glorified with Him. 


=» Unto the tender Mercics of our own God 1 m Chrift, 
I commit you : and ſubſcribe, 


Dear Madam, 
Your ſympathizing Friend and 
Humble Servant in the Lok d, 


— U — | 


LETTER XXVIL 
To —— —, 


Dear Madam, 


OUR moſt kind, 8 and acceptable 
Letter, I receiv d, and return moſt. humble 


Thanks. —lt was ſavoury to my Taſte, in what you 


writ as to the 1 your Friend, * If the Soul pro- 
- M . ſpers, 


pers 


[oo] - 
well in that. reſpect, if,-ſhe::has 
Friend, „it little avails compara- 
ho are unkind, or how the Bady 


che. Kindneſs of Friends, Health and 


„and all. is 
Chriſt to be ber 
{ tively, ſpea 
© fares. Tho 


© Proſperity, 1 choice Mercies to the Children uf 
+ God; becauſe they have them without the Curſe: 
By the latter ee: Madam, my Heart was 
3 to bleſs the Lord, 8 his great and wondrons 


Favours, caſt in infinite Kindneſs, on vile, un- 


worthy me; and my Soul was humbled for my great 


Unibankfulneſs, for all his great and Me Good- 
eſs. And from the former, methinks, you could 


not ſpeak ſo ſenfib, and (to me) feelinghy, of the 
Eke Worth af Sout-Properity? if you had not 
had a true. Sen/e of the Worth: of your eren Saul; of 


your incxpreſlible Miſery, af it marie and of your 


_ own. ineffable Bliſs, if 3 was ſaved, ds pre. 


paring by Grace for Gs am. Nor could you 
ſpeak thus bighly of having Chriſt for our Friend, 
that if Hz is ind, it matters not much, who are 
unkind, if pau. bad not had a deep Senſe of that. inh. 
mule Priuil 5 
And: is it ſo en 8 permit me to ſay, Rh 
7 Siſter, . woo told you "SE you was miſerable; 
wretched; Blind = . Sin ruin'd, and Law 
condemn'd, and. muſt periſh forever without an In- 
tereſt, in precious Jas8vs? Who fhew'd you the Worth 


8 


of your immortal Soul, that if your Soul was ſafe for 


* it matter d not much how Things were as to 
during the Momentary State of your little 
imo 2 ? Who.gave, you ſuch an high Eſteem of 


ran Pale 


| Gn, he Friend. of Sinners? Had you always ſuch a 


ick\Sen/ation of theſe Things? It you dad's not, how 
_ 902. by this? Vo gave it you ?: e makes yr 

to diy Tom F ends, an your Right Hand . 
74 your 


—— 
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your Left, who inſen/ible of their own ' Miſery : as Sin- 


ners, and of the Excellency'6F Chriſt as the Saviour, 
ſeek in earneſt, no "Higher Bl HA Pirieſs, chan 'the 
empty Enjoyments of this" periſhing Life ? O' dear 
Madam, han't you Cauſe to pow the rich, free, 
diſtinguiſhing: Crace of God to yon, that open'd your 
Eyes, while Numbers round about you are by Sin 
and Satan blinded! And from theſe your Diſcerni ngs, 
which proceed from Faith of the Operation of 
in the Underſtanding, han't you felt an anſwerabſe 


Attraction on your Will” and Affections? Han't you 
experienced the Fruit of precious Faith, which works 


by Love, on your Will and Affections; in that, 
while you have ſeen your unſpeakable Miſery with- 
out Chriſt, and his immenſe and eternaf Excellency, 
to make all choſe intreſted in him incom iy pes 
happy; unto endleſs Glory; 5 you have fe 

Heart cloſe in with him, ch the altog Nie 
lovely Ixsvs above all Things, for your fall and 
Soul ſatisfying Portion, cleaving to him and follow- 
ing hard after him, as your preſent and eternal ALL? 


Tea, han't there been Times wherein Chriſt and you 


have converſed with each other? Whierein > ath 
opened his Heart, and f, en Himſelf to y 
Protniſe, and you drawn by his All. 3 dering 
Love, and changed in ſome Meaſure into its Image, 
have given up yourſelf to Him, to be by his Grace 
aſliſting,” entirely and forever the Lord's? And han't 
ſuch Eimes been the Seaſöns of A De- 
light,” of your Soul's s Reſt,” and fut pa ſweet, 
ſweet above all Things you ever" hoy 709 2 — fe 
Madam, the Chriſt: 3 the See of Sinners, 
the”. akog y Frsvs, is your Beloved! a, 


ether Jove] is 


Hz We And in Fim you have” and fall 
have, Well vf LAfe, an Ocedt of Bliſs, inexhauſti- 


1 * e ble 


* 


in 2 
* ” 


with God in 'Chrifty" by 


U 92 J | 
ble and eternal. Wiſhing Boſom Communion 
the Holy Ghoſt; - unto a 
rich:Increafe of yen Fer r for Glory: 
W me to ſubſeribe,” t n XL IRON 


Deer "Maiam,” FL 5 IC Aon 
5 087 Fw let bumble Servant, 


— — 


* > CY. © 
ol 1. ETTER XXVII. b 
$1 Ia * a 5 To Mr. . 


55 der: Brother i in the Lord, 


IN Love to you and you dear wit I be again 
trabſcrid'd''the Letter L long ſince ſent yo. I 


Wade not the Lord had wiſe and gracious Ends, in 
ſuffering that to miſcarry, and keeping it from you 
ſo long. Your Faith and Love, your Humility and 
Patience were to be. tried, and your Will reſign'd 
into God's Will; and then you was to have the de- 
fired Anſwer to your Letter. And if 2 Lord 


tarries, how abe are Wwe —_— Sion, The Lox p 
hath forſakew me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. 
But our God is a God of Judgment. Ne knows, and 
takes the 'figteſt Time 4% favour us. And when 5 
appointed Moment 8 our God makes Haſte,. 
He flies: for our Relief. Our Beloued, like a Roe, 


or 7a | van Hail, . leaping an ibe "Mountains, 


33 . J and 


7 2? FED 
and tipping over the Hills of Diviſion,- to bleſs us 
with 4 Sight of his glorious Face. O who. wu: 
not qu For Gon, who! Whjeth- that He may be gra- 
eipus ! And hath faid, 725 fall not de aſbamed, that: 
weit for Mx! And what we Rue not nom, we ſhall 
| know hrreofier, I doubt not, both you and I, — 
one Day ſee, how good it was for us, that that 
Letter has lain buried ſo long. Perhaps the Lord 
deſigns us a double Crop of Joy and Glory thereby: 
To the greater Commmendantn of his Love to us, 
and to the more. abundant Praiſe of his Grace by 
us, both here, and hereafter, O let us learn to iruft 
à biding, chiding Gop! For, He will not contend 
forever, nor will He be always wroth; for the Spirit 
ſhould fail before Him, and the Souls which He hath 
made. Our God Will. Leg us, and that right eur 
— And that He may help your Faith — Joy k 
that poor Letten, and increaſe! mine by the Inc 
of yours, to the eternal Glory of his 1 Name: is 
the ny Deſire of, my dear Brother, 


2 Our's rs moſt tenderly in the” 
F Lane? 3 Bowels, © | 
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2 1 BATS I OY 


T glads my Heart, od 1 bleſs tha Lotd, ther 
mp laſt but one was agreeable to you, that 1 


was not miſtaken in what 1 writ in my firſt, from 
was gave me in yours, Sweet Soul ! The 
Lord 


33 TI Yet « >» 
s 3 


aA 


i” 94. 1 
Lord hath found you ont, when biding yourſelf from 
Him, diſmay d at your own, Unworthineſs and Vile- 
nefs; and fent to; tell you you ;.that you are one of Hit, 
for whom *all Farder and Flory are prepared. 0 
receiv? the gla# Tidings! Tyn the Lord, Madam, 
ſent yqu the Zetter, or you had not had a Line of 
n. Theſe Words, with Heart- melting Energy, 
wine brought to Mind, to encourage me to write, 
Fear thou not, for I am with thee : be not diſmayed, j 
for 1 am thy God: I will - belp ibee, yea, I will 
Arengtbes thee, yea, I will apbold thee with the Right 
Hin of my II Ifa. 41. 10. And thou: ſhalt 
ze for Mx, Hoſ. 3. 3 | Behold, I have made thee a 
ew foarp threſhing Infrument having Teeth, and thou 


Halt tbreſp the Mountains, 4 de bet. 81 1875 it, 
in ybur Soul) and make t 


Half carry Na away. 2 


Loxd, and ſhalt 77 in Bo bon 65 On; of Lirael, Lſa. 
41. 15, 16, And that the Lord Is Fes do this, and 
cauſe us both to rejoice and glory in Him, has been 
my Prayer ever ſince. Again, the Lord ſaid, Tou 
art Gilead unto Me, Jer. 22. 6. My Lord toſd me. 
that in What 1 Had done, or might do, in aiming at 
your Comfort from his Truth, 1 was Gilaad (an 
Heap of Witneſs, and an Healer) unto Hin: that 
He did and would © account it, and take Pleature in 
it, as done to Himſelf. And this Comfort extended 
likewiſe unto all the Work, which of his infinite 
Grace he hath call'd me to. do, and doth employ me 
in, as to writing unto many, many of his tender 
Lambs. For Biſcouragement from within, and 
Temptation from Satan, at that Time beſet me, 
and I was, as if ] could write no. = 2 — 
Lord that con lorteth them that are wn, by. 
79 Wark i ral e „And that Word: 


wy alſo 


- -% 


rejaice in. be 


1s 


alſo He gave me to the Joy ; e Heart, to engage 


me to write my ſecond 1 e TW 15 1725 
cle thee; or not coft-1h 1 


Lord aſſut'd me ud. 15 C. 19 ſen 18 
even poor unworthy me, for that 0 . I men- 
tion theſe Scriptures, Madam, (which when I began. 
I thotight not of deing) to engage your Attention 
the more; Unto what the Lord ſent you..in. a, 
ere 

And in your laſt; Madam, vou Tay 15. 1 look 
61 upon myſelf as a -ſrmall Shrub, if char, and you. as: 
* a tall Cedar,” —I am glad the Lord gives you. Hu- 
mility: The humble He Will exalt. And if you think 
yourſelf to be one of the 7eaff iſt of 1 His, yet, O that 
you could put in your Claim among the Chilaren,. | 
and ay" without Doubtinig „ 0 Father !. For. moſt; 
certainly,” as Salvatiun Ge 18 agreeable. 0 your 
Soul, the Cad f all Grate, hath put you among 
thoſe many Sons,” Who are by Grace to be brought 


unto Glory. — As to my poor Self, Madam, your | 
T 


houghts of me, ſtew much Reſpect, and are moſt 
obliging: But enſihy, very eaſily, you may, and 
doubtleſs have too high an Eſteem, of a Creature ſo 
little ! of a Sinner ſo vile! The Lord only knows 
my Littleneſs and Unworthineſs, my Baſeneſs and 
Vileneſs ! My Name is, Notbing, and leſi than No-, | 
thing, and Vanity ! One that againſt my. Lord, 71 

Lover, bath dealt ve eee Ane an guſitly 

called 2 Tranſs SI be he n the Womb. 4 am 91 ef. 
* ann and el, 


of God: ay and ke kla. 11 Ne 95 fig "HE 
mow *unthangeable and tert fal . Es it would not 


| have 


{ 967 


have Greatneſs, Stre th, and Length enough f In it, 
to bear the Coſt Wei ght, I our preſent. and 
everlaſting Salvation che Grace be with — 1 
Fermit me to e 0 8 5 
1 | 7 our moſt Ae PEP NY TAE ak "I 
| — — 
Ws £4 "(51 2 | SEATS 
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Ay very dear Brother in 4 


REE Grace put t. ue ins 
forever it will beg 09 ks 
2 — In Him n God our 8 5e 
before the Foundation of the Wold,” Fs 


>= 


—_L RATS 


infinite 

Grace, unto endleſs Glery. And unto this Glory⸗ in 
and with Chriſt, hath he callel us by the Goſpel. 
We that were once afar off, are made "nigh "by-the 
_ Blood: -of/ Chriſt, We that a- while ago lay in che open 
Field, polluted in our ewn Blood, in a perithing Sate, 
Sin ruin'd, Law condemn'd, and Wrath threatned, 
—4 now. by the freeſt Grace, bid, made to live. 
quickned to a Senſe of our Miſery, to a Sight 
Ty - Newer, ate enabled to fiee for Refuge from 
the Wrath, to. come, unto, into Chrift. He hath re- 
- rived us 10 the Glory of God; and will never, never 
N t dt No, not for al that we have done. Tho 
we have ſinned innumerable Ways and Times, and 
deen guilty of repeated and aggravated Crimes 
agninſt his ſaving: Love., Our Lord received 18, to 
82 we us in Hindglf aug And God our Father, 


* 


by 


[ 97.]. 


by his Word, and Oath, | hath /out us in, hath ſecured 
TY 15 pit 'Bl 16 4 sus. In Him we 
„ 5155 be Br: Bug the Pygiveneſs ef 


Sins, wee 1 the Riches of © the Father*s:Grace. 
In Chriſt we A bleſſed with” all ſpiritual Blaffings in 
heavenly Things and Places. In Him there is a Ful- 
neſs” of Grace treaſur'd up for us, to ſubdue, and 
deſtroy Sin, as well as to pardon it. A Fulneſs of 
Grace, to ſupply all our Wants, and to ſatisfy all 
our Peſires ; to make us like Chriſt, and to give us 
the Enjoyment of him, in Grace and Glory, thro* 
- Time and to Eternity. — Happy, thrice happy then 
are we in Chrif, amidſt all the preſent Changes 


l which paſs over us in ourſelves: In Soul, in Body, 
in Circumſtance, in Relations and Friends, in En- 
cee natural and ſpiritual. All theſe ate ſubject 
to 


But dur Gor; our Ixsus chan 
yn 11H unchangeable and eternal, is the e 
F Three- One-Gop, And in this Lora, as Fol 
Fountain, the Ocean of all our Bliſs, is all our Hap- 
eſs. comprized. Our State of Juſtification and 
15 e in Ld N. alters not. And by all che Changes 
75 ver us, our Life of San&ificatioa through 
if ve increaſed; And by theſe Vicihades, 
as ci. many choſen Inflruments,” * Gop is working 
„ up in our own Perſons, unto that Pattern- Glory 
which we haye in Criſt, which we now have in 
Aim, our Repreſentative, our glorious, holy Head. 
| ALE ſhortly we ſhall be Fke Him, and Him a3 He 
CC bal be with Him, to Be * Glory. We 
Ji 5 ball ſee his Face, and as bis Servant, ſhall: perfectly 
| ſerve Him, The Lamb ſhall lead us to living Foun- 
_ Zains, of Joy and Glory, and God. ſbull wipe. all Tears 
om aur Eyes — Mean Time, ler us RG ro | 
Know, loye and id, ferve. the Lord „ all at Which is | 
97 199979! u a in a in 


in Part is done 1 808 i Coming of that 
which is purfeft. =p *I Erne may abb 
og 1 EE 255 18 Tah Nang 

er & offxl; that tue Lord Hand 
may be with. 0 10 7 IT Worb „Sinners converted, 


Saints edified, and the Name of Chriſt Sone in 
and by vn I am, der Sr, 


5 3733 affeionate Friend and Servant 
di - IO . 
| ot 


= * * ; 4 — 
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LBTTER EY 
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5 OY my Babel Brother in the Lu. 


OL and rightecus, wiſe and abr þ is 

I our Gop, in all his Diſpenſations towards us: 
hich are well order'd for A Glory, and our Ad- 
vantage. And unto Hin be Demimon -and Bleſſing, + 
Forever and per. Atmen. 1 live as it were on tlie 
Borders of Eternity ; ; and long to know, love and 
ferve the Lord perfe&tly.” I grieve and groan ftill, - 

| under a Body of 8 in A Death, 1 rejoice We 
my Holineſs aßd Life, a that 1 ſhall ſhortly be 
E me a ge, dl vim 4 . rd. v of of God 
thi rang 3 Hl exon! 


0 6} be NY and... 
ine oa 611.0 oy Jt & tha Kivg:. 
dom, great. | 


the EE 
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men ſhall ſee Eye % Eye, and with the Voice toge- 
1:It haſtens, Brother.” - Re 8 Appear- 
ing and Kingdom, and the Charch's brighteſt Glory 
comes quickly. Mean Time, Joc rh; oy ollowers of 
them whe "thro* Faith: ond Patience inherit the Pro- 
miſes'; and labour to (erve Chriſt as we can. For 
ſuch is the Grace of our Roy yal Maſter, that he will 
call us:geod and faithful ä — notwithſtanding 
our poor imperfe& Services, and ſay, Well done; 
enter into the Jay of yaur Lord. 

You faid, Brother, You was in an unſettled 
* Poſture? The Clouds, you know, are turned 
Tound by God's Counſets. If - you are not yet, I 
hope * will ſhortly. come to the Place, where the 
Lord's weary Heritage, is by Him to be plentifutly 
watered, and richly refreſhed thro? .yoy. Fear not; 
the Lord will- not caſt you away, as to Uſefulneſs. 
His Grace knows-ne Bounds, He 'delighteth in ex- 
erciſing Loving Kindneſs, In making reg Diſplays 
of his infinite Favour to his caft-down Servants, Even | 
elcer chez have ſaid, My Str eng th and ney Hope is periſped 
frow ib Lon. In the Mount it ſhall be ſeen. When 
Trials are ſharpeſt ; Deliverance is neareſt. When 
we are moſt "deeply humbled; then we ſhall be ex- 
on; For we Have to do vith a God of 3 5 


pity * 

— within Tits u gd 
one by one, while bemoaning ourſelyes at h 
My" Bowtls are tro woublif for him, 1 will 1 . 
Merry #9) bim. 
his Kigd Reſolve, ade fudge che I 88 
n. 1 Ke ad zenden Yonble do us; el all 


39558 N 2 our 


r 
our Sins, and heals all our Diſeaſes. Paſſeth by our 
Tranſgreſſions, and crowneth us with Loving - Kind- 
neſs: Unto a double Life and Glory. And ſtill, till, 


my Brother, we as Children -and Heirs of God, ſhall 


in and thro*-Him, poſſeſt the Double bat all 


Grace and Peace, may always abound towards you: 
to the Glory of our Lord, and to yours by Him, in 
the preſent and future World : is the earneſt Defire 
of, my dear and honour'd Brother, 


_ Your moſt affectionate Friend and humble $e ervant © 
In our moſ dear and precious Jesvs, - 


I "CO 


> 


* E T 1 E R XXXII. 
To Mrs. 3. 8 


5 dear Szſter — 


ES US loves you ſtill. You ſhall ſee greater 
Things than theſe ; than what you have 7 
3 Only believe; and you ſhall ſee the Gios 
God. So long as Chriſt "= ; you ſhall never 41 
 Relieveſs thou this? If you believe not; He abideth 
4 55 He cannot deny Himſelf: In the Grace of 
is Heart, nor in the Promiſe of his Mouth towards 
ou. Set 10 your Seal that Gop is true, Walk b 


ela ow : You will ſoon live by bl. " Fatewel in 
* N ih | 


rd. Ld gear. Siſtef, 10. eue oh 
377 . 
= . + Tours forever bs Chrif, 
80 ne 0 4 1 s 4 * > — 
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bort . LB T 4 ER XXIII. 
f 5 © "TS Mr. meg N 4 


'E E. 
de 
1 My dear Brother in Ori 


7 HERE are you ? Have you left your — 
Love? Have you forgotten your Maker, 
your Huſband, and gone after other Lovers? The 
Loye of Chriſt to Jou, is ſtill the ſame. O return 
 unt6 the Lord, *thou' backſliding Child; for he will 
heal your Backſliding g, and will love you freely, He 
will not- cauſe his Anger to fall upon you; for He is 
merciful: Yea, I am married unto you, ſaith the 
Log Dp. Have you loved Strangers, and laid, after 
them will Ig Your dear Lord Jeſus reſts in his 
Love to you; his Heart is at reſt in you, as his, and 
his Father's Choice. He will never ſeek another 
Objef of his Love, inſtead of 5; no not for all 
your Unkindneſs to Bim, nor caſt you off, for all that 
Joa. haue dane. For thus the Lorp the God of 1/raet 
> daith,. He . hateth putting away, He hath betrothed 
vou unto himſelf forever, in Judgment: He well 
| e what he did, when he took you to be his; 
1 knew you would deal | very treacherouſly, and yet 

| he reſolved to be gracious, to ſet his Heart upon 
vou, and to love you to the End. He hath alfo 
betrothed you to himſelf in Faithfulneſs ; which is 
high like the great Mountains, and higher than all 
the Mountains of your Sins. And alſo, in Loving- 

| Kindneſs ; infinite, unchangeable and eternal. And 
in Mercies; that are great and tender, . to compal- 
ſionate you in all your Miſeries, that are new and 
_ overflowing, to ſupply all your Wants, and that are 
everlaſting, that will never fail towards you. And 


you 


102 

you ſpall know the Lox D. You ſhall enjoy Febovah- 
Feſus, as your own Gop, in the neareſt Relation, 
unto full Conſalkgon, both in this World, and in, that 
which is to com. 


And is not Cbriſt enough, my Brother, to ſatisfy 
your Soul? Is not He the Sum of your Deſires, a 


the AI L of your Delights? Can yau want any Joy, 
that is not to be found in Chrgft 7 Is not He your æx—- 
ceeding Foy ? Is not Cbriſ better to you than Ten 
Sans? Than all the Creatures! What, love a Crea-. 
ture, more than the Creator ? Chuſe Satisfaction from 
a Drop ef Pleaſure, rather than from the Ocean af 


Deli i ry From a Drop of Sweetneſs, full of bitter 


effable Sweets, which are as a bottomleſs, 'boundiek, 


endleſs Sea, in the Lo nv your Mater, Your Huſbaud 2 4 
Tea, what chule a Cregiare are; Prop Bf Being, that 


can have 10 Pleaſure in it. uneis che Creator, the 
Loꝝp you 
Himſelf, > the Fountain "of Bei 
all Deli 
chat is eſpouſed unto „ lovely Ixsus ! Unto 
Him who. is Al Dejires ! Him who is the Foy 
and Woxder of Sine and Angels, throughout all 


Times, and to all Eternity? Tea, unte HTH 


from Everlaſting to Erie, is the Father's De- 
light! If there is enough. in CnRIST, to fill the 
Heart of Gop, with infinite and. 8 Joys its 
there not much more than enough in Him, to fill 
your Meart? Ta fil . Comer your:Soul-brims- 
ful, running: der full, 0 Mean Jo 
Praiſes,” thro Time and 85 Eternity. 
dear Brother, Nauen. nt thy, Reſt,. © apts for. 
. the bon» bonheur fly tui 


43 v0.1 11 al 0 288 8 


An 
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e POE 


Mixyare, rather than from thoſe pure, immixed, in- 


r Huſband puts it there for you, rather than 


ing, the . Ocean of 
ghts? O never let this be ſaid of you, a Soul 


ws "yd 


es if 


* 
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VC 
And deſighting in the Loxp as your Portion, chuſe 
no Creature but what He gives you. If he gives you 
Comfort in any Creature; ſee that you love it in and 
for Himſelf alone. And if he denies you of any Crea- 
_ tare-comfort you deſire; Say, Father, thy Will be 
done. Thou art the ALL of my Bliſs; and if 1 
„ mayn't taſte of Thee in that Stream, I'll drink at 
© the Foantain-head, and delight myſelf in Thee; where 
* * Pleaſures are Pure, full, and forever new.” And 
believe it, my Brother, the Lord doth that which is" 
ze for you, whether you can at preſent ſee how it is 
beſt for you, or not. Whatever the Lord denies us 
of, is done in infinite Wiſdom and Love. He well 
knows that that Creature or Thing he denies, or at 
that Time in Sch che is not pleas'd to give it, 
wou'd not be fot our Good, but our Hurt. Let us 
then ſay in Faith and Love, Chaſe" Thou our Diberi-", | 
tauce for us. — That the Peace of God which paſſeth I 
2, Underſtanding, may keep your Heart and Mind ibr | 


* 


Chrift Jus: is the earneſt Deſire of. 
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„ „ ETD ER:EXEXV;: 2 
e "To: Mr. een > 
My very dear Brother in dur precious Lord. | 
I Rejoice that the Lord hath bleſt my poor Writ. 
ings unto you and others: Unto Him be all-the: 


nh 


: : «+ - 2 2 
rn DIP 7 4 is. 57 741. 
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* * 


Glory? The Faith of God's 1 aye. with 'which he cfa- © -- 

vours you, and the Drabig ber el your Love there- f 

by, to ſeek his Glory and dedicate yourſelf to Nm, 
* NEO ws 4 


the. Love Hath Þi- 
care flich, - Sig 


ER 105 int bh Tifidire Kine * 3 * 
e ace, £6. Por” vile, utrwo 

his. Name on my Account, Aan rem 
fore him; and be affur'd, Nat for oh, ws 
As to what Jou writ aboutz F am” gfad & ſee fudhfa 
Spirit in yon "fot the Lord, in a Day wherein few, 
very fewi mind the Things that are Feſus Chrift*s. 
And may the Lord | lane the Deſires of your Heart, 
to ſerve ander e 
exceeding ab 

From your TEL 
be your uty. er, if you marry, 
let it be only in bg; Lo 275 Whey a ** for your 
Companion, that loves Chriſt, and. is: of the ſame 
Mind with. you. th entertaining of his Servants, at· 


you can aſe or think! 


rending on. his S rVice, and. for the Advancement pf 
. ts. Flongurzan dereſt in the E#fth'3-6r yout 

ling. for cheſs. was, wilt be it vain; Tal herbelore- 
hand What 5, your. Peſign, and Yee if her Heart 
- ates, with youre, therein; And the Lor@*plive! you 
an. eln M4, of His own providing, for his Glory, 
Hand your, mytual Toy.!. That Word was on my Mind, 


Sah F245, Settlir ings, v hich the Apottle ſpeaks to Ser 


Nan}, gu; Mc z free, uſe it Tul bes, Cor. /. 
n Uns A Gel 8 e Book, it is 4 Rule for 


Jom 270 555 ure. — - My dear Brother, ſeek 
EO | Pray him to give the Wo- 
* in 
9 5 55 Id: that · you. may be 


man he ha Ne his Preſence 

£0' 0 "Hh, 

kept from th 4 Pil Need 15 ſanCtify > unto dim: 
5 1 E 


th; Ib; 


Seklife lit Appears to me to 


1 and a Privilege he will grant 
bis Voice. Great Grace be with you! With great 
erg * dear Sir, 


Ever yours in cri, 


— — 


Er TEA NN 
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I» ** Friend, 
AM. concern'd to hear, clat'y you are kepe back 
, from evening in Chriſt, . unto a comfortable Per- 
lachen:af In in him, by a Fear of Preſuption. 
O, my dear Friend, are you ever afraid of Unbelief, 
of that great Sin, which eaſily beſets us, in the Views 
of our own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs? - Unbetief, 
fo far as it prevails, diſhonours the Saviour, under- 
values the precious Blood of Chriſt, and makes knle 
Account of the infinite Grace of 80, which flews 
to the Chief of Sinners thro* the bleeding Lamb. 
It ſets at nought all the Grace of the Goſpel, and in- 
cknes the Soul to lie down under legal Terrors, un- 
der Guilt and Fear; J P... if there was is or Ability, or 
| Willingaes,. in the . All ſathciedt and All. 


ous Sa- 
vou, to dave A miſerable ae Sioner. O my 
* " Friend, 


Te DD. ̃.. ẽEe ̃ —XÄ 
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F tiend, if you love the. Lord Jeſus, if you would ho- 
nour him, and pleaſe, and delight his Heart; beware 
of Unbelief; pray for. the Spirit of Faitb, and attempt 
your Duty, to put forth Acts of Faith for yourſclh,. as 
a, periſbing Sinner, upon Chriſt the . mighty Saviqur. 
This.is God's 8 That we ſhould Believe on 
the Name of bis Son Feſus Chriſt, And it pleaſeth the 
Father well, to ſee a poor unworthy Creature, a vile, 
miſerable Ginger, La unto his Son for- Life, and to 
accept the glorious Grace which is held forth thro? 
Him. And ſuch is the infinite Love and Grace of 
our dear Lord Jeſus, that he ſweetly invites all wea- 
ry, heavy laden Souls, to come unto Him, and has 
promis'd to give them Ref... Yea, He delights to 
ſave. It is che greateſt Pleaſure to the e Ca- 
viour, to ſee a; poor Sinner, in. its utmoſt Wang, 
Fears and Diſtreſſes, to come unto Him for all S 
phy, Joy and Salvation. With infinite Deligbt t 0 
ſent Saviour looks on ſuch.” a Sinner, as the, 57 it, of 
the Travel of his Soul, and is ſatisfied.” It is his 
Heart's Joy and Reſt, to ſee, the Fruit of his Loye 
and Blood, in the needy. Soul's coming unto. Him 
for; all Supplies, to receive all that Grace freely, 
which was procur'd for it fully thereby. And lo, the 
great Saviour, accounts it his Honour, when a chief 
Sinner looks unto Him for all Salvation. Unto, ME 
(he ſays) every Knee ſhall bow, — Surely fhatFone ſay, 
1n:the-Lor p have 1 Kighteouſueſs and Strength. To 
{ay; this, by the Soul's Deſire after, and Dep endance 
ypon-Chrilt for Righteouſneſs and Strength, At like- 


wiſe, upon this Dependance, by Way of Perſuaſion of 
latereſt in Him, and in all his Fulnefs ; is a Sinners 
Boring to the Saviour, and an . due to the 
Redeemer, which is. much eſteemed of him, and de: 
rd in by him: As the Glory of God and 7 
a 


3 
Salvation are jointly concerned therein. Would you 
teafe and honour Chriſt then, and the Father 
whick' ſent him: Believe on tbe Name of tht Son of 
God: Account him Able ro Jave to the 1 termoſt. Be- 
lie ve his Promiſe, That Be will in no iſe caſt out the 
Soul that cometh unto Him; that he is as Willing, 28 
he is Able to ſave: And venture your Soul into his 
wy Arms, to caſt yourſelf down at his Feet, with 
I periſh, I periſh, and a Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
make me clean. And the Scepter of his Grace 
hall be bolden out, for you to touch, and Jive ; and 
"the Voice of your Saviour-King, to you ſhall be, 7 
Will; be thou clean. And immediately the Leproſy of 
Sin, thro? his ſaving Blood and Word, ſhall depart 
from you. — Put the Cafe now, That your Believing 
on the Lord Jefus, was "only an Honour due to the 
Redeemer : Would you not be willing to '/ook unto 
him' for all Salvation, that t you might horour the Sa- 
viour, as able and willing to fave Sinners, altho' he 
ſhould not fave you? Would you not be willing to 
caft yourſelf at his Feet, with a Lord, help me, with 
4 ni A can tell but I may find Mercy, that you might 
honour Cbriſt, if you was to 'periſh at laſt; rather 
than to diſponour him, and be found among thoſe who 
will not come unto Him for Life: Since you can But 
periſh, if you venture, and muſt certainly periſh if 
you do not? And if you would be glad to 1 | 
Chriſt, however he dy deal with you : O venture 
ſpeedily and repeatedly, to look unto Him for all Sel- 
vation. Since hereby, the Honour of Chriſt will be 
advanced; and ſince in this your Looking, you have 
a Probability, yea, and an infallible Certainty of Salva- 
tion: While Ine Word of the Truth of the Gofſpel, 


thus calls you to Duty, and aſſures you of 3 
3 2 Believe 
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riſts NO 
r Ag yu Ma, Atbe Ends of the Earth: 
d to l at bis Word, upon Looking, in this 


E Salvation, Be ye ſaved, Ila. 45. 22. For 


this good Ward of the Lord, ED vſe to 
encourage our Faith ad Hop. 4 in to aſſure 
us of Salvation by: him. lens Bgm. 2 Unbelief, 
which tell you, That Faith, is Preſumption. To 


hinder you in the Exereiſe-oÞ that Grace, whereby 


God is honour'd and delighted, and thro' which a 


Sinner is comforted and eternally ſaved. A Sinner's 
Pit the Mex gi/Godabee” Eluift; is * 
thy) Caſti bf. that: 
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That being: 80 ay Are Conti- 
— ine ee Ins 
1 Jeſt: of, to Madam, your 
rien defr'd boy” _ — ;chi"a ore Hh 


>| behave-to her day aero tit Thi ve 
made bold to write a Line to you, A hope 2 
Will excuſe from a Stranger. : And to yo 


NECN 


Madam, let me ſay, in a'Word, In © 

: God's Command, Honour thy Father and 1 85 i 
Nye Rilt- witk alk peffible -Dury ts! F Pafedt. 
Sbewing forth" ah obedicntial, a" checiful,” eck nA 
Pace Frame of Spirit, N 4 e r 
aud Orieft you do r m FF Wis 
Will ba fer God's Hensur 

lag make o f at an own e 1 


Sin 
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Sin butb entred, and Death by 
Miſeries oß all Kinde, Are Wo juſt Deſert of Sin. And, 
Sbalf x ling Nan (dit öf Hell) donplain? 4 Man 
fof the Puniſoment bf bis 825 All Afffictions in this 
Life, being far, far leſs than what Sin hath deſerved: 
— Again, conſider; For Sinners, miſerable Sinners, 
God hath provided a Saviour, and a great one. One 
who'is mighty to ſave. Feſus the Son of God, who is able 
0 ſave unto the uttermoſt, all them that come unto God 
by Him, And unto this IE Sts, provided of infinite 
Grace and bouridleſs Mercy, for Sinners the moſt un- 
worthy-and of the greateft Miſery, they are called to 
come, by the glorious Goſpel. And every poor pe- 
rtſhing Sinner, that comes for Life to the merciful 
Su vioũr, is aſſur d by is great Word, That He will 
in 10 wiſe caft bim out, but Ficeive' tm t to the <;loty of 
God. Wherefore, Fear Madam, ſeek Jxsus firſt, 
and the Salvation or your 'Soul' by Him; and all o- 
ther Things ſhall Pe added All the Comforts of Life, 
that are for God's Glory and your Good; and all 
the Afffictions of Life, Which infinite Wiſdom and 
Grace ſce beſt for you, as To mam Bleflings halt be 
given you, and together work for your Salvation.” 
Madam, God, 5) your very Afffictions, calls you to 
feek Reſt in che Befom of Chriſt. He hunts you as 
it were dut of Creature Delights, which at beſt are 
8 Soukſtarving and periſning Things, that 
ö he flee to 'Fefns, the Fountain - Fulnels of ſu- 
dat are Scukrefreſning and everlaſting. 
nd ff, 0 ar Madam; being convinced of your 
tende Miſery as & Sinner, that you are utterly un- 
done without an Intereſt in Chriſt, you have fled unto 
tis great Saviour, for all the Salvation that is in Him, 
with eternal Glory Mou are paſſed from Death to T8, 
ou are paffed 


Sin, Deaths and 


Sor Fors, 


ad. ſhall not come into Cundemnation. 1 


from 
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om the Sentence of Death in the Law, which was 
againſt you as a Sinner, unto.the Sentence of Life in 
the Goſpel, which is given for. you as à Belieyer on 
the Son of God. You are deliyer d. from the Law's 
Curſe, and under Goſ pel Bleſſedneſs. „C imputes 
Righteouſneſs, the Nee of Chriſt unto you, 
without Works; for your Juſtification, And hath 
from Him imparted unto you, an inherent. Principle 
of Righteouſneſs, which ſhall, be increaſed: by Him, 
for your SanCtification. And. from the former. 
you _ now a Right to, and the latter the Begun- 
Enjoy ment of your future Glorification; which ſhall 
ſhortly be perfect and eternal. Unto you then, dear 
Madarn, as a Believer in: Jeſus, if you reſt your Soul 
upon Him for all Salvation from Sin and. Miſery, un- 
to Holineſs, and, Siebe the Building reſts: upon its 
Baſis ; unto .you let 53 Believing in Chriſt,” re- 
Joice, in that yo have Peace with 3th God thro Him; 
Rejoice in Hope -of the Glory. .of Gad; Lea, not only 
be patient, but-rgoice allo in Tribalation. For hav- 
ing Peace with God thro*: our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
Him, who is the Element of Love, WhO i Love, you 
have, a. ſweet,. ſoft Boſom, to reſt your weary Heac 
in, under every Pain, * .Grief that attends you. 
Your Afflictions are the Fruits of God's Love, you 
are by them to be made a Pariaber of bis Ps 
and thereby prepared. for eternal Glory Ir: 190. 
Whenever you are. afflicted. 2 then, and 
meet with Unkindnels: from Creatures Se nat 
much for it, but haſte away by Faith fo. Cu, whoſe 
open. Heart and Arms are ready; to embrace. qr, b 
18 AP with you, in all your Afflittions, as by Love. 
Sympathy He. makes them his On, and:fays,.. 1:05; 
Ack. —51 e kinda. Drop of Pity>flow:in the 
urs ea, baſle. wan te che full, Fountains. 


the 
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Jowers of Chriſt, who was meek and 


by the Dignity of his Perſon as God, might have 


ſuffered. Labour, Madam, to do likewiſe, and to 
ſhew forth the ſame Graces, in your Meaſure, under 
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the immenſe Ocean of all Com 


the Bowels uf 


 Gop is CHRIST. And there bathe your Soul in new 


and ever ſpringing Pleaſures, and reſt at Eaſe, when 

= ( 
And as to your Afflictions of Mind, when thwarted 

about ſerious Things, and they are made a Jeſt of; 


Look unto Feſus, the meck and lowly Feſus, who 


endur d ſuch Contradifions of Sinners againſt Himſelf, 
leſs you be weary and faint in your Mind. Rory 
in Heart, 
and hath bid us Learn of Him, ſhould be lite- minded. 
And He, ths" He were a Son, (fo great a Son, who 


been exempted from all Obedience to the Law) yet 
He (for our Sakes and as our Exatnple, in his Hy- 
man Nature) learned Obedience by the Things which He 


your Sufferings, which conſpicuouſly ſhone in Chriſt, 
under His. And think it not ſtrange, if you ſeek 
Feſus, and deſire to follow bim, that you meet with 
Oppoſition from neareſt Relatives. Since our Lord 
ſaith, I came not to ſend Peace on Earth, but a Sword. 
That is, Diviſions in Families, for his Sake, between 


Father and Son, Mother and Daughter, which ſhall be 


as grieving to Believers from Unbelievers, as the 
Piercings of a Sword, In no wiſe let the ſition 
you meet with, deter you from a meek umble 
Teftimony for Chriſt and his Things. For you know 
the Lord of Chriſtians hath ſaid, If any Man be @- 


- ſhamed of Me, and of my Words, before an evil and 


an adulterous Generation; of him will I be aſhamed be- 


fore my Father and bis holy Angels. But be that con- 


Felſelb Me before Men, bim will I confeſs before my 


Father and bis boly Angels, And, If any Man will 
come 


f 175 


95 8 
me ie Ae Hl Op 155 7755 F 


4 = th aten > K #7 nh 

122 in my. 925 1 all al 07 25 
fu as a 25 jan, rat. ing Fa ut 

7 that." you are made a Partaker 755 

, that when Bis Glory 225 1 447 

de br 1 with e excebmih ” Tha 

lt, you Hay FE 1175 7015 


E 


1555 


be. Thmgs of Chri y > 
1 0 55 beg Mk ora ie 
be and rare. of, 
5 1 oder 15 Ih pac of 100 5 15 4 ; 
th t 
AE Tg = 
1 Mk 


= 5 5 1 Fg 1 
gully,, but in rage 67 you W 
+ | 0 | 


2 43 yh TY _ 0. l 


- Pr, 
| wil "Th 2 2011 £55 
won : Ty = 8 i e en PAL miftoT 


0 vo © nd oy wo ( Paſs, 0 e 2413 
dre Nies BO OE nN a4 AM mad 
-% WA us tack To „ne e 1; Ny oy 
nn Wa t zus. ok ri AMD OG OI TR eee 


= V digg te: b. *. WIN X ke 
a don jb va An * EA 1 t 90 1 by 


5 * TEN 


L. 44! 


L . 1 n E R XXVII. | "oy 
| "Ts g 1 A. bas 808 


35 As Sifter i in the Lord, 


T gives me great Joy, that your dear Soul was 
greatly refreſhed by the Lord's kind Infliience 
thro* my laſt Letter-book, and for it I-give Thanks 
to the God of all Grace. — All our Times of Refreſb. 
ing, my dear Siſter, come from the Preſence of the 
Lord. If God is preſent with our Souls by the ſpe- 
cial gracious Influence of his Holy Spirit, we are re- 
freſhed ; If God be. abſent as to his ſenfible Influence, 
we find no.Refreſhment in Reading, Hearing, Pray- 
ing, Sc. We are dry and barren, if the Lord doth 
not ſenſibly water us. We. are cold and frozen, if 
his Sun- like Face doth not ſhine to thaw, warm and 
comfort us. All the Refreſhment that new- born 
Souls, the Offspring of Chriſt, the new Adam, the 
heavenly Man enjoy, doth and muſt come down from. 
Heaven. Nothing that this Earth affords, can refreſh 
and ſolace; the ſpiritual Part of a Heaven. born Soul. 
No, ſuch a Soul is a Creature of a higher Make, and 
prepar'd for a higher Glory, than any is to be ſeen 
and enjoy'd among the Creatures and Things of this 
lower Worid. Such a Soul opens its Mouth wide af-- 
ter Gop, and: bis gracious Influence, to refreſn and 
cmfott. it. 2852106) Earth in a Time of Drought, rs 
pens it Mouth: for the natural Influence of the Hea- 
vens; for the Dew. and the Rain to deſcend for its 
Refreſnment. Give me Chris, and God in Him, 
« faith the'new-born Soul, or: die. "Gov is my Life, 
$ * MY: j exceeding: 255 withour his gracions, com- 
elo? 110 mg A i bes d 2000 ting 
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* forting Preſence, my Spirit dies, I ſink in Sorrow,” 
Thus the Pſalmiſt, O Cod, thou' art my God, early 
will I ſeek thee, My Heart thirfleth for T bee, in a 
dry and thirſty Land, obere no Water is, Pl. 63. 1. 
And when God is enjoy'd by -the new-born Soul, 
when the River of his Grace, Love and Mercy, that 


runs thro? a crucify'd Jeſus, with its rich Streams o- 


verflows the Heart, right glad it makes a Citizen of 
Sion 2, Bf. 46. 4. — Your Refreſhment then, my Siſter, 
which the Lord gave you in reading that Book, for 
which you give Thanks, is an Evidence that you are 
bory from Above, and a Creature of a Heavenly Mate, 
in that Heavenly Things ſuit, and delight you. And 
for you the Glories of Heaven are prepared, Ilſe 
you had not been thus wrought into a Fine for the 
Enjoy ment of that incffable Bliſs; nor bleſt with the 
Begun-Enjoyment of God below, to your Souls Re- 
* which was a ſweet Botetuſte of that full 
Enjoyment of Him, which is reſerved for you in the 
immediate and endleſs Viſion of his Glory above. 
Wherefore, bleſs God for the Refreſhment from his 
Preſence. you then had, and take it as an Earneſt of 
more. to. come, thro? Time, and to Eternit. 
And let not Satan and Unbelief rob you of your 
Comfort whenever you enjoy God, by ſuggeſting 
that it was not from Him, by Reaſon of the Workings 
of Sin, which you may feel in your Soul when God 
withdraws, For there is to be fa in the Shulamite, 
the Queen of Peace, the Bride of King Solomon, the 
Prince of Peace, while ſhe abides in this low Land, 
as jt were the Cs of to rant. The differ- 
ent Powers of Sin and Grace, which mutually op- 
poſe, and alternately prevail in part againſt each o- 
ther. And when the Sun of Rightcouſoſseithdriws ; 
his Bayou Rays, and it 7 Night with our 3 
5 2 then 
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then in an eſpecial Manner, the Corruptions of the 
Heart, and Satan with his Temptations, like the de- 


vouring Beaſts of Prey, creep forth of their Deus, and 
with their hideous Roar afflict and terrify us. — But 


our compaſſionate Feſus, whoſe Eyes. are as the Eyes . 
7eſu 


of Doves, pure, piercing, mild, loving towards his 


own Mate, clearly-ſees with infinite Delight, the 


Dove-like Nature of his Spouſe, in her every given 
Grace; and looks upon her with boundleſs Compaſ- 
ſion, under her preſent Affliction, by the ſerpentine 


Poiſon and Gall of every Sin, which remains in her, 
and the Cunning and Power of every Temptation that 
beſets her. And from theſe her Enemies, from theſe 


grieving Thorns, which ſcratch and tear his beloved. 


_ Lily, He doth and will in his own Way and Time 
Gen Ber, a SG p 


Again, Beware of thinking, from what I have ſaid, 
of the Nature of new-born Souls to thirſt after God, 
to ſee his Power and his Glory as they have ſeen 
him, when He withdraws the Brightneſs of his Face; 
that if at ſuch Seaſons 'you don't always find ſuch a 
Thirſt in you, you are not therefore a regenerate Per- 
fon, or that you don't love the Lord above all. For 
when Chriſt withdraws from his Spouſe, as ſhe loſeth 
Sight of his Glory, which drew her Graces into Ex- 
erciſe, theſe ſhutting up, like the Flowers at the Sun's 
Withdraw ; the Corruptions of her unrenewed Part, 


excited by divers Temprations from Satan and the 
World, begin to exert themſelyes ; and after fooliſh 
may run, And sven the Spoyſe of Cbriſt, play the 
Harlot with o/ber, with many Lovers; 


d vile Iniquities, the Heart for a Time 


bers; and thought- 
e down in ſinful Eaſe, 


— 


leſs as it 4 7 her Beloved, 


on her Bed of carnal Secuxity,, without him. Lea, 
ſhe may fink fo low, as to be unwilling'to be rais d 


up 


8 p » 
r 
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own God I give the Praiſe, It appears to me, that 


E 
up by repeated Intimations of his Mind, unto her 
Duty of ſeeking for Him in good Earneſt. As, Jer. 
3. 1. Hong 3. I. with g. 2, 3. Until her Beloved 
puts in his Hand by the, Hale of the Door, until his 
Power afreſh toucheth her Heart, renews her Graces, | 
and gives her a quick Remembrance of his Glory, 
and of her great Miſery without him. And then 
ſtraightway her Bowels move for Him, She ariſeth to 
every Duty, and enquires of his Familiars, Saw ye 


Him  whow my Soul [oveth? And reſt ſhe cannot, 


till ſhe finds Him, in whom all her Foy and Life is, 
and from whoſe Preſence, all her Refreſhment flows. 
Thus my dear Siſter, when I ſpeak of what Souls 
are, and do as mew Creatures, it is to be underſtood 
of them, when enabled to act according to the new 
Creature Life in their Hearts. — That you may walk 
in the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, and be edified: is 
the hearty Deſire of, 5 


Yours in Cbriſt, 


— — 
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LETTER XXXVIII 
110 — — 
Dear Madam, 
F OUR kind Favour of the th Inflant, I thank- 
1 fully acknowledge, I rejoice that the Lord's 


gracigus Dealings with me, have been an Encourage: -- 


ment to 30%; and that my poor Letter was a Means 


in the Lord's Hand to quiet your Spirit, when greatly 


diſtreft. . For this your Relief and my Joy, unto our 


the 
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the Lord dealt with you, in giving you my 
Letter, as he deals with his own Children: In 
drawing out your Heart to wiſh to be acquainted th 
me, or that ſomething might occur to diſpoſe me to. 
write to you:“ And then granting your Defire 2 4 4 
Bleſſing; that you therein might poſſeſs the Double. 
A Privilege 8 to the happy Subjects of Prince 
Emmanuel, the Children, the Heirs of God in Chriſt | & 
For ſuch is the Infinity of God's Love to his o 


according to our Wi ih, and at our Requeſt * to ſhew A 


Dipol ays of his infinite Favour : : And thereby to en- 
dear Himſelf and his Benefits the more to us, and to 
enlarge our Hearts to give him greater Praiſe. The 
which, tho' Himſelf enables us to it, He is pleas' d | 
to account aur Obedience, by which Ie is glorify'd ; © 
and find it he will unto: our Praiſe, Honour and Glory, if 
at the Appearing of Jeſus Chriſt. And however un- 
likely it ſeem'd to you, that any Thing ſhould oc- 
cur to diſpoſe me to write, the Lord knew how to 
effect it; and I ſee his Hand in it. You obſerve it, 
as © one Fruit of your Afflictions, that your deareſt + 
< and beſt of earthly Friends, ſhould make known your 
< Caſe to me:“ Which was the Means of it. But 
this might have been, Madam, and yet I not have 
writ to vou. For dear Madam did not deſire 
me to write to ven, but only to give her my Thoughts 
how one in Hur Caſe ſhould bebave, and this (as 1 
| took, it) in ber Letter. But the Lord moved my 
Bowels towards hon, and I was conſtrain'd to writh Sh 
unto, you :yourfelf, tho“ I knew not if it might be 
proper, or improper for Madam to convey the 
Letter to you, and left it to her Diſpoſe under the 
Lord 8 Diereties. 4 willy , il it was s the Va. of 
M Where eg 3 S: Od. 
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God, it might come to your Hands, and pray'd for 
a Bleſſing thereon. And the Lord hath granted 
both your. Deſire and mine, and anſwer'd the End 
of dear Madam in writing of you to me. — 
Oh the Wiſdom of Divine Providence | The Wheets 
of it are full of Eyes within and without: An — 
nity of Wiſdom, even in little Things, for great 
Ends, according to God's Counſels, is in a his 


1 Morks, for his own Glory and his People's Good, a 


Wheel witbin a Wheel, in every Turn of Providence! 
And, To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be Dominion 


and Glo ry forever. Amen. 


9 


4 
e chaiſe thoſe for aur 1 here, that we wiſh to 


Lou + 6 Madam, * I value and eſteem you as 
one of God's People; theſe are indeed the excellent 
* of the Earth.” An Evidence this, that you alfo 
are one of them: For yaur Speech bewnaydth you. 
The World don't ſee the Glory of God's People; -* 
nor love them for their Es, - As ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Behold, what manner of Love the Father 
hath beſtowed on us, that we ſhould be called the Sons 
of hy therefore the World knoweth us not, 1 John 

And, We know that we have paſſed from 
Death unto Life, becauſe we love the Brethren, 
Ver. 14.—As to what you add.“ I hope l ſhall be 
enabled to make theſe my choſen Companions and 
Friends; I greatly dread aſſociating with thoſe 
© here, that I would not live with hereafter :' 4 
Pleaſe to obſerve, That a Perſon may be known, bx 
the Company he. chuſeth and delights in. To rege 
1 55 Souls, the Saints are their own Company, 
And a Piece of ſpiritual Wiſdom it is; to 


be our Companions hereafter; For much Good, or 
Evil, Ie pak. of our Spirituality, or of the Carna- 
uy, and, Death of the Soul, are uſually the Effect of 


inti- 


AGs 
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intimate Communion with good, or evil Men. Re- 
generate Souls, are Light in the Lord; and unrege- 
nerate Men are Darkneſs : And what Communion hath 
Light with Darkneſs? 2 Cor. 6. 14,—You add, 
Madam, * I wiſh for Grace to experience what 
others experience, and the Truths which I firmly 
© believe.” — And as to this, be thankful for the 
Grace given you, and truſt God for more. For, 
He giveth more Grace, And, tho" your Beginning be 
bt ſmall, your latter End ſhall greatly increaſe. Fol- 
low on to know the LorD, and you ſhall know bim 
For, He that hath begun a good Work in you, will 
perform it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt, Seek the 
Lord, and wait upon him in all appointed Means, 
for further Meaſures of the Spirit of Grace to be 
given you. And be aſſur'd, that our compaſſionate 
Jzsus, doth not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things, but 
moſt kindly and tenderly regards the Lambs of his 
Flock, and the weakeſt Beginnings of Grace in Souls 
that ſeek him, A bruiſed Reed will he not break, nor 
quench the ſmoaking Flax, but bind up and ſtrengthen, 
nouriſh and increaſe our weak Graces, until He brings 
forth Fudgment unto Victory, or brings them forth 
triumphant over all Oppoſition, unto endleſs Glory. 
Commit your Soul into Chriſt's Hands, and ſave you 
he will unto the uttermoſt.— And as, dear Madam, 
you ſee the Glory of God's People, love them for 
their Excellency, and chuſe them for your Friends 
and Companions; I doubt not, that hence your 
Mind 1s diſpos'd, as was Moſes, to chuſe rather to 
fuffer Afiittion with the People of God, than to enjoy 
tbe Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, Heb. 11. 25. The 

People of God, Madam, always were, are, and will 
be while in the World, an afflicted People. Afflic— 
tions of various Kinds, are their bleſſed Lot ; the s 

0 Lot | 
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Lot aſſign'd them by God their Father's Love, given 
them thro* Chriſt their Redeemer's Blood, and ſanc- 
tified to them by the Spirit of Grace, to prepare 
them for immortal Glory. And as it is the Pleaſure 
of your heavenly Father, Madam, to exerciſe you 
with Afflictions of Body, and I doubt not, with va- 
rious Trials which attend your Mind; ſince theſe are to 
you, thro* Chriſt's bearing the Curſe, new Covenant 
Bleſſings, to increaſe your Graces, and prepare you 
for your Crown: Will you not fay in Fihal Duty, 
after the Example of our great Lord, (when ſuch a 
Cup of Bitters was put into his Hand, as none elſe 
ever had, and none but Hz could drink) The Cup 
which my Father giveth me to drink, ſhall I not drink 
it? Oh dear Madam, Chriſt, the Beloved of the 
Father's Soul, was for us, by way of Eminence, a 
Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, That 
he might take away the Curſe of our Afflictions, 
ſympathize with, and ſuccour us in them, and by 
the Merit of his Sufferings, gloriouſly deliver us. 
from them. For the burning Buſh was not conſumed, 
but preſerved green and flouriſhing, becauſe of the 
Good Will of Him who dwelt in it, to work Deli- 
verance from the Fires attending it. Strange! that 
the Lord of Glory, Gop Bleſſed forever, for ſuch a 
gracious End, ſhould dwell in a Bramble Buſb all on 
Fire! In his poor afflizzed People reprefented thereby! 
Good Mill, indeed! God our Saviour loves his af- 
flicted People, as Gor, and makes their Sorrows 
his own! And thence will ſave them to Glory with . 
him. 

I am glad, Madam, that you are become a Pil- 
grim, that you ſeek a better Country; and tho' Af- 
tiictions at Times make your Way rough; your 
Shoes 5 Pal be Iron ad Braſs, and as your Days, your 


Q Strength, 


E 
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Strength, The eternal Gop is your Refuge, and 
underneath are the everlaſting Arms, What though | 
your Way is thro much Tribulation ,, the Kingdom is 
at the End! EmanuePs Land, Chriſt's Father's Houſe, 
is the bleſt, the everlaſting Home that awaits you! 
And when once you ſee Jzsvs Face_to Face, and his | 
own ſoft Hand, wipes away all your Tears, you will 
ſoon remember no more the Sorrow for the Joy; for 
the ineffable and endleſs Foy, into which your Royal 
Maſter, your Maker, your Huſband, will call you 
to enter Into the Arms of Chriſt, our compaſ- 
ſionate great High Prieſt, I commit you: His Grace 
be with your Spirit! In the Bowels of IEsus, with 
ſympathizing Love, permit me to ſubſcribe, 

Dear Madam, 


Your moſt willing humble Servant, 


* , , 
ME ee ea —— — — 
— 
* 


LETTER XXXIX. 
To Mr. L. g. 


My very dear Brother, in our deareſt, deareſt JIEsus, 


Thank you for your very kind and affectionate Let- 
ter. I am glad you ſee yourſelf to be a poor Sin- 
ner, that ſtands in Need of Mercy; that you ſee an 
infinite All-ſufficiency in the Saviour ;-and are de- 
termined, thro' Grace, to know nothing elſe, ſave 
Feſus Chriſt, and Him crucified. Indeed, my Bro- 
ther, you need know nothing elſe, For in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and of Him as crucified, all ſaving 
Knowledge, the Knowledge of all the Soul-ſaving 
Doctrines of his precious Word, is compriz'd. ** 
2 | N | — 
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he 1s the Truth, all Truth is comprehended in Him. 
As He is the Way to the Father, thro' Him we have 
all Fulneſs of Acceſs to God, We need nothing to 
be added to our Jesvs, the ſlain Lams, to make 
our Entrance into the Holieſt, more full and free. 
No, He is the Way, the only Way, the full, the 
free, the glorious Way to the Father ; and we need 
no other, And as He is the Life, we have a Fuineſs 
of Life, of all Life, in and thro* Him alone. Life of 
Juſtification, of Sanctification, of Conſolation, and of 
Glorification, He then that hath Chriff, muſt needs 
have All in Him, that a poor Sinner can want, to 
ſave him from all Miſery, and unto all Glory..— 
You ſay, my dear Brother, 
I cannot conceive how he that hath this precious 
Pearl, Chrif, in his Heart, can reef? or deſpiſe 
< inward Holineſs; for He is Holineſs to Perfection, 
and He liveth by Faith in the Heart of a Be- 
© liever. And a Believer (if he be truly ſo) loves 
him ſincerely, and conſequently, loves him as his 
© Sanfification, as well as his Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
and Redemption,” | 5 
That Chriſt is Holineſs to Perfection, and as ſuch 
our Sanctification, is a glorious Truth, and our un- 
ſpeakable Privilege. That Chriſt dwells in our 
Hearts by Faith; and that every true Believer loves 
him as his Sanctification; are likewife glorious - 
Truths, and precious Privileges of the Sons of God. 
But when we ſay, That Cbriſ is Holineſs to Per- 
Fellion, and as ſuch our Saufification : We are to re- 
gard, 1. What Chriſt is in Himſelf perſonally, as our 
repreſenting Head. And, 2. What He is to us rela- 
tively, as our Head of Influence; in whom dwells a 
Perfection of Holineſs, of the Spirit of Grace and 
Holineſs, to be communicated unto us. In both 
| Q 2 Re- 


3 nn. 

Reſpects, He dwells in the Heart of a Believer by 
Faith, In the Firſt, As Chriſt is Holineſs to Per- 

fection in his own Perſon, as our repreſenting Head; 
ſo he dwells in our Hearts by Faith, in that the 
Holy Spirit, thro' the Word of the Goſpel, reveals 
him as ſuch in us, and our Faith receives him as 

ſuch, views him, joys in him, and cleaves to him as 
ſuch. In the Second, As Chriſt is Holineſs to Per- 
tection in himſelf, as our Head of Influence, as the 
Fulneſs of all Grace and Holineſs, of the Spirit of 
Grace, and of the Graces of the Spirit, dwell in him, 
to be communicated to us; ſo he alſo dwells in our 
Hearts by Faith, in that the Holy Spirit, thro' the 
Word, reveals him in us as ſuch, and as ſuch our 
Faith receives, joys in, and cleaves to him. Yea, as 
ſuch, we by Faith receive from him, of his Fulneſs, 
and Grace for Grace. — Thus Chriſt dwells in our 
Hearts by Faith, And every true Believer loves him, 
in both Reſpects, as his Sanctification. — 
Again, Chriſt may be ſaid to live, or dwell in us, 
by his Holy Spirit. Who hath taken Poſſeſſion of 
our Hearts for Chriſt, to form his Image there, a 
new, a holy Nature in us, in Conformity to Chriſt, 
the new Adam, our holy Head. And He, the eter- 
nal Spirit, that hath begun this good Work in us, will 
perform it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt. He abides 
in us as the Spirit of Grace, to maintain and increaſe 
every Grace in us, until the Life of Grace is per- 
fected in Glory. And in this Reſpect, as the Spirit 
of Grace, and all Grace by him, is communicated to 
us thro* Chriſt, and received by Faith; ſo our Jzsvs 
is to us, the Fountain of Holineſs, that maintains all 
the little Streams of it, that flow in our Hearts and 
Lives, and ſpring and riſe continually, towards the 
perfect Holineſs and Glory of eternal Life. — In Chriſt 


Our 
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our holy Head, we have a Perfection of Holineſs for 
Repreſentation z and alſo for Communication: But 
we have not yet a Perfection of Holineſs commu- 
nicated to us, as the Spirits of guſt Men made perfect, 
now have in Glory, and as wwe ſhall ſhortly have with 
n 
And we are to diſtinguiſh between what Chriſt is 
in Himſelf, and what we are in ourſelves, as Branches 
in him, our holy Root, Between that Holineſs 
which we have in him, for Repreſentation; that 
which is treaſur'd up in him for us, for Communi- 
cation; and that which we have from him, or com- 
municated thro' him. The two former, are perfect 
in him, the latter is imperfect in «s.—Yet is it Holi- 
neſs of Truth, tho' not Holineſs of Perfection. Any 
otherwiſe than as it extends to Paris; for as to 

Degrees, there is much wanting : In our Faith and 
Love, our Hope and Patience, our Meekneſs, and 
eyery -Grace.- 

But, ſhould we not lie againſt our Right, our Pri- 
vilege as born of God, and Saints of his, if we ſaid, 
That there were no ſuch Graces in us? Or, no ſuch 
perſonal inherent Holineſs, communicated to ug, or 
to be looked for by us, thro* Chriſt ? 

But, my Brother, tho' this Holineſs is in us, in 
ourſelves ; yet is it not of ourſelves, but is Chriſt's 
Life in us, communicated to us, and maintained in 
us by him. By Virtue of our inſeperable Union to 
him and Communion with him. Juſt as the Life of 
the Branches, is the Life of the Root in them, or the 
Sap and Fulneſs of the Root, communicated to 
them,— And ſo it vaſtly differs from what you hint, 
as to Phariſaical Holineſs, that proceeds from the 
Self-righteous Spirit of an unregenerate Man, that is 


ſet 
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fet up in Oppo// Fon to Chriſt, and as ſuch ought to be 
| rejected. 
| But, my dear Trother, to cloſe in a few Words, 
| let me come home to your own: Soul: Do you love 
_ Chriſt as your San? Ke alion, to preſent you holy unto 
| God, completely ſo, in his own holy Perſon, in his 
own inherent Perfections? Don't you alſo love him as 
the Fountain of Holineſs, to make you perſcnally and | 
inherently 50%, to increaſe your Holineſs here, and | 
to perfect it hereaſter : Or, to ſan#ify you wholly, in | 
Spirit, Soul and Body? Don't you groan under that 
preſent Uniikeneſs to Chriſt, which you ſee and feel 
in your own Heart - and Life? Don't you rejoice in 
Hope of that glorious Day, when you ſhall be per- 
fectly ike your Saviour? When, as a complete 
Piece of the Holy Ghoſt's Workmanſhip, you ſhall 
be perfectly conformed unto Chriſt's Image; in your 
Soul, unto the Glories of his Soul, and in your Body, 
unto his glorious Body ? Yea, Don't you rejoice to 
feel Chriſt living in you by his Holy Spirit, working, 
maintaining and increaſing, the ſame Graces in your 
Heart, in your little Meaſure now, which to the 
higheſt Perfection are in the Heart of Chrift? And 
don't you rejoice in God your Saviour, when you feel 
him thus working ſpiritual Life, the Life of Grace 
and Holineſs in you, inaſmuch as this is the very Be- 
ginning of Life eternal, that ſhall certainly and 
ſpeedily, ſpring up and riſe, unto that perfe& and 
eternal Glory —If /o; you are none of then that re- 
jelt and deſpiſe inherent Holineſs, But may ſay with 
all the Saints, who carneſtly deſire to have all Mor- 
tality, reſpecting Soul and Body, ſwallowed up of 
Lifer of perfect Holineſs and 8 Now HE Ne 
_— Oey; 18 "ow the Wor: Jani Ti Thing, * Go, who 
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hath alſo given unto us the Earneſt of the Spirit, 2 Co 

5. 5. As certainly as we are thus prepared for Glory 
here, we ſhall hereafter enjoy the Glory prepared for 
us. As ſurely as we have now receiv'd the Earneſt 
of the Spirit, we ſhall ere long poſſeſs our vaſt In- 
beritance in Gop. — And rejoicing in Hope of that 
Day's Glory, let us live by Faith, and walk in 
Love, in all Manner of holy Converſation, as God's 
dear Children; as Heirs of Gop, and joint Heirs 
with CHRIST Great Grace be with you! In 


Ixsus our Love, our Life, our ALL, I am, my 
dear Brother, 


Your very affeftionate Friend and Servant, 


—— — — —— — 


„ 
To Mrs. 95. 


My very dear Siſter in Chriſt, | 

I | Rejoice before God, and give Thanks to him, 

for all your Joy, given of his free, rich Grace. 
That my poor Letters have been made ſweet, and 
uſeful, is the Lord's Kindneſs to you, and Grace un- 
known to unworthy me. That they are given you 
as an Anſwer of Prayer, and made doubly enter- 
taining to you, is from that Infinity of Love which is 
in God's Heart towards you; which to ſhew its im- 
menſe Glory and Fulneſs, breaks out upon you in 
double Beams and Streams, and makes you poſſeſs 
the Double. Single Mercies, my Siſter, are not great 
enough, to anſwer the infinite Greatneſs of God's 
Love to you, And in all thoſe bright Diſplays 2 

whic 
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which with a double Glory have hitherto ſhone upon 
you, you have ſeen but little of Love's immenſe 
Brightneſs. No, there are Ages to come, to an eter- 

nal Space, wherein God who is rich in Mercy, for his 
great Love wherewith he loved you, even when dead 
in Sins, will Hero the exceeding Riches of his Grace, in 
bis Kinaneſs towards you thro Chriſt Feſus. As to 
that Delight the Lord gave you by my Letter, while 
1 hinted the bleſſed Uſe he made yours of unto me, 
for which you had pray'd; I well know what it is. 
That it much affects the Heart, thro' the Lord's 
Working, when we hear from our dear Friends, 


that what we wrote to them were bleſt for the fame 
Ends which we aſked of God. Inaſmuch as his in- 


finite Grace to us, in regarding and ſucceeding our 


weak Attempts for his Glory, and' in his attending 
to the Voice of our Cry, doth therein ſhine radi- 
antly. It is God's Favour to ws, and to Bis thro? us, 

unworthy as we are, and ſee ourfelves to be, that 
_. affects and delights our Souls, that humbles us in the 
Duſt before him, and raiſeth our Hearts to praiſe 
him. And a Thouſand, Thouſand various Ways 
and Times, infinite Love hath and will have, to 
caſt upon us its infinite Glory, to our unſpeakable 


Joy, and to look us (in our Creature-Mealure) into 


its own bright Image. And ſince God our Father 
hath fer his Heart upon us as his own in Love, and 
delights to diſplay his free, great, unchangeable and 
eternal Love to vs: O what ſtrong Obligations 
are we under, to walk before bim in | Lon, as his 
dear Children! 

And as to your preſent Trial, my dear Siſter, it 
ſprings from the Love of God. The Lord hath 
| loved it unto you, on Purpoſe to give you an Op- 


portunity thereby, to ſhew your Love and Obe- 
dience 
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dience unto him. O! prize it; bleſs God for it; 
and pray for Grace, that you Joſe. it not, but im- 
prove it. Much, very much depends upon your 
Behaviour towards God under it. The Glory of God, 
or his being glor ified by you upon the Earth, is con- 
cern'd in it. And thoꝰ your preſent Carriage to- 
wards the God of Love under this Trial, is but fran- 

ent; yet if you behave well, with that Love and 
Duty which becomes a Soul infinitely beloved of the 
Ls the Glory brought to his great Name there- 
by, will be permanent. It will be an eternal Truth, 
that at ſuch a Time, under ſuch a Trial, you olori- 
fied the God of Love, by an obediential and cheer- 
ful Reſignation, of a moſt dear Enjoyment that he 
call'd for. Which will be to his eternal Honour 
and Pleaſure, and to your eterna] Glory and Joy. 
And on the other Hand, if you are Selfiſh, and 
don't in Love to God's Glory, give up what he calls 
far; it will be an eternal Truth, that at ſuch a 
Time, you diſhonour'd the God of Love; and per- 
manent will be the Diſhonour that you caſt upon him, 
as to his manifeſtative Glory. And an eternal Truth 
it will be, that in that Part of your Behaviour, the 
God of Love could have no Pleaſure, And as to 
yourſelf, tho? pardon'd, and when glorified, it will 
be Matter of your Humiliation, and Self-Abaſement 
forever, and a Means of your Loſs of that Praiſe, 
and Honour, and Glory, which otherwiſe you would 

receive in the Day of Cbriſt. 
This I write, my dear Siſter, to his you a little, 
of what great Moment, your preſent Carriage is and 
will be. Tho” | well know, that you are withour 
Strength to behave well, if God worketh not in you 
both to will and to do of bis own god Pleaſure, And 
that his free Grace, wall forgive all your Unkindneſs 
| R and 
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and Ingratitide to him, and be eternally glorified 
in its Superaboundings, over all the Aboundings of 
your Sin, wherein you fail of Duty. But, O my 
dear Child, let us be concern'd about an active glo- 
rifying of God in Trials! And let this be tby Con- 
cern, in that which at preſent abides thee. Prize 
the preſent Moments of your Trial. They are pre- 
cieas Moments; in that therein you may bring eternal 
G:ory unto God, They are fleeting Moments, they'll 
ſoon be gone; improve them in the Inſtant they ap- 
pear, or you'll loſe them forever; theſe Moments of 
Trial, will come no more. Therefore aſk Help of 
God, and ſet about your Work in good Earneſt. — 
Love Gop for his own Sake, for the Excellency of 
his great BEIN, and the Glory of all his Yorks, 

and for all his wondrous Grace to you. And. love 
nothing elſe, no Creature or Thing, but for his Sake, 
nor keep any Thing from him, that be calls for. 
Reſign up your deareſt Enjoyments, as Abraham did 
his aac; and you like him, ſhall be called rhe 
Friend of God.—-O what can be too dear, to part 
with for Him, who ſpared not his own Son, but 
| deliver'd him up tq bear Sin and the Curſe, Wrath 
Ii and Death for. you For your eternal Life]! What 
[| can be too gear, to part with for the Laws, that 
i! gave himſelf a Sacrifice for you 7 His own Soul, in 
Four Soul's Stead, to redeem you from endleſs 
Miſery, unto ternal Glory, to marry you to, and 
make you happy in and with himſelf forever! And 
what can be too dear, to part with for the Holy Ghoſt 
your Comforter, who in infinite condeſcending Grace, 
dwells and works in you, as the Well-Spring of all 
your Joy and Holineſs! The Honour you-owe to all 
the Three Perſons in God, calls for your cheerful - 
Compliance with the Divine Will. The Father's, 


Son's 
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moves, it will be apparently the Will of God's Pro- 
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Son's and Spirit's Love, their infinite Bounty towards 
you, calls for your Love and Duty, that you will give 
up yourſelf and All, unto the God of Love, for his 
preſent and eternal Glory. — And you ſhall loſe 10 
Glory nor Joy, by prefering the Glory of God, and 
the Good of his People, if he calls your Miniſter to 
ſerve in another Place, above all thoſe ſweet Enjoy- 
ments you have had under his Miniſtry in that Place 
where your Lot is caſt: But in Exchange, for all 
you part with for the Lord's Sate, and for the 
Furtherance of his Goſpel, you ſhall receive an 


Hundred. fold in this preſent Time, and in the World to 


come, Life everlaſting. 


And as to that which augments your Trial, That 
vou can't ſee It to be. the Lord's Vill that he 
* ſhould remove: Give up your-own Will and Wif- 
dom entirely to God's: And in bis Diſpoſe, who 
works all Things for his own Glory and the Good of 
his People, be you at Ref, If your Miniſter re- 


vidence ; and doubtleſs the Lord's Servant will think, 
that in his Removal he conforms to the Will of 
God's Precept. And if he ſhould, as you fear, 
miſtake the Call of Providence; yet as he acts in- 
cerely, God will over-rule it for his own Glory, The 
Miniſters of Chriſt for the Good of his People, like 
Clouds for watering the Earth, are turned about by 
God's Counſels. And will you not allow God to 
have his own Mind, for his own Praiſe? And will 
you not ſubmit thereto, yea, delight therein for his 
Glory ? 


I rejoice that fuch a Spirit is in you, that the 
Lord hath thus in ſome Meaſure wrought on your 


Heart. That tho? in his infinite Grace, he hath told 
you that it ſhall be well with you, that you ſhall be fed: 
R 2 


You 
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Tou can tell him, That you prefer the Prof; perity 
* of his Sion, above all Foy.” Now your Will hows 
into God's Will, and you know no Intereſt but bis; 
our Lord is glorified in you; and this ſhall be unto 
your Glory and Foy, both here and hereafter. It de- 
lights your loving Lord, to ſee you thus willing in 
the Beauties of Holineſs. And lo, all your Unwil- 
tingneſs, from remaining Sin, he freely and fully 
pardons, Go on therefore moſt cheerfully to reſign 
up what he calls for, and labour to increaſe in Duty, 
for Gotl's increaſirg Glory. And your Joy and 
Glory ſhall be great and full. Great Grace be with 
you! Jam, my dear Siſter, 5 ä 


Tours meſ affedtionately, 


— , 


— — 


5 


LETTER XII. 
To Mr. 11 


* dear Brother in Chriſt, 


Have read with Pleaſure Mr. B——»'s gene 3 
J and rejoice, and give Thanks with you, that the 
-,, Goſpel, as an Anſwer of your Prayers, is preached in 
your Pariſh Church. O may the Lord ſtrengthen 
his Servant more and more, to ſpeak unto the People 
all the Words of this Life] May the Holy Gbeſt fall 
upon them that hear the Word! And many believe, 
and turn unto the Lord! I rejoice likewiſe, - that in 
all your Wanderings, and amidſt all the Shakmgs 
vou have met with, you have been kept from 
falling in with thoſe, who have ſadly fallen into the 
Denial of the Work of the Holy Ghoſt in the Reno- 

. vation 
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vation of our Nature: Or, our inherent Meetneſs by 
Grace, for eternal Glory, — O my Brother, your Pre- 
ſervation in Dangers, your Deliverance from Evil, 

= and your being led afreſh into green Paſtures, and 
made to lie down beſide the till Waters, are all 
owing to the Lorp your Shepherd's Kindneſs and 
Care, He that lov'd and dy'd for you, he that 
lov'd and quickned you when dead in Sins, had his 
Heart, his Eye, his Hand, in boundleſs Compaſſion, 
fixt upon you as his own. And never, never will he 
leave you, nor forſake you, but guide you conti- 
nually thro* this weary Wilderneſs, and bring you 
ſafely to the Land of Reſt.— And fear not, my dear 
Brother, your being one of Chriſt's Sheep : For you 
have his Mark upon you. You hear his Voice and 
follow him. You have heard his Voice in the Law, 
to your Conviction of Sin and Miſery, and utter In- 
ability to help and fave yourſelf, You have heard 
his Voice in the Goſpel, and thro' the Declarations 
and Promiſes of Grace, you have had a Revelation 
of the glorious Remedy, of the infinite All- ſuffi- 

ciency and Willingneſs of the great Saviour, to fave 
unto the uttermoſt. Whence, deſpairing of any 
Help in yourſelf as a Sinner, and believing all Help 
in the Saviour, your Soul is drawn after him, to 
cleave unto him, and depend upon him, and his 

Righteouſneſs and Strength, for your Juſtification 

and Salvation; and alſo, to follow on to know him, 

to enjoy, love and fear him, according to, and in 
his bleſſed Word and Ordinances. And unto you 
that thus hear the great Shepherd's Voice, and fol- 
low him, unto you as one of his own Sheep, he 
gives, and will give eternal Life: And none of your 

' Soul-Enemies, ſhall pluck you out of his Almighty 
and All-gracious Hands, Cbriſt hath received you 1 

tbe 


| 
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e Glory of God, (to give you the preſent Right, 
and future Enjoyment of it) and will keep you ſafe 
forever.-—But, | nab 
You ſay, I have much Diſpute in my Mind, 
* whether the Lord hath ever wrought any real 
© Work on my Soul.“ — I know, my Brother, that 
Satan and Unbelief will ſay, ay. But ſince you can 
lay from the Bottom of your Soul, That you love 
« the Brethren, of all Denominations, without Di- 
/* ſtinction, who love our dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt“ 

And ſince the Apoſtle John ſaith, Ve know that 
we are paſſed from Death to Life, becauſe we love the 
Brethren: And, he that loveth, is born of Gop : 
Which will you believe, the God of Truth, who thus 
witneſſeth in his Word, to the Reality of his good 
Wors on your Heart; or the Father of Lies, who 
Juggeſts the contrary ? O!] for God's Honour, and 
your Soul's Joy, ſet to your Seal, that Gop is true, 
Bleſs him that he hath zegun his good Work in you; 
and be confident that he will perform it until the Day 
of Feſus Chriſt, Until you are made perfectly like 
Chrilt, in Soul and Body, and bleſt with the full and 
endleſs Viſion of his Glory. — But again, 

Tou ſay, I am the barren Fig-Tree, that is fit 
For nothing but the Fire.“ But ſince you love 
Chriſt, his People, Word and Ordinances; you 
bear ſuch Fruit, that is to be found upon none 
but thoſe who are Trees of Righteouſneſs, the Plant- 
ing of the Lox p, that He might be glorified, And 
however little your Fruit may be; the Lox p will 
not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall Things, No; you are 
his pleaſant Plant, and in your Fruit, his Soul de- 
lighteth. And tho? the Fruit you bring forth to 
him, is but ſmall, and uncomely in your own Sight; 
ſuch is the infinite Grace of your dear Lord Jeſus, 
15575 i leren that 
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rhat from his Heart's Delight in you, and your Fruit, 
he will admire it, with an how fair is thy Love ! 
And under all your remaining Unfruitfulneſs, your, 
compaſſionate Saviour, pities and pardons you. 
And tho' for your real and apprehended Barren- 
neſs, you deſerve the Fire, and are fit Fuel for ever- 
lating Burnings: To the Fire of Hell, you ſhall not 
go. No, dear Soul, Jesus for thee, hath borne thy 
Sin, and endur'd thy Hell! He gave his own Soul, 
to ſuffer thy Deſert, in thy Soul's Stead! He ex- 
pos'd Himſelf, his bleſſed SELF, to Curſe and 
Wrath, to the Fire of God's flaming Vengeance for 
Thee! That Thou from Sin and Curſe, from 
Wrath and Death, might'ſt be forever /t free !- 
And now, Sin being condemn'd by the Dying of 
the Lord Jeſus, hath not, ſhall not have the Dominion 
over you; but ſoon ſhall be utterly deſtroy'd, and 
rooted out of your Nature. No Curſe, nor Wrath 
ſhall ever light upon ycu. You ſhall not be Burt of 
the ſecond Death, You are bleſſed, yea, and you 
Hall be bleſſed. Nothing but Life and Bleſſednefs, 
Joy and Glory awaits you, as a Believer in the Son 
of Gop. And if CyrisT is precious unto you, al- 
together lovely, all Dęſires; you are a Believer. You 
are of Faith, and bleſſed with faithful Abraham; 
a Child, and an Heir of Gop, thro' and with 
CHRIST, | | 
Come then, dear Soul, get by Faith into the 
Eamb's Wounds; and there hide helf from fiery 
Indignation due for Sin. The Sufferings of the Sa- 
viour, are a ſafe, a joyous, a Life-giving, and glo- 
rious hiding Place for a Sinner. Go then, believing 
on Chriſt crucified, the Paſſover-Lamb, facrihced- 
for you, caſt . yourſelf down at the Saviour's Feet, 
and at the Foot of God your Father in him, and confeſs 
Tn and 
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and bewail all. your Ingratitude to the Eonb, who 
has been, is and will be very gracious unto you. - 
Spread your Caſe before the Lokxp, lament before 
him all your Barrenneſs ; tell him, that if he was to 
deal with you after your Sins, you deſerve the Fir 
And yet in the Faith of God's Free Grace, 10 
the Blood of Chriſt, and in the Name of Ixsus, 
aſ for more of the Holy Spirit. For lo, the God 
of Compafſfions, will not condemn you. Moſt gra- 
cioully he will, hear your Moan : His Bowels will be 
troubled for you, and moſt ſurely will he have 
Mercy upon you: And make you as one of his 
eſcaped Remnant, yet to take Root downward, and 
to bear Fruit upward: To the Glory of God by 


you, and to your Glory in and with im. both pre- 


ſent and eternal. The Love of God our Father, the 
Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the Communion 
of the Holy Ghoſt be with you! So prays, my dear 
Brother, 
Yours moſt tenderly in the Lamb's Bowels, 
N — — 


LET TER XL. 
To Mr. F. —0. 


222 Sir, . 
QURSI receiv'd, and return Thanks ; and I 
bleſs the Lord, who. hath made my poor Books 


and Letters of Uſe unto you. O dear Sir, if by aoy 
Means, Chriſt and you are brought together ; how 


happy are you! I rejoice that you have ſuch a Sight 


of the Worth and Excellency of precious Jzsvs, that 
you 
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ydu eſteem none © Poor, that have Him, and none 
* Rich, that want Him.“ And ſeek ſtill, dear Sir, 4 
further Acquaintance with the invaluable Worth 
this Pearl of great Price! And a more full Satisfaction 
of Intereſt in Him, For the Riches of Chrift, are ab- 
ſolutely unſearchable! A Mine of immenſe Treaſure, 
that can never be bottom'd by Men nor Angels, to 
an endleſs Eternity! His perſonal Worth and Glories, 
are infinitely beyond the Conception of a finite Mind, 
and the Expreſſion of an Angel's Tongue. His rela- 
tive Worth and Excellencies, as a Saviour, in Rela- 
tion to us Sinners; do infinitely ſurpaſs, either Hu- 
man, or Angelic Deſcription. But are and ſhall be 
initially and increaſingly known and enjoy'd, unto be- 
gun and perfect Bliſs and Glory, thro' Time and to 
Eternity, by thoſe happy Souls, who are bleſt with 
Intereſt in Chriſt, and Communion with Him in all 
his unſearchable Riches. Chrift is what He is. A 
Maſs of immenſe Beauties, Glories and Perfections, 
an infinite, preſent, and eternal ALL! And what He 
is in Himſelf, He is for every Saul that deſires him. 
That deſires HIM, above all Things, HIM, if it was 
ſtript naked of every Thing, for its Portion. And is 
this your Defire, Sir? Then CHRIST is yours. This inva- 
luable Pearl, is yours. Freely yours, fully, unchangeably 
and eternally yours, Receive him, embrace him, delight 
in him, and give up yourſelf entirely to him. Live 
upon Chriſt, as your Portion. Rejoice in your won- 
drous Lot. Spend your Life in delighting in his 
Beauties, in admiring and adoring bis infinite and 
eternal Excellencies. Look upon your Beloved's fair 
Face. There's ne'er another ſuch a Beauty, in btb 
Worlds ! And lo, He loves you infinitely ! Labour in 
all appointed Means, to love Him increafingly. Give 
Chriſt your Heart, He aſks it 4 you; He delights 
n 
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in your Love; He is well worthy of it. It is your 
Duty, your Bliſs, your Glory to love him. It is be- 
gun Heaven, to love him. Your preſent Life of 
Grace, and future Life of Glory, doth and will con- 
ft in Communion with Chriſt in Love. In bis loving 
and embracing you, in infinite; free, condeſcending 
Grace; and in your loving and embracing Him, with 
the higheſt Reverence and Adoration. Seek much 
of this Life of Love, of this Life of Heaven, here on 
Earth. The more you attain of it, the more will 
your dear Lord be glorify'd in you; and the greater 
will be your Joy in him here, and your Glory with 
him hereafter, There is nothing on Earth worthy 
of your Love, for its own Sake. Love every Thing 
that is lovely or deſirable here, for Chriſt's Sake; as 
bis Glory ſhines therein, and as his Honour and In- 


l!  tereft, is and may be advanc'd thereby. And as to 


all the grieving, affficting Things, which you. meet 
with here, view Chrift, that Tree of Life, caſt into 
theſe Waters of Death : View Chriſt in the Troubles 
you meet with, ſee them in his Hand, flowing from 
his Love, deſign'd and over-rul'd for his greater 
Glory, and for your greater Advantage, prefent ahd 
eternal: And you'll ſoon find the bitter Waters, the Wa- 
ters of Affliction, made ſo ſweet, that you'll freely drink 
of them, ſubmiſſively and patiently, cheerfully and thank- 
fully. Uſe the World, as not abuſing it; as not ſetting 
your Heart on the moſt pleaſing Things init : For they 
give but a flattering Light. And on them all, Yani/y 


and }txation are written. And let no diſpleaſing Things, 


much ſink your Spirit. Remember, The Time is ſbort; 
and that you are a Stranger and a Pilgrim on the 
Earth, You'll ſoon reach Heaven, your Country 
above, that City which God hath prepared for you, 
where all Things wilt be according to your * 
2 g | an 
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and far ſuperior for Bliſs and Glory. There, in Joys 
unknown, you ſhall keep an eternal Sabbath, in the 
full and immediate Viſion and Enjoyment of God 
and the Lamb, together with all the bleſſed Saints and 
glorious Angels, to the Days of Eternity, And mean 
Time, bleſs God for your preſent Sabbaths, for the 
Reſt you enjoy in Sion, in the Church below, on the 
Lord's Days; every of which is an Earneſt, and as 
it were the Firft-Fruits, of your eternal Reſt. 
And as to your preſent York in the World, like 
it well, for Feſus Sake. Do all for Chriſt, in Obedi- 
ence to his Command, as under his Eye, by his Aſ- 
 ſiſtance, and for his Glory; and that will make all 
ſeeet and eaſy, As to your preſent Kation in the 
World, Sir, that is but as it were for a Moment: 
"Twill be ſoon over; and much ſooner may your 
Life be at an End. Covet earneſtly, while under 
the Yoke, to glorify Chriſt, by all lawful Obedience 
to your earthly Maſter: To ſhew forth that Metkneſs 
and Lowlineſs of Heart, in your Meaſure, which glo- 
riouſly ſhone in Chriſt; to be like your Lord, to 
learn Obedience by the Things which you utter. 
And if in ſo doing, you cannot pleaſe the Maſter 
you have on Earth ; remember for your Comfort, 
that you have a Maſter in Heaven, that is well pleaſed 
with every Thing you do, with a ſingle Eye to his 
Glory. And that in the preſent Service you do to 
the Creature, you ſerve the Lord Chriſt, and of Him 
ſhall receive the Reward of the Inheritance, O dear 
Sir, prize the preſent Service you are call'd ta do for 
your Maſter, and improve it to the utmoſt, as an 
Opportunity put into your Hands to glorify Chriſt, 
which will ſoon be over, and come no more. And 


great will be the Conſequence of your Obedience, 


it in Love to Chriſt, you obey your Maſter with 
8 2 | Msekneſs 
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Meekneſs and Patience, Cheerfulneſs and Faithfulneſs : 
Inaſmuch as hereby, you. will glorify Chriſt in the pre- 
ſent Time; which in his infinite Grace ſnall be found 
unto your Praiſe, Honour and Glory, at his Appear- 
ing. O what a rich Reward of al your preſent Work, 

will Chriſt's Well done be at laſt, when as his good and 
faithful Servant, He bids you Enter into the Foy of 
your Lord! In this, and all the Paths of Obedience 
then, with Freedom of Spirit, as the Lord's Free 
Man, by Faith in Chriſt, and Love to Him, run the 
Race that is ſet before you on the Earth, until you | 
reach the immortal Crown in Heaven. A commit 


you to the Love and Care of the great n | 
Pear for me, who am, dear Sir, 


FI boar hers meſt Aﬀettionately, 
Len kr I x67 In the Bowels of Chriſt, 


—— 


L E T T E R XLII. 
: * We Mrs, G= — 


My dear Siſter in Chriſt, 
] AM glad my laſt Letter and Book, mib 


Hints on God's Fatherly Chaſtiſernents were of 
'Uſe to your dear Soul. All Glory to our good God! 
I hear your. Trials increaſe. Be not N 
They are but an increaſing Diſplay of the Lord's 


Kindneſs to you. As many as He loves, He rebukes 
and chaſtens. His Deſign therein, is to make you a 


_ Partaker of his Holineſs. To try, and brighten your 
Graces, to enable you. to glorify. Him, and to prepare 
oo * for endleſs ns in and with Him. If you en- 


dure 
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dare Chaſtning, God dealeth with you as with his Sons: 


for what Son is He whom the Father chaſtneth not? 
FflifFions as the natural Fruits of Sin and the Curſe, 
are common to al! Men. But Aflifions to God's 
People, are his Fatherly Rebukes, that flowing from 
his Love, thro” the Blood of Chriſt, are made choice 
Bleſſings by his Holy Spirit ; and as ſuch, none but 
his Children ſhare in them. — And you may know, 
my Siſter, that your Miictions are Bleſſings unto you, 
rf under the ſame at Times, you have an enduring 
Spirit given you. If you endure Chaſtning; God dealeth 
with you as with his Children. What doth Affliction 
work upon your Heart? Do you ever think, when 
under ſmart Strokes by the Rod, Oh, I have de- 
© ſerved this, and much more! I have deſerved Hell; 
© and it is of the Lord's Mercy, that I am not con- 
© ſumed ! I will bear the Jndignation of the Loxp, Se- 
cauſe I have ſinned againſt Him; until He plead my 

© Cauſe, and execute Fudgment far me: For tho He 
* cauſe Grief, He will have Compaſſion, according to the 
* Multitude of his Mercies. I will humble myſelf un- 
der the mighty Hand of God, that I may glorify 
Him, and He will exalt me in due Time. He know- 
* eth the Way that I take, that I flee unto Him for 
all 3 and deſire to love and fear Him, and 
© when He hath tried me, I ſhall come forth as Gold? 
If theſe are the Workings of your Heart, you endure 
Chaſtning : You endure it as a Child of God. and unto 
you it is a Bleſſing of your heavenly Father, — Your 
light Miet ion which is but for a Moment, worketh for 
you (thro' the Lord's Operation, Increaſe of Grace, 
unto) a far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glo- 
79, O my dear Siſter, reckon that the Sufferings of 
. preſent Time, are not worthy to be compared with 


the 
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the Glory which ſhall be revealed in you | Your Afflic- 
tions are as Waters that paſs away, that are here one 
Moment, and gone the next; but your Joy and Glo- 
ry, if you meekly endure the ſame, yea, and the 
Lord's Joy and Glory in you, as well as yours in Him, 
will endure forever ! In Patience then poſſeſs your 
' Soul. For tho' like the burning Buſh, you are all on 
Fire, God is in the midi of you, and you ſhall not 

be conſumed. Remember, The Way to the Kingdom, 
lies thro* much 7 ribulation. And While in a World 
of Trouble, in the Boſom of Christ you ſhall have 
Peace. And ſoon by the Waters of Affliction, you 
ſhall paſs to the Haven of your eternal Reſt. There- 
fore, Lift up your Head ; becauſe the Day of your Re- 
demption draweth nigh. 
And while you are's Stranger and a Pilerim on the 
Earth, afk Help of God, that in every Place where 
you may come, you may gbborißy your Father which is 
in Heaven. O my dear Child, fear not the Faces of 
Men ; but bear a becoming Teſtimony for Chriſt before 
all. And Hx will * your Name, as one of bis Wit- 
weſſes, before his Father and his holy Angels, when 
He comes in his Glory: To grant you as an Overcomer, 
to /it with Him in his Throne, even as He alſo over- 
came, and is ſet down with his Father in his Throne. — 
Unto the tender Care of our Loving Lord, I com- 
mit you; and in Him, am, 


' Yours miſt Aﬀfeeionately, 


* * 8 : * 
2 4 1. E. ＋ 
8 \ 9 > * 
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LETTER XOY, 
To Mr. .. 


My dear Brother in the Lord, 


AM glad you are help'd to rejoice in God's un- 
changing Love. Indeed my dear Friend, if the 
Love of the Lon p towards us was not infinitely free 
and unchangeable, we were undone. But O bleſſed 
be God! He hath loved, He doth, and will love us 
freely; from his own Heart, and not according to 
our Worthineſs. For we, alas! ungrateful we, 
have played the Harlot with many Lovers, and done 
evil Things as we could, And yet the Loxp our 
Maker, our Huſband faith, . Return again unto Mz. 
O what Grace is this; that there ſhould be Room for 
us in Chriſt's Heart and Arms, even after we have 
ſpoken and done as evil Things againſt him as we 
could! Let the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord towards 
us, melt us into Repentance, Humility and Self- 
Abaſement, and excite us to cleave unto Him cloſer 
than ever. O we have loſt much of our precious 
Time already, many of our choice Opportunities of 
glorifying Gop upon the Earth. Let the Time paſt 
ſuffice. Let us benceforth, conſtrain'd by the Love of 
Cris, live unto HIM who died for us, and ref 
again. | 
And now in an eſpecial Manner, as you are going 
to engage in the Affairs of this World, intreat your 
Beloved's Preſence to go with you, and his gracious 
Direction and Protection to be given you. The 
World is an evil Place, beſet with Snares on every 


Side, But our dear Lord hath prayed for us, That 


while we are in ihe World, we may be kept from 1. 
Evi 
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Evil of it. O the infinite Grace of our dear I. ord 
Jeſus! Having Joved his own which were in the World, 
he loved them unto the End! To the End of his be- 
ing in the Wotſd, he manifeſted his Love to his 
own that were in it. And thus he will love his own 
which are in the World, unto the End of Time. He 
will love us all ſafe, thro' a thouſand Deaths and Dan= > | 
gers, into his own immediate Preſence, into that Ful- 
neſs of Life and Glory which he hath prepar'd for us 
at God's Right Hand. And then, having | us all with 
him where he is, which is his Heart's Deſire and will 
be his Heart's Delight, He will love' us forever: In 
ceaſeleſs, bright and increaſing Shines of infinite Fa- 
vour, He will love us to the Days of Eternity! — 
And mean Time, He hath pray'd for us while in the 
World, That we might be kept from the Evil, and 
ſanttifid. thro' the Truth. Por not only for his 175 
that were with Him in the World, did he thus pray, 
but for all them that ſhoud believe on Him, tbro' their 
Mord, even to the World's End. He had you and 
me, and every of his ozwn which are now in the World, 
that live in theſe laſt and evil Times, upon his Heart, 
when He put up that Prayer to his Father, more chan 
' ſeventeen Hundred Years ago. And the Heart. of 
Chriſt is net changed yet, nor is his Care the leſs for 
us now he is exalted at the Right Hand of the Majeſty 
on high. No, tho' ſet down with his Father in his 
Throne, far above all Principality and Power, He 
forgets not his poor Brethren in this low Land, in the 
midſt of Enemies, encompalſs'd with: innumerable 
Sins and Sorrows. But uſeth all his Intereſt with his 
and our Father, for our Relief and Succour, He is 
able alſo to ſave us unto the uttermaſt, ſeeing he ever 
| liveth to make Interceſſion for us. And never will He 
be at Reſt, till He hath loy'd ard red us all Home, 


a 


till 
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tit! He hath ſet us, his Poor, on high from Afiiftion, 
and lifted us Beggars, from the Dungbil, to ſet us a- 
mong the Princes of his People. Yea, till he hath ſet 
us down as victorious thro* his own Love and Blood, 
with Him, upon his own Throne. O glorious Lover] 
O Knowledge-paſſng Love ! — Let us then, my dear 
Brother, ſince Chriſt pray'd for us on Earth, and in- 
tercedes for us in Heaven, come boldly to the 7 brone of 
Vrace, to obtain Mercy, and to find Grace to belp in all 
our Times of Need. And let us ſet our Affection on. 
Things above, where Chriſt fitteth at the Right Hand. 
of G 04 As Strangers and Pilgrims on the Earth, 7 
us ſeek a better Country. Our incorruptible, def ed 
Inheritance that fadeth not away, is del or us in 
Heaven, Thither let our Souls aſcend. Chrift is 
gone before to prepare Places for us; and ſoon. He 
will come again, and receive us umo Himſelf, 545 
where He is, we may be alſo. — Unto the tender Care 
of our own Lord Jeſus, I commit you; and wiſhing 
JOE Soul's Proſperity, I am, dear Brother, 


Your affeFionate Friend in Grit, 


Lr rn ILY. 
To Mis. E—y. 


2 * Sifter in Cbriſt, 


REA is the Grace that hath brought you 
A F acquainted with Ji, and with the } Love. of 
God in bim. And t or what ſhall 2280 you out. 
of your Saviout's Hands? or ate you from the 
Love of God which is nh Mw oleh {ord 
Have 
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Have you committed your Soul into the Hands .of 
Jeſus, for all Salvation by Him? Crit has receiv?d 
you to the Glory of God, and will keep you ſafe far- 
ever. Have you found Jeſus ? You have found Life; 
and ſhall obtain Favour of the Io D. God's  manis 
feſtativt Favour, from the infinite Love of his Heart, 
ſhall compaſs you about. Vith Favour will He com- 


* 
* 


* 
= 


pau you, as with a Shie/d. If Gop undertakes to 
efend you, my Siſter, He will do it wwell;, He will 
do it like HIus ELT. As the God of Love, to the 


eternal Glory of his Grace. — I hear that the Lord 
hath taken away your little One. Be of good Cheer: 
He hath not taken away Ein ſelf. And in Him you 
have ALL, tho' you was ſtript of every Thing. Your- 
Portion, the Logp, the Let of your Inberitancs, is: 

ſtill antouch'd. And the Creature is taken from yon, 

that the Cr?ator may be the ſweeter to you. .Gop?s- 
Sweetneſs, is beſt reliſb' d, by Souls weaned from Crea- 
ture Comforts. And His infinite All- ſufficiency, beſt. 
known, when Creatures fail us. When Brooks are. 
dry'd up and gone, the River of God, Gop our. 
River, of full and endleſs Joy, abides. , And the 
Stream thereof, in the midſt of Trouble, ſhall make 


glad the Citizens of Sion. O my Siſter, is Go 
yours! You are rich enough, you can know no Want: 
Turn the Mouth of Faith, to infinite Fulneſs, open it 
wrde, and thence take your Fill, of new and ſpring- 


ing Pleaſures, from an Ocean of Delights, that is 
bottomleſs, boundleſs, endleſs! Delight thyſelf in tbe. 
Lokp; and Hz ball give thee the Defires of thine: 
Hart. O caſt not ſuch a Diſhonour upon the Lon 
your Portion, by unmeet Heavineſs for the Loſs of a 
Creature, as ractically to ſay, Gop is not enough ! 
Eſteem the LRD to be what He is: To be ALL, 
and your ALL, A little Love (as one well ſaid) to. 


Lap} 
A Creature, muſt ſuffice a Soul that is married unto 
* Chriſt.” And again, * Give God yo our Heart, and 
© you will give him Leave to take what He will that 
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Mot ſurely, all your Comforts, that infinite Wiſdom 
and Grace allotted to you, are well kept in, Gp. In 
Hm you can loſe nothing; and all your Creature. 
Loffes, Gop will make your Gains. You are to get 


and to enjoy more Glory with him hereafter thereby. 


Never did, nor will God, take any good Thing from 


his People, but to give them ſomewhat better in lieu 
of it. He takes away their Comforts, to feſtore them 
double Joys; more pure, full, and permanent De- 


lights. — Then firely they are well fielded, well de- 
when Adis rag pierce them. 


fended from all Harm, 
moſt! And who would not love and bleſs a Taking 
Gov? — Be in Subjection therefore, my dear Siſter, 


unto the Father of Spirits, and live. Say, with your 


Lord, The Cup which my Father giveth me 10 drink, 


Dull 7 not drint it? Learn Obedience Ly the Things you. 


And God will be glorify'd in you; a Parta-. 
ke hf bis Hotineſs you ſhall bs made by the preſent 
Chaftning ; and your Happineſs in the Lord; add Yaur... 
Glory with Him, ſhall be great and full, in the pre- 
ſent and future World, Behave then, under the pre- 
ſent Trial, as a Child, and an Heir of Gop! — Unto. 
the terider Care, and boundleſs Compaſſion of the Fa- 
ther of Mercies, I commit you. The Grace of Criſt 
be with your Spirit! In Him, with 6 e 
Love, 1 am, my dear Siſter, es | 
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yours, and rather think it well kept, than loſt.“ 


more of Himſelf, to give more Glory to Him here, 


* Py a 
: . 3 \ 
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"OE ET TER SINE 
82 To Mr. A——3s. 


My beloved Brother in the Lord, | 
Rejoice much at the Lord's Kindneſs in bleſſing 
J you with the Diſplays of his Glory, and drawing 
out your Soul to long for a rich Increaſe in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, until you ſhall ſee Him as He is, and 
love and praiſe him perfectly and forever. For you 
that are thus wrought for, and earneſtly deſire the im- 
mediate Viſion of the Saviour's Glory, for -you that 
incffable Bliſs is prepared. And ſoon you. ſhall take 
your Fill of thoſe new and living Pleaſures, which are 
at God's Right Hand for evermore! Go on ſtill as a 
Stranger and Pilgrim on the Earth, with a full Stretch 
for Heaven. —I am glad you can ſay, My Beloved is 
mine, and I am his. And, My Beloved is more than 
another Beloved, the chief among ten Thouſand, and al- 
together lovely. — O my Brother, how greatly bleſt 
are you, in that you have an Intereſt in ſo great a Per- 
ſon, as your Beloved! And the Knowledge of your 
entire Intereſt! The former is a Favour caſt upon 
you of the freeſt, richeſt Grace, by which you among 
the Lord's peculiar People, are diſtinguiſn'd from the 
Mord. And by the latter you are diſtingmſh'd from 
many of thoſe who are Heirs with you of the ſame 
glorious Inuberitance, of the Lord as their Portion ; 
ſince you are bleſt with the Aſurance of your indefea- 
ſible Right, while others are depreſt with Fears that 
they have neither Part nor Lot in this Matter; O 
thou highly favour'd Soul! God grant thee Grace, to 
love Him, who firſt. loved thee! Who thus loveth 
thee! Great is the Debt of Love, that you owe! — 
Happy 
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Happy are you, that you have ſeen fo much of the 
Love and Glory of Chriſt, as to make Him precious 
to your Soul, and more than another Beloved in your 
Eſteem, But O my Brother, you han't yet ſeen a 
Thouſandth Part of his tranſcendent Worth and Ex- 
cellency! His perſonal and relative Glories are unſearch- 
able,unchangeable,eternal! Follow on do know the Lord, 
and you h know Him; and with ſpringing Jay and 
Wender, unto Ages without End, you ſhall gaze on 
the Life- giving, and All. ſurpaſſing Beauties of our 
Emmanuel, who is and ever will be, ineffably more 
than another Beloved ! — Into. his Boſom, 1 commit 
you; in his Arms 1 leave you, bleſt with his Love, 
that paſſeth Showing! lam moſt ae, 


| * Sir, 
8 20 | 7 ours in ; Chriſt forever, 


——— — 
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To Mrs. RI. 
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_; Shah „ in Chriſt, 


Thank you for your kind Letter, and thank the 
Lord that my laſt was refreſhing to your Soul. 
I rejoice that the Lord ſtrengthens and comforts you 

under the. Miniſtry of his Word, by his precious 
- Promiſes, and gives you to hope in Him and for his 
Salvation... And upon you his Mercy ſhall be, ac- 
cording as you hope in Him. —1 nd that you are 
ſtill burden'd with the Body of Sin, and cry out with 
the Apoſtle Paul, O re het Man (O wretched Crea- 
ad that 1, am, who ſpall deliver me from the Body of 


this 
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Ibis Death! But I truſt, that turning your Eye to 
the omnipotent Grace of God thro? the Nain Lamb, 
you get a Glimpſe of your Deliverer, and of your Deli- 
verance by him, and for both ſay, with the Apoſtle, - 
Thanks be to God thro Teſus Chriſt! O my dear Siſter, 
fear not the Victory, ſince Chriſt hath got it for you 
fully, and will give it to you freely. There is not a 
Soul in the World, that is pained and grieved with 
the Being and Working of Sin in the Heart, with the. 
Strivings of the Fleſh againſt the Spirit; but is a new |} 
Creature in Chrift Jen, but is deliver'd by reigning 
| Grace, from the reigning Power of Sin, and from 
the Government of Satan, and is tranſlated- into 
tbe' Kingdom of God's dear Son. And that free, . 
all- conquering Grace, which hath. begun to reign in 
that Soul, wil rejgn thro? Righteouſneſs, in the State 
and Majeſty of God, to its eternal Life, by. Feſus Cbriſt 
our Tord "Chriſt and Grace, don't begin to reign 
in any Soul, to give up the Throne, the Heart, a- 
gain unto Sin and Satan, No, Chriſt and Grace, 
having got Poſſeſſion, will keep it, and drive out 
from that Soul, and. before i it, all Enemies, al Contra 
ries, until its begun. Life of Grace, is perfe&ted in to 
eternal Glory. And howeyer Sin bath abounded, or 
may yet abatind in that Soul, Grace doth and will 
much more abound, And all the Aboundings of Sin, 
ſhall but ſerve as a Foil, to ſet off the infinite Gloger 0 
of ſuperaboundipg Grace. O my dear Siſter, your 
Sawatfon from firlt to laſt, is and will be all of Grace. 
Of Grace, ſoveteign and free, that neither ſought, 
nor ſeeks. any th your Worthineſs to be a Morive of. 
its Reign. | 


Grace, that i is 5 that is nel able to ſubdue \ 


upon 


* 
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upon God's All- performing and Wonder. working 
Grace, thro* Jeſus Chriſt; nd you ſhall fee its Power 
and Glory. Grace, will forgive alt your innumerable 
Sins, your repeated and "aggravated Provocations. 
Grace, will ſubdue your Iniquitigs, heal your Diſeaſes, 
ſupply your Wants, fulfil your Deſires, or in a Word, 
ſave you to the uttermoſt, and with infinite Delight 
will do for you more exceeding abundantly than you can.. 
aſk or think. You have now the Forgiveneſs of Sins 
thro' the Blood of Chriſt, according to the Riches of - - 
the Father's Grace; and thence you ſhall have the 
Sanctification of your Nature, and the Glorification. 
of your Perſon, to the Praiſe of the Glory of Free 
Grace, unto Ages without End! . 
And if you are to be ſaved by Crate, my Siſter, 
what can miniſter Diſcouragement to you ? What can 
make you afraid? If Grace was finite and limited, 
you might ſit down in Diſcouragement, as ſuſpeQting, 
yea, as knowing that there was not enough in it to 
reach your - manifold Miſeries, to ſupply your great 
Neceffities, and to fill, and overflow, your vaſt, your 
vaſteſt Defires. If Grace could fail, or wax weary _ 
of helping and ſaving you; you might well be afraid... 
of your potent Enemies, your Spirit might fail at the 
Combat, the Conflict that is within you. You would 
one Day periſh by the Powers of Darkneſs, and even 
now might give up the Fight, and wreſtle with em 
no more, — But O my Siſter, you have to do with, - 
the God of all Grace in Chriſt. Who tan be gracious 
in all your Neceſſities, thro' his bleeding, interceding 
Son, with Honour to all his divine Pertections. And 
who will be gracious, becauſe he will be gracious 
unto you as a Veſſel of Mercy,” whom he bad a fore pre. 
pared unto Glory. You have to d Wich the Logg, . 
fg: Ln God; merciful and grations ; ; Whoſe * 
an 
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and Grace are inßnite, bound!eſs, endleſs ! Which can 
no more fail, than the everlaſting God, the Lok p, 
the Creator of be Ends of the Earth, can wax weary?! 
You, have to do with a Covenant-engag'd Omnipo- 
tence of Grace, that is infinitely fronger than all your 
Enemies, that is invariably and invincibly reſolved 
to fave you out of their cruel Hands. That hath 
Begun your Salvation freely and powerfully, that goes 
on with it inceſſantly, and will ſoon complete it perfect- 
ly. That delights to ſave you to the uttermoſt, from the 
uttermoſt of your Fears, and to the uttermoſl of your 
Deſires, according to its exceeding Riches, to diſplay its 
infinite G/cry, and eternal Fixation upon you. | 

Be have then, as an Heir of the Grace of Life, of 
that Grace, which reigns thro' Righteouſneſs unto eter- 
mal Life, by Feſus Chriſt our Lord. Every one will 
wall in the Name of his God, and let us without Fear, 
with Faith and Joy, walk in the Name of the Lord + 
oar God, who is far above all Gods. For Stronger, 
infinitely Stronger is He that is for us, than all the 
Powers that are againſt us. In the Name of ihe Lorp 
then, my dear Siſter, ſet up your Banners; and in his 
Strength, fight valiantly againſt all his and your E- 
nemies; for you are and ſhall be more than a Congque- 
ror thro* Him that loved, that loveth you. Watch 
and oppoſe the Powers of Darkneſs, and eſpecially 
beware of an evil Heart of Unbelief, which departeth 
From the living God, From God the Saviour, and 
all his Fulneſs to ſave, where all your Joy and Life 
is ; to dwell in Sorrow and Death, by a (laviſh Fear 
of the final Prevalence of your Soul-Enemies. For 
nothing diſhonours your dear Lord Jeſus, and the 
free reigning Grace of God thro? Him, and weakens 
your own Heart and Hands, like Unbelief. The 


Lord make you Arong in Faith, and cauſe you to 
| wax 
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wax valiant in Fight, believing, hoping, waiting for 

his great Salvation! For, The eternal Gop is thy Re- 
fuge ; and underneath are the everlaſting Arms. And 
Hz Hall thruſt out the Enemy from before thee, and 


full ſay, deftroy them. Of you then, my dear Siſter, 
among the choſen and called of Gop, it may well 


be ſaid, Happy py art tbou, O Iſrael! Who is like unts 
tbee, O People ſaved by the Lox D! The Shield of thy 
Help, and who, is the Sword of thy Excellency ; and 
thine Enemies ſhall be found Liars unto thee, and thou 
ſhalt tread upon their High Places, Deut. 33. 29, — 
The Grace of Chrift be with your Spirit! In Him with 
tender Love, I am, my e dear Siſter, . 


Yours forever, 


_ * 


LETTER xI VIII. 
To Mrs. gs a 


My dear Sifter i in Chriſt, 5 1 


Thank you for your kind Letter, * bleſs this* 
Lord that my laſt was made very fwweer unto you | 
and others, and eſpecially to you, who are ſo often in 
Bitterneſs of Spirit. The Refreſhment which the 
Lord gave to your dear Soul thereby, refreſheth m 
Bowels, and makes me joyful in the God. of our Sal- 
vation.— ! rejoice, my dear Siſter, that you ſee your-* 
ſelf to be the vileſt of Sinners. An Evidence is this, 
that you are one of thoſe chief Sinners which Chriſt - 
came to ſave. It is a great Thing, for a Soul to fee'. 
itfelf to be a Sinner. To have ſuch a Sight of Sn, 
both of Heart and Ways, that ke it ay out under 


2 


[154] 
a painful Feeling of Self-wretchedneſs, Wo is me, for 
Jam undone! To have ſuch a Sight of Sin, that 
makes it die to all Hopes of Life by the Law of 
Works, that lays it under a Neceſſity, and diſpoſes the: 
Heart to ſeek Life by the Grace of the Goſpel. For, 
it is for ſuth a Sinner, for every ſuch Sinner, that the 
Saviour was and is given. God be merciful to me @ 
Sinner] was the Publican's Prayer. And our Lord 
aſſures us, that ibis Man was juſtified, Luke 18. 
„ | 
Tou fay, my dear Siſter, © I find that I am 
*. wretched, poor, blind and naked: And therefore 
* ftand in Need of ſuch a Righteouſneſs as the Lord 
* Jeſus gives to poor Sinners. Whence let me aſk 
you, Had you always ſuch a Sight of your, own 
Wretchedneſs ; or is this a Senſation of later Time ? 
If you ſay, I did not always ſee myſelf to be thus 
* wretched, poor and miſerable ; but have diſcern'd 
* my Poverty, Miſery and Wretchedneſs of late 
* Years,'—Then let me aſk you again, How came 
you by this Sight, which you had not from the Be- 
ginning? All Men, as born into this World, are 
miſerable, wretched, blind and naked; but all Men do 
not ſee themfelves to be in this deplorable Caſe; 
And thoſe that do ſee their Miſery, who, think you, 
makes them to differ from others that fee it not? Is 
it God, or themſelves? Is it God, or yourſelf, that 
hath Heron you Self-wretchedneſs, which once you 
ſaw not? I am perſuaded, that you dare not aſcribe 
this unto yourfelf, and ſay, I have made myſelf to 
differ from others, or myſelf to differ from what I 
once was.“ Then be perſuaded, that it is Gon, 
which hath given you this Sight of your Wretched- 


neſs, according to his Word, The Lok p openeth the 
Eyes of the Blind, Pl. 146. 8, You may be webgt 
A | ur'd, 


| - 
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ſar'd, that none ſee their own Darkneſs, or ſpiritual 
Blindneſs, but thoſe who are made Light ' in the 
Lord, who are made new Creatures in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Eph. 5. 8. 2 Cor, 5. 1% A Perſon is made Light: | 
in the Lord, in order to his diſcerning his own Dark- 
x#eſs, and fleeing to Chriſt for Deliverance from it. 
And among the reſt of old Things which are paſſed 
away in him who is a new Creature in Chriſt Jetus, 
this of an old, ſlighty, unaffecting Appreben/ion of 
the Sin and Miſery of a natural State, is ove. And 
further, my dear Siſter, you may be aſſur'd, that 
the Lord's Exd, in giving to any Soul a Sight of irs 
own Poverty and Wretchedneſs, is to prepare it for 
the Reception of, and to F// it with all his own 
Riches, Glory and Fulnefs, Hence our Lord lays, 
Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, Mat. 5. 3. | 
Again, my Siſter, As you ſee your Wretchedneſs, 
and conſequently, your Need of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs , 
for yox it was prepared, for you it was wrought out, 
and upon yo this glorious Robe 7s. Tho' you add, 
But I want Faith to believe, that I am one of 
* thoſe to whom it ſhall be imputed. For tho' you 
want the Faith of Intereſt in this Righteouſneſs, the 
Faith of Sudmiſſion to it is given you; and therefore, 
unto you it is imputed, It is unto and upon all them 
that believe; without Difference, Rom. 3. 22. Whe- 
ther they be Jews or Gentiles, weak or Arong in 
Faith, if they are Believers, this Righteouſneſs of 
-. Chriſt is unte and upon them all, by free and full 
. Imputation of the Father. And by Believing | here, 
we are not to underſtand principally, that Act of 
Faith in the Underſtanding, whereby a Man knows 
that this Righteouſneſs is imputed unto him; but 
chiefly, an Act of Faith in the Vill, whereby upon 
a „Lerlbak 8 diſcerning his abſolute . Neceſlity of this 
4 N W HI Þ Righ- 
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Righteouſneſs, together with the Glory and Excel- 
lency thereof, as a, rich Proviſion of God's Free 
Grace for the Salvation of loſt Sinners, the Soul by 
its Dęſires after it, ſubmits to it, and ſbrouds .itſelf 
under the Covert thereof.— The Nature of this A# of 
Faith, unto which the Imputation of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs is annexed, you may ſee by what the Apo- 
{tle tells us of the different Account which he made 
of his own Righteouſneſs, and, of God's, and of the 

Workings of his Heart towards it, ENS 
Pe dil. 3. 8. Zea doublleſs, and 1 count all Things but 
Loſs, for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Je- 
ſus my Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the Loſs of all 
Things, and do count them but Dung that I may win 
Chriſt, and be found in him, not having on mine own 
Righteouſneſs, which is of the Law, but that which 3s 
thro* the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is 
of God by Faith, Here we may obſerve, 1. That 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to Believers : 
Insa that the Apoſtle ſays, it is zbro* the Faith of 

Chriſt, and of God by Faith. 2, That the Faiih 
unto which the Imputation of this. Righteouſneſs is 
annexed, conſiſts in that Sight the Soul has of the 
Inſufficiency of its own Righteouſneſs, and the All- 
ſufficiency of Chriſt”s, in its caſting away its own Gar- 
ment, and putting on Cbriſt's: Or, in that /ow and 
mean Account it makes of its own Righteouſneſs, as 
Loſſ and Dung; and in that Bigb Account it has of 
Cbriſt' s, as moſt excellent, For the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of Chriſt ! together with its Defire, not to 
be found in its own Righteouſneſs, but in Chriſt's : 
Not baving. on my own Righteouſneſs, which is of the 
Lato, but that which is thro' the Faith of Chriſt, the 
- Kightecuſneſs which is of Cod by Faith! And tho? 
this Apoſtle certainly &zew that this W « 
W 55 Chri 
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Chriſt was imputed unto him, yet in the Account he 
gives us of the Actings of his Faith towards it as 
juſtifying, with reſpe& to his Perſon ; he expreſſeth 
the ſame by his Deſires after it, or his Submiſſion to 
it, and ſorouding his Soul under the ' Covert of it 
thereby, that I may win Chriſt, and be found in Him] 
— Thus alſo he expreſſeth himſelf, | 5 
Gal. 2. 16. Knowing that a Man is not juſtified by 
the Works of abe Law, but by the Paith of Chriſt, 
even we have believed in Fefus Chrift, that woe might 
be juſtified by the Faith of Cbriſt. Here the A of 
Faith unto Which the Imputation of Righteouſneſs is 
annexed, appears to be, not that hy which a Perſon 
believes that he is juſtified, - but that of his Submiſſion 
to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or his Defres to be 
found therein for his Fuſtification: In that the Apo- 
'ftle doth not ſay, we have believed that we are juſti- 
fied by Chriſt, but we have believed in Chriſt, that 
we might be juſtified by the Faith of Chriſt, And this 
latter Clauſe includes two Things, 1. The Imputa- 
tion of Righteouſneſs to the Per ſon: Which is Faith's 
chief End, in looking to, and Iiying hold thereon. 
And 2. The "Knowledge of its Imputation, unto 
Peace and Joy in the Conſcience, For, the Act of 
Faith, in Submiſſion to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
is appointed of God for both theſe Ends, in order to 
the Imputation of Righteouſneſs unto the 'Perſon ; 
and the Knowledge of its Imputation to the Con- 
ſcience: And theſe are the Ends which the Soul hath 
in: View, in its firſt believing on Jeſus. 

And when I fay, that God hath appointed the 
Act of Faith in Submiſſion to the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, in order to the Imputation of this Righteouſ- 
neſs: I intend not thereby, hat Imputation thereof, 
which conſiſts in the immanent At of God's Will, 
1 which 
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which is ſecret and eternal; nor that, which as a 
tranſient Ads, was paſſed upon Chriſt the Head of 
the Elect, when he was raiſed again for our Fuſtife- 
cation; whence Faith in its Principle and firſt Act, 
is given unto every Veſſel of Mercy: But I intend 
thereby, bat Imputation of Righteouſneſs, which by 
a tranſient AF of God's Will, in the Declaration 
thereof in his Word, paſſeth upon a Believer, when 
he firſt looks to Chriſt for Life, ſubmits to his Righ- 
_teouſneſs for Juſtification, or ſays, by way of Deſire 
and Dependance, in the Logp have 1 3 
For all thoſe who thus believe in Cbriſt, by the De- 
claration of Grace in the Goſpel, ſtand juſtified from all 
Things, from which they could not be juſtified by the 
Law of Moſes, 5 


And this is the Imputation of Righteouſneſs, my 
Siſter, about which you are concerned: Or, you 
want Faith to believe, that you who only ſee your 
Need of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and have your De- 
fires drawn out after it, are one of boſe to whom it 
Hall be imputed, or whether God will deal with you, © 
according to the Declaration of his Grace, in the Im- 
putation of Righteouſneſs unto Believers, But that 
you as a Believer, ſince you ſee your Need of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, and defire to be. found in it, are one of 
thoſe to whom it is imputed, 1 have endeavour'd to 

rove from the above Scriptures. And I ſhall add 

ut one more, which both proves the Imputation of 

-hriſt's Righteouſneſs unto you, and that God will 

with you according to that Impuration. For 
—_—. „ Wt 5 
Mat. 5. 6. Bleſſed are they which do Hunger and 
Thirſt after Righteonfneſs : for they ſhall be filled. — 
By Righteouſneſs in this Text, we may underſtand, 
. The perſonal Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or bis n 

EN Fu 3 
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and paſſive Obedience performed for #s, which is 
imputed to us for our Juſtification. And 2, That 
Principle of Righteouſneſs, which contains in it 
every Grace, with the Increaſe of it here, and the 
Perfection thereof hereafter, which being imparted 
from Chrift unto Believers, is and ſhall be inherent. 
in them, for their San#ification. And after Righ- 
teouſneſs in both Reſpects, my Siſter, in the latter 
Part of your Letter, you thus expreſs your Hunger 
and Thirſt: I want to know that Cbriſt was made 
Sin for me, who knew no Sin, that I might "be made 
the Righteouſneſs of God in him. O this is the 
6. bleſſed News that I want, while the Lord imputeth 
* Righteouſneſs without Works]! And further, O 
© that the Lord would work powerfully on my Soul, 
to renew and fan#Fify me throughout ' —Of thoſe 
then, who thus Hunger and Thirft after Righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſo of you in, particular, hark what the Sa- 
viour ſays: "Bleſſed are they ! — Now obſerve, there 
are none Zleſſed, but thoſe to whom the Righteoul- 
nefs of Chriſt is imputed. All others are under the 
Curſe. But, Bleſſed is the Man unto whom the Lord 
imputeth Righteouſneſs without Works ! And as our 
Lord pronounceth thoſe bleſſed, who Hunger and 
Thirſt after Righteouſneſs; two Things are evident 
from hence, 1. That all ſuch longing Souls, that 
earneſtly deſire Chriſt's Righteouſnefs, are Believers ;, 
they have the Faith of Submiſſion thereto, if not the 
Faith of Interęſt therein given them: For none are 
Bleſſed with faithful Abraham, but thoſe that are of 
Faith. And 2. That unto all thoſe who Hunger 
and Thirſt after the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, it is 
imputed: Since none are bleſſed, unto whom this 
Righteouſneſs is not imputed, — Again, T hoſe that 
Hunger and Thirſt after Righteouſneſs inherent, are 
. hand a 


* 
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bleſſed, in that the good Work of God is begun in 
their Souls: Whence their Defires after Holineſs pro- 
ceed, For, bleſſed is the Man, who in the Gift of 
the. new Nature, hath ſuch a Spirit in which is ng 
| Guile ! That, hates all Iniquity, and deſires, all Pu- 

ty, or Likeneſs to God, and Uprightneſs before 

l him, both in Heart and Ways. — The next Thing 
| abſervable in this Text, is, That exceeding great 
|| and precious Promiſe which our Lord makes to theſe 
bleſſed Perſons ; by. which he ſets forth the Bleſſings 

which are provided for, and ſhall be beſtowed, on 


them, as a rich Feaſt, to delight and fatiate their 
huogry, thirſty Souls: For they ſhall be filled! 
W then, my dear Siſter, Tho' you want Faith. 
| to believe, that, you are one of thoſe to whom * 
|| Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſhall be imputed; yet as you 
1 ſee your Need of it, and Hunger. aud Thirſt after it, 
it is evident from this Text, that you have the 

Faith of Submiſſion to it, tho“ act. the Faith of In- 
tereſt in it given you, that you are a' Believer ; that 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is and ſhall be imputed 
unto you ; and that God will deal with you, accord- 
ing to that Imputation. You are bleſſed! And you 
ſhall be filled! And what can you want, or deſire 
more? O conſider, it is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Him- 
ſelf, the faithful and true Witneſs, that pronounceth 
you peed and gives his Word for it, that you ſhall 
be filled. It is Thee, Thee in particular, thou poor 
and needy, bungry and thirſty, trembling and Eo 
ful-hearted Soul, that the Prince of Peace ſpeaks of. 
It is Thee, notwithſtanding all thy Sins and Wants, 
and Doubts, that he aſſures of an Intereſt in his 
Righteouſneſs, and that all the bleſſed Fruits of it 
ſhall be enjoyed by thee. Liſten, O thou poor 
broken-hearted Sinner, to the ſweet healing War 
N 
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of God thy Saviour: He ſays, Thou art bleſſed! 
What, Bar the Curſe, when Jeſus ſays, Thou art 
bleſſed ! No, let unbelieving Fears vaniſh ; Lay the 
Ear of Faith, to the anointed Saviour's Voice. The 
Spirit of the Logp is upon Him, becauſe the Loxy 
- bath anointed Him to preach the Goſpel unto Thee. 
The. Father ſent his Son with this Meſſage, to preach 
glad Tidings unto Thee. And as really, and as par- 
ticularly unto T hee, as if there was never another in 
tby Caſe, in the World _ beſide. O receive the glad 
Tidings !, Rejoice in the Jubilee Sound. It is to Thee, 
the Lear of the Lord's Releaſe. Thy Surety hath 
bore thy Sins, in, his own Body on Ge Tree; He 
hath pad thy Debts, and falkilled all Righteouſneſs 
for Thee. Tl ae Work is done ; - Sin 1s finiſkt, the 
Curſe is ne, Wrath is removed, all is done, and 
done for gone | Jeſus hath reconciled thee to God in 
the Body of his Fleſh thro* Death ; and is enter'd 
into Heaven itſelf with his own Blood, for Thee. 
And there He ever liveth to make Interceſſion for 
thee, to ſave thee to the uttermoit, to bring thee up 
to be forever with Him, to behold his Glory. Come, 
dear, Soul, the Sacrifice is offered, the Lamb is ſlain, 
God | is reconciled, and become the God .of Peace 
unto Thee, He forgives all thy Sins, and impures 
the Righteouſneſs of his Son to Thee, Thou' art 

bleſſed, yea, and he ſays, Thou ſpall be bleſſed. 
O come to thy Inheritance; poſſeſs it by Faith; 
| God: in Chriſt, is thine, forever thine! The Goſt el 
calls thee, Come in, thou bleſſed of the Loxy! The 
Heart and Arms of Chriſt, and of God thy Father, 
are open to receive thee, and welcome tber into 
their 19 Embraces, with a come in thou blejſed 
lt ibe And lo, God thy, Comforter calls 
Foes. 05 - thou bleſſed 7 the Lox p! O ſtand not 


without, 
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without, my dear Siſter, ſtarving with Hunger, and ap- 
prehended Nakednefs, when there are ſuch rich Provi- 
ſions of a royal Robe, and royal Dainties provided. 
for you, to be put upon, and given 10 you in your 

Father's Houſe; and your coming in, to partake of 
all freely, is and will be the Joy of Father, Son and 
Spirit, and of Saints and Angels, thro' Time and to 
Eternity ! Believe. it, my dear Siſter, the God of 


Love, as at a royal Banquet, and drink of royal 
Wine in Abundance, according to the State of the 
 Lorp and King of Glory.— Again, As you are bleſ- 
ſed with the Gift of the new Nature, ſo likewiſe you 
| ſhall be filled with the Communication of imparted 
Righteouſneſs, With the Knowledge of the good 
Work of God begun in your Soul; and with rich 
Increaſes of all Grace, until Grace in the Bud, is 
ripr ed into the open Flower. You ſhall ſee your- - 
ſelf to be as completely righteous in Chriſt, unto 
 Fuſtification, as you would be. And from Him'ſhall 
be mace as perſonally holy throughout, as you now 
defire to be.—Once more, As bleſſed in both Re- 
ſpects, you ſhall' be filled with the beatitick Viſion 
and eternal Fruition of the Glory of God in Chriſt. 
You ſhall forever bebold his Face in Righteouſneſs, 
and be ſatisfied when you dwake with *bis*Likentſs. 
g — 
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Holy and without Blame, in Chriſt and thro' Him, 
you ſhall ſtand before God in Love, before- the Pre- 
fence of the Father's Glory, and be filled with that 


Fulneſs of Joy, and drink of, yea, be caſt into thoſe 
Rivers of Pleaſures, which are at his Right Hand fer 


evermore |! — Wherefore, my dear Siſter, as bleſſed, 
wait to be filled. Wait by the Spirit, for the Hope 
of Righteouſneſs by Faith, for the bleſſed Fruit of 
Righteouſneſs, which awaits you here in Grace, and 
| hereafter in Glory. — Now the God of Hope fill you 
with all Foy and Peace in Believing ! So prays, my 
dear — 
Yours moſt tenderly in the 


Bo wels 0 * Jeſus Grit. 


, 
— — — — — 
— — — 


LET FER -ALIA. 
To Mrs. K 8 


22 dear Siſter in Cbrift, 


Sympathize with you in your preſent Dittres, be 
| of good Cheer, all is well. We are bid to court 
it all Foy, when we fall into divers Temptations, 
James 1. 2. When we fall into Afiiftions unexpect- 
edly and ſuddenly, as a Perſon that's walking, falk 
eth unibought of, &er he is aware. And when we 
thus fall into divers Afflictions, all at once, as when 
Perſons fall into divers Dangers | together. And 
doubtleſs one Reaſon why we are to count ſuch a 
Fall into Affliction, Foy, is, becauſe everlaſting Arms 
are then underneath us, to ſecure us from Harm, 
when in the Midſt. of Danger. Again, we may 
XS . | count 
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count ſuch E Fall into Affliction, oy, becauſe God's ; 
Deſign thereby, is to raiſe us ele 5 our Falls into 
Treuble, being over ruled for our Good, 3 
and eternal, to increaſe us in Grace here, fry to- 
. Pare us for greater Glory hereafter, And when we 
fall into divers Afflictions together, we are to count 
it all Joy; becauſe all Bliſs is to be brought unto us 
by all Trouble. When we are troubled oh every Side, 
then there's Room for the Exerciſe of every Grace, 
which ſhall be crown'd with every Kind of Glory. 
Hence the Apoſtle adds to this Exhortation, to count 
it all Joy when we fall into divers Afffictions, which 
are here ſtiled Tempiations, in that they are Trials to 
us, Knowing this, that the Trying of your Faith work- 
eth Patience, Ver. 3. As if he ſhould ſay, * Tour 
© Graces. are to be increaſed by your Trials; and 
therefore count them all Joy.“ But (ſays he, in 
order to reaping the ſpecial Advantage of your 
Trials) let Patience have ber perfect Mort, that ye 
may be perfet? and entire, wanting nothing, Ver. 4. 
Not the Exercife of any Grace, under your every 
Trial : Which ſhall be found unto Praiſe, and Honour, 
and Glory at the Appearing of Feſus Chriſt. And if for 
the Exerciſe of all Patience, under all Trials, we /ack 
ʒ iſdom, he bids us aſk it of God, who giveth liberally, 
5 and upbraideth not. 
© Indeed my dear Siſter, the Hand of the Lord 
bath near] 2 2} you, in the Removal of your 
dear Lok Jello, by Death, in his ſudden Remove, 
and with reſpect to the Danger of that Affliction 
Where KK was FOOTE as to yourſelf and Chil- 
dren. 
of his Hand, er that be a Cordial to kee you frown 
"Mee fainting. The Lord hath loved this AMiction, theſe 


EF Wk; 


| | AMictions unto you, "to love: Fou nearer” to Him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf thereby. You have indeed loſt your Boſom- 
Friend, your earthly Huſband by Death. But your 
beſt F Ky your Maker, your Huſband liveib; He 
ever liveth; and betauſe be lives, you ſhall live alſo. 
Jeſus your Brother, born for this your Adverſity, will 
be with you in it, do you Good by it, and redeem 
you out of it. Your Maker, will "be your Huſband, 
now a Widow; and the Father of your Children, 
now they are Fatherleſs. Wherefore, caſt all your 
Care upon the Lord, for He careth for you; and "will 
never, never leave yon, nor forſake you. 

As to your dear deceaſed Relative, you have no 
Reaſon to mourn for him, as one without Hope, Our 
Loſs is his Gain, He is now with Chriſt, which is 
far better. He is taken from the Evil to come, is 
entered into Peace, refts in bis Bed, and walks in 
Chriſt's Uprightneſs. And ſoon, them that Sleep in 
Feſus, God will bring with bi, to live and reign 
with Chriſt, in Joy and Glory, ineffable and eternal. 

And as to us that are left behind, let us remember 
that we are Pilgrims, haſting apace to the heavenly 
Country. To that bleſſed Land, whither Feſus ibe 
Forerunner is for us entered; where the general A. 
ſembly of perfect Saints and holy Angels are gather- 
ed: To ſee the Glories, and ſhout the Praiſes of 
God and the Lamb forever. Soon our Lord's 

Prayer, That we may be with bim where he is, 10 
behold bis Glory; will fetch us alſo Home. Our 
Friends that are gone befote us, wait our Arrival, 
and will welcome us to the Realms of Bliſs. Our 
Friends in Chriſt left behind us, will ſoon follow, 
and the whole Number of God's Elect, from the 
four Winds of Heaven, gather'd unto Chriſt, and 
to each other, in perfect Love, Light, Joy and 
un. ſhall together live a left Eternity! And 


then, 


[ 166 ] 1 
then, the fermer Things being paſſed away, farewel 
Trials forever ! No Sorrow, nor Crying, nor Pain, nor 
Death, ſhall attend us in that World of Joy and 
Life, unto which we go. God ſball wipe all Tears 
from our Eyes; we ſhall ſee his Face, bis Name ſhall 
be in our Foreheads, and bis Servants ſhall ſerve him. 
While the Tree of Life, with its twelve Manner of 
Fruits, and the pure River of Water of Life, clear as 
Cryſtal, delight us and ſupply us, with Blifs unknown, 
unto Ages without End! 

And fear not, my dear Siſter, your poſſeſſing of 
the Land of Promiſe, ſince Feſus is the Way to it, 
the Way by which poor Sinners come to God as a 
Father. They are all Heirs of Promiſe, that have 
fled for Refuge to lay bold on Chriſt, as the Hope ſet. 
before them, And unto Him, my Siſter, you have 
fied for Refuge, from your apprehended Danger of 
the Wrath to come, and for all that Salvation which 
is in Chriſt, with eternal Glory. And whenever 

you are afraid, flee, and flee again, as a periſhing 

Sinner, into the open Arms of the mighty Saviour. 
Run by Faith afreſh into the Name of the Loxp, as 
your ſtrong Tower; and there you will be forever 
ſafe. And being entred into Chriſt, as an Iubabi- 
tant of the Rock, ſing. Believing, rejoice with Foy 
unſpeakable and full of Glory. Your Rock, your - 
Refuge, will not fail you. The Munition of Rocks 
{the ſtrong Combinations of Father, Son and Spirit) 
Shall be thy Defence, Bread ſhall be given thee, and 
thy Water fhall be ſure. Wherefore, Truſt in the 
J. oRD forever; for in the Lox D Jebovab (for thee) 
there is everlaſting Strength, Strength of Salvation 
ſhall- compaſs that Soul about, that flees as .a poor 
Sinner, to the merciful Saviour. 

And as. to yagi perſonal. Dangers 2 that Aﬀtiaion 

whic 
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| lich was the Menns of your dear Huſband's Death, 


the Lord is able to preſerve you from it, if it be his 
dear Will. And if he ſhould lay his afflicting Hand 
upon you, He can deliver you from the Gates of 
Death. But if he ſhould call you alſo, Home to Him- 
felf, your Happineſs will be the greater. The worſt 
you can ſuppoſe, for you will be beſt of all. If the 


Lord calls you to walt thro* the Valley of the Shadow 
of Death, Jeſus, your Life, will be with you there, 


and you need fear no Evil. You'll ſoon be ſtript of 
mortal, * finful Flefh, and clad with the Robes 2] im- 
mortal Glory. And as to your poor Babes, if yore 
alſo are taken from them, leave your Orphans with 
the Father of the Fatherleſs : He will preſerve them 
alive, Caſt' them upon Cbriſt's Care; and when 
their Father and their Mother 

Loxp will tate them up 
upon the Lox D, and He ſhall ſuſtain thee. — Into the 


am, 
Yours in Him forever, 


— 
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LETTER -L. 
To Mr. K——)y. 


My dear Brother in the Lerd, 

Thank you for yours, and the Account you gave 
me, that the Lord made my laſt Letter, and 
Book, fiveet to your Soul, and an Encouragement to 


your Faith and Hope: for which I bleſs his Name. 
= —PBeheve it, Brother, when the Holy Gholt cemforts 


Uf, 


forſake them, ibe 
Thus, caſt all thy Burdens 


Arms of Jeſus I commit you; and with tender Love, 


——— 


Interet, When the ! 
Unto Joy, Peace an 
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46, He ſhews. vs seas they are. He takes hf. 
the: Things of e Färber; and of *Chrift, and fers 
them. u "us. Of the- "Love- of the: Father, and:.of: 
the Grice of hriſt, and ſhews them to us in their 
Brightneſs and Glory, perſuades us of our Intereſt 
therein, and gives us Communion with God in 
Love; or draws out our Heatts into Love to God, 
id Him who firſt: loved us, into. Joy in him, Praiſe: 
ro him, and a holy, filial Fear of him. And as it! 
was thus with — 1 at the Time you mentlon; your 


tlien ſaw that aſtinguilkivg Love of God, in hien 


you are eternally intereſted. That ſweet Glanee you 
then had of it by Faith, was the Firſt - Fruit of that 
bleſt and wieda Viſion thereof, which awaits 
o. And”; chat quiekning Operation of- Divine 
bve; which yo felt, mt chef ſweet Moments, was nt 
Earneſt of that Life of Love, unto Joy and Praiſe, 
perfect and eternal, which is refered for Jou in 
Heaven. *Thus*by the Grapes of Canaan brought 
you in the Wilgernefs,” you may know that the Land: 
of Promiſe unto which you are going, is ati: exceed-: 
mg good La aud. — And "tho? Satan and Unbelief, 
: Todd, robb'> ) you of 5 your Comfort; yet they bare 
robbed, they cannot rob you of the Ground of your 
Confolation'; ; © that is everlaſting. The Love of 
God towards you in Chriſt, doth not change, with 
for Ap . of it. — And as to the Enemy's 
abe eſtion, * That your joyfut Perſuaſion of Intereſt, 
* on lf * Pbere is no Soul that deres to 

be ard alone by the Fret Grace of God," through. bs 
the Blood ank ghteouſpeſs of- Chriſt, but is 27. 


terified in the Love of God, and in the. Grace of gut 


Lord eſus Chtiſt. And therefore, * its Per/unſfion' of 
ly Ghoſt-cor mifots the Heart, 
Tate Becker W nér- Seti be 
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R 
a Delx fan. And you tell me your Grief, 
That you are nom in a drad, lifeleſs Frame: Yer 
rejoice in this, that becauſe Chriſt lives, you ſhall live 
@iſo, Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again, He ſays, 
| rejoice, You have always Cauſe. of Joy in Him, 
tho not in yourſelf. Your Rovt-Life always abides, 
when your Branch-Life, for a Time decays. And 
therefore, after Autumn, and Winter-ſtripping, Sea- 
ſons,. you ſhall have Spring Times, in which filled 
with freſh Life, you ſhall be clad with a new Green- 
nek and Glory.—As to your being Ready to doubt, 
« if you ever came aright to Chriſt :: When it's thus 
with you, ſtand not to diſpute it with Satan and Un- 
belief, but inſtantly attempt your Duty, to believe 
afrefh, toi: come as a periſhing Sinner, to the open 
Arms of the glorious Sayiour. For if you never 
came Sefore, you are invited zow.- Now, even at 
this Inſtant, the Voice of. Jeſus is, Come unto Mx, 
all r iat labour, und are bravy laden; and I will 
rive you Refs, Come therefore at the Invitation, for 
the promis d Salvation, for all that Grace and Glory, 
your Soul doth want or deſire. And being come, 
take your Lord at his Word, That He will in no wiſe 
caft you out, And hold faft this your Confidence, 
which hath great Recompenſe of Reward, whatever 
Satan and Unbehef fuggeſt to the contrary.—And 
- as to the Objections you are apt to make, If I was 
* a Child of God, ſurely it would not be thus and 
thus with me: My Corruptions would be more 
mortiſiod, and my Soul more active and zealous 
for God, Sc. Conſider, It is by litilt and litile, 
that the Lord will driue out Sin from before you, 
until by Degrees you are increaſed to inherit that 
Promiſe. of perfect Life and Love, for which as a 
miſerable Sinner, you came to os merciful Sayiour.— 
** | | ah As 
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As te: your-Doubt,. If you have truly ſeen. Your 
| *\ Milſery.:; as Qu: prize no more the Remedy: 
| Chtiſt is. „of Senſhly, prized, when the Soul. benni 
| bis:Gtory,; and 1 4s Interet in him. And the 
| Depths of Miſery are beſt view'd, when the, Soul 
| lers itſelf exalted,” by the Heights of Mercy. And 
| as to your Affliclion, of .* fituhg dead ap: lifeleſs, 
| under a powerful Miniſtry, 4 crying out, While 
*:others. are hleſt with the Gales of the Holy Spot, 


8 Hach God forgotten to be gracioys ? Will He. be 
© fayourablte unto me no more? Since you are ſer- 
ſible, of the VMant of God's. quickning Preſence note, 
it is an Evidence. that you once enjoy d it. And 
ſince you ry out after it, the Lond will Bear your 
Prayer, he will fulfl your. mec and you ſhall cn -is 
Power, und bit Bla, as, yau-have. ſeen; Ham 4 dh 
Sand uary.— O. don't. conclude, That the Lord 
© hath.- 3 you.“ It He withdrams for » while, 
He will e Hou again, and your Heart ſhall: rejoice, 
and your Foy ball. no. Man: take. from you. Your 
Jeſus loves. vou freely, greatly, unchangeably. and 
eternally,.. He that ud and ay d. for you, when 
ungod y, lovid and .reconcil'd. you, when an Enemy, 
He will not ceaſe to love you becauſe of that;Ungog- 
Tineſs,, and remaining Eumity which ſtill abides in 
your corrupt Nature. No. He conſiders your Sins, 
as your Miferies, and will ſave you from them: io 
the Infinity, of, his Mercy. Come therefore, come 
Bold. 4% the. Throne of Grace, 10 Find, Mercy. and Grace 
ze. belp in Time. of Need. For it is no Preſumption, 
a5 Is. fu Aan de, you, for a prrifileg Sinner that 
comes. Dy FA Ke 1  carnelt] ly: to ſeet, and 
1 his, Me 5 and arg thro! Him. SIRCE God 
25 
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re between Cod and Stumtrs, even every poor Sir» 
ner that Believetbh in Jeſus.? Chriſt the air Lamb, 
18 „er forth,” or hoden forth" by God in the Goſpel, 
as? the rich Proviſion of his © infinite Wiſdom and 


Grace; for the Salvation of loſt Sinners; and Sinners 


, 


rdefmirely are called unto Faitb in Him. To lay 
Bola on the crucified Saviour, for. all Salvation, from 
a Sin and Miſery, unto 4 Holinefs' and Glory, 
every ohe for bimſelf. God the Father calls poor Sin- 
Hers to come to Rim for Peace, thro? his bleeding 
Son. And in ſetting Him forth as he Peace, thro" 
Fab in bis Blood, Hie aſſures every poor Sinner, 
that ventures the Whole of its Salvation on the Me- 
rit-of Chtiſt's Blood, beſeving his infinite All- ſuffi- 
cency to ſave; that it all be ſuved by bim to ibe ut- 
rm; and wills the Soul to believe What He bath 
deelar d, chat Gad is at Peact (with it thtö' Cbriſt. 
And wherever God is the God of Peace unto any 
Soul, He is and will be to that Soub the God of all 
Grace, unto all Glory, No Preſumption then, but a 
Chrift-exalting, and a God-honouring Faith, it is in 
that Soul, to expe Grace and Mercy, from the God 
of its Salvation.—I am glad my dear Brother, that 
0 ſeek for Grace and Mercy, you are ſtill reſo/ved, 
us being fully perſuaded of Chriſt's Ability to ſave. 
And why ſhould you doubt his Willingneſs ? You 
cannot do this without Diſhonour to the Saviour's 
m N i word ors J n = 
ing full of Compaſſion, forgive this your: H, and 
calls you to 3eſieve RT owe . Tf-you 
can't dome to him in the Faith of his Wiſlingneſs, 
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come in the Faith of bis Ability: He wilt' not {end 
ou away emp, bi fay unto you, zs 40 choke bind 
Nen that came to Him, whom he alked, ' Believe ye 
but an able Jo do tb? who anſwer'd him, yea, 
en Y 2 Lord: 
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d tog at poor Leger 'who nile 
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I . Welfare A, your. precious. and that tat 
pies you. {oe ſome Hepes of finding Mereyz and 
that when abſent from the Body, you ſhall he pre/ou 
'with the Lord; tho' Fears as to your State, do aften 
attend you, 0 dear Madam, do you ſee We to 
be a Sinner, both by Nature and Practice, that you 

18 tterly undone, without an Intęreſt in the Saviaur? 
Is Sin, in its Power and Being, as well as in ita Guilt, 
ur Burden; ? 15 Chriſt, and his Salvation, in all its 
bt deſirable to you? If the Lord ſbould ſay to 
du, "as to. Salomon, % now hat I ſhall- give ce: 
hat would you 5 Way' Youudehre: Chr ita. a- 


doe all Things, Chry hh precip a, evary 
W Haas Thing 
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1 17 4 
elle, for your Pert Wend chi, 
22. be do e sfyg 
tion? And axithout x the Crit of. God, if you had all 
| Thivgs in the World,” can't your. Sout be Ati d? 
If: %, for 304, the Savic is provided, your -Defire 
ſhall be 1 . FO r hakin . 155 
dear Eriend, God's alyation,-thro' | "Chit 
for Simners,, the very Chief, and from d Lege 
to the Top Stone, is a/{ Orale Of hee, va 
. changeable 2 eternal Grate! And Signgrs, cha 
the moſt unworthy apd needy, are ative t teme, and 
receive all-freely, miſaat Money, and without Price | 
- Come, come boldly ta the Theand of Grace, ta. find Mew: 
g: and Grace ta belp in Time of Need, E N aH 
on fitrpoſe 7 ke it is ſprinkled with the Lamb's 
Blood, that N Juſtice: mighꝭ net appoſe, but be 
glorify'd i Flows ef Grace to Sonem. Come 
dear "the Blaog of Cheig makes Reom for thee, 
into all the Grace of the Father. Came, and wa 
come, you ſhall not be ſent_amyptiy away: I fa 
was of Yorks, you might fear, yoy might even de- 
ſpair, for you wou'd never obtam it. But Salvation 
by Grace; © for thoſe that have nothing, and can 
de nothing at all to deſerve it. O ſtay not in 
your ſeen, felt, feared periſbing Condition, Shen you 
axe called to recciue a Saluaton, that is af of Gare! 
O ſtretch out the Hand of Faith, to receive  Chrift, 
and eternal Life in Him, as held forth to vou, by the 
ſweet. Invitations, and precious Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel. Only receive the Saviour provide, proclaim d, 
exhibited for your Acceptance, an en Bos for 
ever ! Are you ering ro receive Chniſt ? Lou gy 
- have him; God the Father, ußd his dear San. Jeſus, 
OG gy you. to accept of him. O ſtay not 
a Mo- 
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longer; 70 believe, acce t, re e 
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E 0 Von e The ice at: 
* thro” Rightevuyeſs, to your etthial EN, N 
byiR” owr © Lotd. © Ori at Cauſe "of * 
2 hich attend Souls in hr firſt Acts of Faith, 

„ and Coming to Chrift for Lafe, is This: 
Are Undcquaittedneſs ith the” Grearneſs; te 
Freedom, the Power of Grace. II God will fave 
Sitinets by Grace, even every one that comes to Filth 
Salvation, by Feſus Chrift, What Room is ere 
r the gr 
ture td 


Sintter as God? And howyr car muft the Sal, of 
that Sul be, from hüt Depths of Diſtteſs d wh 


ghits of Bjils, mu tlie Soulf be 72 2.0 Uher 
therei and chefeby I 4 fla 

Glory, as the God of all Grace Hat a/ Grace by: 
earl AN utito*all* Salvation and TJoy. 
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his infinite 
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muy Hulbond ſailed for vas. in. all bi- 
iry founder'd at. Sea.. ws Stroke, Madam, is ie 
= hy that it was almoſt Fa to a Lend 1 ever 7 65 | 
N But, Glory to N "a 

th been and is made perfe! a Tick | 
cious Cordials have. been given me. when oP, 
faint, and mighty Supports when ready tu ſink. My 
weak, willing Spinit, 00g. to. glorify God my Fa- 
BY: and 1 RD my Redeemer upcer this Hoſp 
rjal, by vmble Submiſſion, patient Endi and 
wow , Va N Eg nce. oe. ſurely x the k x 
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1 1 as REY | 
yery grieving and in it 


ſtances; but Good . 4 [5 ay 40 1 
and tried: As this Affliction. lows from, is e 
by, and ſhall end in the Diſplay of infinite Good 
neſs to me. This very Providence the Lord tells me, 
is towards nie, Goodneſs. And, what I know not now, 
I ſhall know hereafter. I ſhall ſhortly ſee with the 
Vail caſt off, all the Myſteries of Providence. opened, 
in all its Windings and Turnings, - and eroſs Appear-· 
ances, in a conſiſtent Light and Glory, with the ex- 
ceeding great and. precious Fromiſes, as having been 
all ſubſervient to their Fulfilment in my Salvation 
and Bliſs, even when they ſeem'd to thwart their 
Accompliſhment, and _ my Expectation and De- 
ſire. And till Sight comes, it is good to live 


b 
Faith, : dead. caſting ſuch)'a Diſtonair upon 1 
dar & Nad, by. ovet:much Heaviveſs for: tlie I. 
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rind 1 am ide, "of 
1 pear . that was dar, 
1 to Brea but God hath given me Ari, 
in whom el!" Falneſ5 def, never to al him-from 
me. I am in ideen; yet Glory unto God in 
the Higheſt, I am nat 2 Widow, My Mater, is ry 
Hela, and my Redeemer, the Lok D of Haſts NN 
"Name. Creatures dir; bac "Jwvus ves : Lives as my 
Huſband, in All the Kindneſs and Care, the Tetider- 
cel and Faithfulnefs, of chat near and dear Relation ; 
ard will e the ſache in 4 fuperlative ind Tanten 
dent Manner, far xboye the itmbit that cam be 
pected df found in ttt beft of Creatures. Tea, 
zu Hves, as Aan in Soul, in Body, in Grave, 2 
Glory, thro”. and to Eternity. I have loftthe 
- Shadow, but 1 have the Sahfante, the Stream, but I 
have the Foxntaln, the itmmtiſe Oram of all my 
Bliſs. And, O for Grat, to lelude under this frown- 
ing, emptying. Providence, 28 1 Soul tins fal- 
fd. with. Favour, . W the Bua of he 
Lozv.. 
| You fee, Madam, bow Procarious ani Uerthain 
all Things here are; live de the Creatures, while 
you have them. Let Chrift be the Ark uf your 
Enjoyment, iu them; and then, when they fail, and 
your m Heart and Fleſn too, Chrift will be your 
ALL in Himſelf, the Strength of your Hears, and your 
Portion forever : An Ax of Bhſs and Glory, incffa- 
ble and eternal! Value your own Lord Jeſus; Let his 
Price (his Worth in your Eſteem) ofa above Rus 
bies, and all Creatures and Things, able * 4 
e _ - mal 
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1 E vf good Comfort ; "all is t Fon have ſeen : 
your own Nothingne/ſs, and the Filthineſs of your 
beſt \Righteouſneſs ; ad I cruſt, have ſeen the 1 All 
Sufficieney of. Crit, and the Perfection of his Righ- 
teouſneſs. Whence, as a miſerable, helpleſs Sinner 

in yourſelf, you have been drawn to come to the 
great Savidur, 2 raed God thro Him, with a 
Lord, fave me, or 1 % and a* God be merciful 
, unto me 4 Sinner |. He that is the faitþful aid. 
true Witneſs; ded cannot lie deceive, chang 
,or:repent, hath ſaid, And Him tht cometh: unto 
Iwill in uo cviſe caſt aut. In 10 wiſe, in 0 Caſe, 757 
no Thing, either in br done by that Soul that com- 
etk unto Chriſt for Life, will He caſt is out, or atoay 
from his infinite Favour, from his ſaving, Love, into 
endless Death. No; Ie is faithful unto Go WhO 
appomted bim to ſave Sinners, and all thoſe Rar come 
for atl Salvation, He will ſave unto the uttermoſt, from 
all Miſery, unto all Glory. His Faithfulneſs to God, 
his Love to Sinners, engage him to fave all that 
come, even to the laſt and worſt Soul, and the very 

_ <vorft Laſe in which it can appear before him. It is 
7nþofþbie thut a Soul ſhould "periſh, that comes to 
(Hi hr Life, It is as impoluble, as that GOD 
ſhould: lie, that the Rork of Ages ſhould fink, that in- 
finite and eternal Grace and Mercy, Truth and Faith - 
| fuineſs ſhould Jail. Do but come; and you are happy 
forevtr. © Put your Caſe into Cbrift Hand; it muſt 
wee end 4 Truſt ydur Seu in the "Hands of 


? J Esus; 
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(179 ] | 
Tesvs; and fearleſs, believe, that you ſhall never pe- 
riſh, but have eternal Life: For, Hath He ſaid, (I 
will in no wiſe caſt out: and ' ſhall He not do il? or 
hath Hz ſpoken, and fhall he wot make it good? Will 
He not receive you to the Glory of God? Yes, verily. 
12 arti his own ſolemn Aﬀoveratich. Verity verily 
unte you, He that beligveth on, Me, (or com 
„ Which. is the ſame) hath, everlaſting Life, Jaþi 
He bath it not, in the. Right, or Promiſes 
tof it, He bath it in the very Beginning of it⸗ 
in. His on Soul. 6 wy he bath it, i. e. He Hall 
have: the full Poſſeſſion. of that Life, unto” which he. 
hath now a Right, and the Perfection of that Glory; 
which is now begup in Grace, — And doth Cari Jay, 
you. have eternal Life: Who ſhall gainſay it? WE 
ſhall. make aul! and void the All-gracious, Alkpro-: 
dueing, unchanging Mord of the — 1 AML 
Shall Satan do it? No; He is a Liar, and was fo from 
the Beginning. Shall Sin do it? No; T, bouſauds af 
inbred Corruptions. and horrid Provocations, all 
manner of inward Oppoſition and perſonal Unwor-. 
chineſs, (hall Fall before the omnipotent Grace, of the 
Saviour's Ald ghty Word. Shall che: }#/orld do it? 
No; Chriſt hath overcome it, for the Soul that cometh 
to, "that believeth on Him; and none, no Sin, no 
Devil, no Man, no Thing, paſt, preſent, or to come, 
is able, or ſhall ever pluck that Soul, out of Ghrift's, 
or out of the Father's Hands,” that comes ſor all Sal- 
vation, as à miſerable Sinner, unto Ixs vs, the only, 
the great Saviour, He gives, he will give, freely, 
fully and irreverſibly, eternal Life unto that Soul, and 
it mall never pit uh whoever, or whatever fays to 
the contrary. The Enemies of that Soul, ſhall be 
found Liang, and it ſhall read upon their High Nlaces. 
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, to 1 eternal Sal- 


er He N vou call bein 
of y , will anſwer to its 
Fare A0 6487 1 its ons A to yau 12 and end- 
Yeſs oy. For, N boſor ver AL call -on the Name of 
e Lon, of Jehovah, merciful, and gracious, card 
Jeſus Min, Hall be ſaved. | 
gr fey ee not 557 my dear Siſter, come, and come 
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weh cone and nd we to the Throne 


5 Wain ED 8 'to Poo Grace 10 belp 
20 Tim? F Ne ? Ahd will yo# not God's Honour, 
for Het emy's Confuſion,” an t your. own Joy, 


Believe that ĩt al Be, as Cod 5, 
That you Rall be ſaved in the 
_ laſting Salyntion, and ſhall not 2 
funded, Wurld without End? You cannot doubt it, 
3 bout Jking God a Liar, who hath witneſſed the 
155 in his Word,” and unto your Heart. Remem- 
what the Lord faid unto you, when juſt ready to 
"Pte Wat Fear, that the whole of your Experienee 
* dotfüng Javing, and that you had no ſpecial In- 
5 r in "the Saviupe :. For He that then Fear 
, 1 5, for F'am with thee : be not difnayed, far 1 
mt wy Eg Did 'detlare the Thing as it᷑ is, of ſhew'd 
. 
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en in his Word? 
RD With an ever - 
aſhamed Nor ton · 


ED "which'is and will be an eternal Truth. And 
u ſobn loſt that fweet Per fafion thereof which 
975 TOs Moments of Application; you have not 
o cannot Tofe your Intere®; our- ſpecial In- 
ih that Cod, who then witneſfed che ſame to 


Jour 


[ 186] © 
your Heart. - As a Believer. in-Chriſt,;tha/ Promiſe, 
and 4% the Promiſes art eternally yours. And you 
need not fear, when any, Promiſe is a d. for. your. 
Comfort in am Time of Need, 4, the Grace of it, 

ſhould not extend unto other Seaſons. . For as; che 


Promiſe is an ęternal J, and Amen, it is always a 


full Breaſt, where you may ſuck and be ſatisfied, It 


is but turning the Mouth of Faith, to. the Breaſt of 
the Promiſe, in your eue , and thenee yen 
may draw a full Supply, and can never ink the Grace 
of the Promiſe, one Hair's Breadtb. Becauſe the God 
of the Promiſe, is in every Premiſe, an Infinity of 
Grace, in every Word of Grace. The Promiſe, as a 
2 = in Gon, Gaby che Ocean of 
HS „ far ,YQUr | ply, 
Time of Need. An al] the of. Kb ex · 
tendeg to, and flow out 1 — you, as the Lord your 


op God, in his inkigite iſdam ſees beſt, and as in 


8 bo 
. — back not been 3 an for your 


full Conſolation. That Promiſe, even that, is your 
Promiſe; and caſt yourſelf upon the Grace of it, and 
go on to plead it, and you ſhall find the Strengrb.of 
Cbriſt. made 2 in your Weakneſs. ab yn to your 
5 2 of Difficulty, caſt your. Care un 
Lard, for He. ſill careth for. you +. and will aver 
leave. uu, nor forſake you, - This God, is your God, 
Forever, and ever; He. will, he your Guida, ven unto 
Baud and efferwe7 ds receive you unta Glory, W hare 


fore, 


5 1 
fore, Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again, He faith, 

Rgaice..:; For the Foy of the Lon is your Strength. "LN 
Unto: the tender Care of your dear compaſſionat 
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2957 25 a "dd Bolonred Brother, 3 
your laft' I return hearty Thanks. The . 
2 T be it for my Comfort from End to End : 
And F Was thereby extited' to give Glory to the & oY x 
of all Grace, and ee the heavenly Hoſt to join 
in Praiſes. It fefch'd joyful Tears from my Eyes, 
while with Wonder I beheld the infinite Favour of... 
the great Jebovab, caſt in ſuch bright Diſplays, upon 
his little vile unworthy Warm, in uſing my poor 
Books.” Tlie Lord reward your Labour of Love ſhewn A 
towards hir Name, and to me the leaſt of , in | 
ſpreading them abroad, an Hundred fold in the Prefer .. 
Time, and crown you with immortal Glory 
Now, n y dear Brother, I am a ſorrowful Soul; 7 
yet in the Lord I do, I would rejoice, I have receiy'd 
the News of my dear Huſband's Peach, br, a Letter 
from dea Mr. , in 'whic h he te e that he... 
heatd'*at- Chats: T, 15, "South- EX | Thar the 
6. Ship'itr whith my dear Huſband ſailed for Eng land, 
vas in all 5 obabitity founder d at t Sea,” I thiok he 
put in F y. to reat OUT PRIZE. 
\ thi Wie is 12 —— 
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he writes io me as a Midew, and. ina «Your Hul. 
© band. was the Lord's. Servant; no doubt he? is at 
Reſt. I heard him pray, alittle before he embar- 
< ed. — This is indeed a heavy Stroke, but Omnipo- 

* tence can enable you to bear it, Wc. — This Stroke, 
my Brother, is ſo great, that it almoſt overcome my 
—_ Nature, and at Times I am ready to fink in 
deep Waters. But Glory anne 
Everlaſting Arms . me, and when ready to 
faint, my dear Lord gives me a Cordial. He tells me 
This, is among the All Things. that work together fot 
my Good. That ane (no Perſon or Thing) ſhall 
* me out of His, and his Father's. Hands. And oh 
how ſweet! 15 that Word reconci me, to receive 
the Evil of this Affliction, at the Lord's Hand pa- 75 
tiently, yea, thankfully : Bebold a ſmoking Furnac 
and a burning Lamp that paſſed between thoſe Fee) 1 
Gen. 15. 17. I ſaw the ſmoking Furnace, of this great 
Afﬀtition, and the burning Lamp, of the precious Pro- 
miſe, to ſupport me under it, and ſave me from it, 
did and ſhould Haſs unto me from the Heart Love ob: 
God my Father, thro my bleeding 
Hyd Jeſus, thro? ' the divided Parts of his a Vature, - . 
his Soul and Body, rent in. twain by divine Juſtice for 


my Si 

me, an * make it a Bleſſing to me. And for it, to the 
Three-One Gop, my adoring Soul, gave. Thanks. * 
likewiſe: faw with great Pease i that as this Aflics :- 
tion came to me, ſo the Foundering c of. che Ship, came 
to my dear Huſband, and that our Lord's Pra rayer, 

Father, 1 vill that they alſo whom thou haſt . giuęn = 
Glory, 


be with me where I am, hat they. ma Lk 
tar Ting thou 'baſt 55 75 Fe FR: 
that 
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ah 
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to take away the Curſe of this Afflict ion from 
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the exceediag Joy, with which he was preſented be- 
fore the Preſence of the Lord's Glory; that I 
thought it unmeet to be very forrowful on Earth, 
when there was ſuch Foy in Heaven; and I of the 
ſame Family, the' in a lower Room. And a Drop of 
Heavens Joy, coming down into my Soul, I aſcend- 
ed on its Wings, and rgoiced with Father, Son and 
irit, and with Saints and Angels, at my dear | 
luſband's fafe Arrival in Glory, Thus kindly my | 
dear Lord ſuſtains me with fſpirnous Cordials at | 
Times; but when He wwitbdrates, my Spirit fainteth. 

Give Thanks, and pray for, my dear Brother, 


Ter forrowful rejoicing Sifter in Chin, 
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LETTER LV. 
TO Mrs. Hu. 
My dear Sifter in Chriſt, 15 
1 Rejoice in what God hath done for your Seti, 
| and that he hath given you the Spirr# of Prayer, 
and many Promiſes of a gracious Anfter. — As to 
the Promiſes you mention, which you Want ry 
Tbongbis on, with regard to the Way and Manner in 
which you are to expect their Fuflment: I anfwer in 
General, The Providence of God, is the beſt Expo- 
firor of his Promiſe. And my humble Advice is, 
That aſting Help of God, you attempt your Duty, 
to believe the Promiſes given. you were from the 
Lord, that they are all faibfal, and ſhall certainly 
have a full Accompliſhments, to the Glory of God and 
your Joy, in the Lord's Way and Time. And in this 
Aſſurance of Faith, let your Soul 7%, amidſt all the 
__ Shakings 
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Shakings of Providence. And, this your Confidence 
labour to hold faft, whateyer Suggeſhons: from within 
or wichout you meet with, t 282 ontrary, Prize 
alſo, the Spirit of Grace an We Supplications 4. And 
.cloſe in with much Prayer; believing that yo 4s 
one of Jacob's Seed, , ſhall not ſeek Jacob's God in 
vain. And quietly, meekly and patiently wait 45 
until gracious Anſwers to your Requeſts are 11205 
Until the Lord ſhews you what was his own Wend. 
ment in the Promites given you, by the irradiating 
Light of his Providence caſt upon them here: Gr, 
if He calls you to it, wait on in Faith and Hope, 
even till Viſion takes Faith's Place, till the I ight of 
Glory, in God's immediate Preſence, opens all the 
Myſteries of his darkeſt Providences, in a perfect 
Conſiſtence with his faithful Promiſes. For oo 
you know not #ow, you ſhall know hereafter: 
in this World, or in that to come, to your Wie 
able Bliſs, ind the Lord's endleſs Praiſe. And till 
the Lord Himſelf, ſhews you by the Fulfilment of 
his Promiſes, how, or which Way, they. were to be 
fulfilled, I humbly think it Gieſt for you, not 
dirawy any poſitive Concluſions, "to the Hanes bt 
S their Accompliſhment. But go on, to offer u r 
| Requeſts to your own God in Chriſt; as a God hear- 
g Prayer, and to plead his Promiſes with him, 
whith He hath given you; and ledve both in the 
Boſom of Almighty Grace, and infinite Eaithfulneſß 
to be granted and fulfilled, as the Lord fets beft.- For 
not. a For nor Tittle of his Word, "halt a 70 Fe 
"round z every good Thing Thall come to paſs, '6f All 
which the Lord hath.) 775 Ty But as God's Thoughts 
and Ways, in bringing ee Mercy to us, areas 


high above ours concertiin Ne boats ta the e 1 ate 
above * is 1%, nec 1 Dp 17 2 ye | * gh. 
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rious Yorker, to do this glorious Work, as He in 
his infinite Wiſdom thinks fr, Which we ſhall ſoon 
ſee, to our full Satisfaction and joyful Surprize, was 
every Way worthy of his Great SELF, as Gop, and 
our God. — Thus in a Kind of gener al Faith, wait 
you for the Fulfilment of every particular Promiſe 
the Lord hath given you, without limiting the ry 
One of Iſrael. 

For God's deareſt Favourites, as to his fall Intend- 
ment in what He ſpeaks to them, are apt to make 
Miſtakes: Which when they ſee them, do always 
prove trying. And often Satan, the grand Enemy 
of Souls, takes Advantage from their /ittle, partial 
Miſtakes, to ſuggeſt to their Minds, that the great 
and faithful Promiſe of God, on which they have be- 
lieved, is a mere Nulliiy; or that they have been 
miſtakeri as to the Subſtance of the Promiſe, Whereas 
their Miſtake was only about ſome particular Circum- 
ſtance, Way, or Time of its Fulfilment; the Lord 
having deſign'd to take that which was better. 

Thus Eve when ſhe received the firſt Promiſe, 
The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the Serpeni's Head : 
Thought it mult ſtraightway have been fulfilled, and 
that her next and immediate Seed, was to be the 
Meſſiab. Whence ſhe ſaid upon the Birth of her 
Firſt-born Son, I have gotten a Man the Lox D: Or, 
the Meſſiab, for ſo ſome render the Original Text, 
without _ Word from, which is in our Tranſlation, 

Gen. 4 But alas, inſtead of the bleſſed Seed, the 
Crit 7 Cod, ſhe had a curſed Cain: Which doubt- 
leſs try'd her Faith, and gave 'room for the Diſplay 
of Almighty Power in the Support of it, and for the 
Exerciſe of her every Grace, in waiting for the Ful- 
filment of the Promiſe, in a different Way, and at 


another Tine than ſhe'expeRted. And not dichtend 
ing 


[8] 


ng her Jiltle partial Miſtake, which might doubtleſs 
fſoake her Faith, the great. Promiſe of God, in the 
Tetal of his Intendment therein, ſtood firm, and was 
fuſſill d in Way and Time, as was much more for the 
Glory..of God and the Good of his Church, and alſo 
for Eve's Joy, when taken to Heaven, tho' ſhe . 
lived not (as ſhe thought ſhe ſhould) to ſee it ful- 
fill'd on Earth. | 
And thus our Lord's own Diſciples, did not al- 
ways fully underſtand his Meaning, in what He 
Hümſelf pate to them, but ſometimes made Miſtakes. 
As when he ſaid to them, our Friend Lazarus fleep- 
eib: They miſtaking his Intendment, reply'd, Lord, 
I be ſleep, he ſhall do well. Howbeit, Feſus Habe of 
bis Death: but they thought he had ſpoken. of taking 
EKgſ in Sleep, John 11. 11, &c. This ſhews, that 
when Chriſt ſpeaks to us, He mayn't at firſt make 
known his Mind therein ſo fully, but that we may 
make Miſtakes ; until he after ſpeaks to us more 
plainly : As Jeſus to his Diſciples after their Miſtake, 
{aid unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead, Ver. 14.— 
Again, when our Lord faid plainly to the Twelve, 
Bebold,. we go up to Jeruſalem, and all Things that 
are written by the Prophets concerning the Son of Man 
ſhall be accompliſhed. For He ſhall be delivered to the 
Gentiles, and ſhall be mocked, and ſpitefully entreated, 
and ſpiited on; and they ſhall ſcourge him, and put 
him to Death and the third Day he ſhall riſe again: 
It is added, Aud they ee none of theſe Things: © 
and this Saying was 270 from them, neither knew they 
the Things which were ſpoken, Luke 18. 31, Sc. 
They knew the Words he ſpake to them, but not the 
Things. which he. intended . ; altho* he ſpake 
plainly to them; until by After-Providences and 


further Teachings, greater Light brake in upon their 
: Aa2 Minds, 


. 
Minds, to ſhew them the Lord's Intendment in theſe 
plain Predictions. — And thus when Jeſus ſaid to 
them, Yerily Lay unto you, that ye which have fol- 
ted Me in the Regeneration, when the Son of Man 
Null fit in the Throne of his Glory, ye alſo ſhall fit upon 
twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of 1irael, 
Mat. 19. 28. They did not fully «anderfiand, but 
miſtook his Meaning. They thought that he would 
free them from the Roman Yoke, and at that Time 
reftore the Kingdom unto Iſrael, And poor Hearts, 
there was a Strife among them, who ſhould be great- 
ef, Mark 9. 24. And even James and Fobn, thoſe 
two favour'd Diſciples, wanted to be great, and ſaid 
to their Lord, Grant unto us, that we may fit, one on 
thy Right Hand, and the other on thy Left Hand, in 
thy- Glory. Bat Feſus- ſaid unto them, Ye know not 
zohat ye aſe: can ye drink of the Cup that I drink of? 
and be baptized with the Baptiſm that I am baptized 
with? Ch. 10. 38. It is as if he ſhould ſay, * You 
« miſtake my Promiſe, when I told you of my /itting 
jn the Throne of my Glory, and of your fitting 
© on: twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of II- 
c rael. My Kingdom is not of this World : It was not 
© an earthly Glory, that I ſpake of. Nor yet is my 
Glory, nor yours with me, to be at this Time. I 
« muſt firſt ſuffer, and ſo muſt you, before we are 
« glorified togetber.” But notwithſtanding our Lord 
reprov'd their Miſtake, and plainly told his Diſciples 
of his 'own Sufferings, and taught them a Leſſon of 
- SetfDenial, to take up their Croſs and follow him; 
ſo ſtrongly it prevaiPd in their Minds, that when 
Jeſus was crucified, their ay r being tbwarted, 
it prov'd a great Trial to them. As we may ſee by 
"what thoſe two of them ſaid to our riſen Lord, who 
appearing to them, was unknown by them, when 
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going to Emmaus. For upon his aſking, Nat 
Manner of Communications are theſe, that ye have one 


to another, as ye walk, and are fad? Cleopas, 
anſwering, ſaid unto him, Art thou only a Stranger in 
Jeruſalem, and haſt not known the Things which are 
come to paſs there in theſe Days? — Concerning Jeſus of 
Nazareth, which was a Prophet mighty in Deed and 
Word before God and all the People: And bow the 
chief Prieſts, and our Rulers, bave condemned bim to 
Death, and bave crucified him. But we truſted that 
it had been HR which ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, 
Luke 24. 13, &c. This Jatter Clauſe implies, that 
they were got to their Faiib's End, as it were, that 
they. could believe no longer, that Feſus was the Re- 
deemer of Iſrael; becauſe there was ſuch a Death in 
Providence, that had paſſed upon the Promiſe, both 
as to the Manner and Time in which they expected its 
 Fulfilment,—But notwithſtanding their Miſtates, and 
ſore Trial occaſion'd thereby, which ſhook their Faith, 
the Truth of Chrift in his Word, ſtood firm, and by 
the darkeſt Providence, the Lord was on his Way, 
to fulfil . clothe his Promiſe with the brighteſt 
Glory; with a Glory, that was far more for the 
Honour of God, and the Salvation of his People, 
than that which "they in their higheſt Thoughts had 
expected; as they afterwards ſaw to their unſpeak- 
able Joy. 

From theſe Things then, my dear Siſter, we 
ſhould learn to be very cautious of drawing haſty 
Conclufions, as to the Way and Manner of the Lord's 
fulfilling of the Promiſes He gives us, lee he opens 
them in Providence. 


But yet if at any Time our Minds are ſtrongly 


impraſt by a Promiſe which the Lord gives us, and 
bel, if by renewed Promiſes to comfort us in 


Times 
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Times of Diſtreſs, Vrpreſſions are repeated and 
ſtrengthned, that this or that particular 257g, is the 
Mind of God in the Promiſe, and ſhall be the Effect 
of: it in Providence, and that, for God's Honour we 
ought to believe it: I humbly think it our Duty in 
ſuch a Caſe, to truſt and hope in God, to ſeek him 
and to wait for him as to that very Thing ; inaſmuch 
as we apprehend it to be the Mind of God in the 
Promife, that He would perform it in Providence. 
And if for any wiſe and gracious End, the Lord 
hath ſuffered. us to be miſtaken, as to the Thing our 
Thoughts pitched on in the Promiſe, or rather, as to 
ſome Circumſtance of Time, or Manner attending 
the Thing we ſought and. hoped for from the Pro- 
miſe,” He will deal gently with us, as a Man ſpareth 
bis oοαοrn Son that, ſerveth him. He will accept the 
Actings of our Graces, which Himſelf hath wrought 
in us, pas by all our Failings from our preſent 
Weakneſs and Imperfection, and prevent the Deſtruc- 
tion of our Faith and every Grace, which is the De- 
Ain of Satan, by the evil Improvement he makes, 
and the Suggeſtions he, caſts into our Minds, upon 
our little partial Miſates: In that for God's Glory, 
and our own, and others Good, we attempted our 
Duty ſo far as we knew it.— And if the Lord gives us 
not the very Thing, or in the very Way and Time that 
we expected, He will give us ſomething that is Setzer, 
even what Hunſelf intended in the Promiſe, in lieu 
of it; which ſhall be more extenſively for bis Glory 
and our Jay. 00) AHF ene ; inet 
For as when the Lord deſigns Favours for his Peo- 
ple, he ſtirs up their Minds to deſire them, and to en- 
courage their Faith and Hope, gives, them Promiſæs 
about them; ſo likewiſe he will hear their Prayers 
for them, and thereby fulfil his own Promiſes, Yet 


ſo, 
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ſo, that as Dr. Goodwin obſerves, in his Return of 
Prayers, As the Mind of the Law, is the Law, 
t and the Mind of the Prayer; is the Prayer: The 
very Thing aſked, may not be given, and yet the 


Prayer. be anſwered, and the Promiſe fulfilled, Phe 
Mind of God's Children, in every Petition they put 
up to him, when in their rigbt Mind, is, His Glory, 
and their .own, and others Good: This is the Mind 
and End of the Prayer, and alſo of the Promiſe, 
- which excites them to pray: And this the Lord 
always gives, to anſwer their Prayer, and fulfil his 
own Promiſe: But not always in the very Thing, 
Time or Way aſked, but in thoſe that are beiter. 
We, like little Children, when our Father gives us a 
Promiſe of good Things, are apt to miſtake his Mean» 
ing; and we aſk the beft-we can think of. But as in 
our Petitions there is much childiſb Weakneſs, our 
kind Fatber, doth many Times anſwer our Prayer, 
and fulfil his Promiſe, according to the Infinity of 
his Wiſdom and Grace, in giving us ſome better 
Thing, that is more for his Glory and our Advantage: 
As at other Times he gives us the very Thing we 
aſk, when He ſees it Bet. But however, the Lord 
deals with us in the Anſwer of our Prayers, and Ful- 
filment of his Promiſe, He always doth for us there- 
in according to his own Heart, more exceeding abun- 
dantly than we can aſk or think, — Then my dear 
Siſter, Follow on to know the LoRD, and you ſhall 
know him, For, His going forth (as your Prayer- 
hearing, and Promiſe-performing God) is prepared as 
the Morning: And He fhall come #nto you (upon your 
thirſty Soul) as the Rain, as the former and as the 
latter Rain upon the Earth : That you may iriumph 
11 his Praiſe. | 1-47. in SVIES- 1 8-0 D9RT Je 
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to preach the Goſpel, after 
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Having been ſo long. on Generals, the leſs may 
ſuffice as to Particulars, The three irt Promiſes 
you mention, I think were of a general Nature, and 
reſpected the Grant of your general Requeſt, ©. That 
n 0 Lord would give you a Shepherd, and con- 
© tinue his Goſpel with you.“ And theſe you have 
partially, and may yet more fully ſee fulfilled. For 
notwithſtanding. your Miſtake,” as to Mr. R———, 


who you expected to have been your. tated Miniſter, 


which tried you when croſt by Providence: As the 
Lord hath raiſed up Mr. M——-»y to preach his 
Goſpel, and much bleſt his Miniſtry to your Soul, 


the Promiſe js fulfilled, and your Prayer anſwered, 


as God for his own Glory, and for your, and others 
Good ſaw beſt. And from .you as one of Jacob's 
Seed, let Jacob's Gop have. his worthy: Praiſe.— But 
2s to the ober Promiſes that were given you, thoſe I 
muſt confeſs, do ſeem more particularly to reſpect 


Mr. X, whoſe Reſtoration - you - earneſtly 
pray d for, and for which you thought 
were 


the Promiſes 
given. And — my dear Siſter, g on 
to ſeek God for him, as the Lord engageth your 


Heart. For his Reſtoration from the Errors he is 
fallen into, may for aught I know, be the very 
Thing that the Lord intends in the Promiſes he hath 


given. you. And you may live to fee them fulfilled 
in the Way you have expected, to the Glory of 
God, and your Joy. Or the Promiſes may be ful- 
filled, and your Prayers anſwered, in- Bis Reſtoration 
you are dead, and the 
Eofd may have the Praiſe, and you the Joy of it 
when at Home wich Chriſt. Therefore there is 
Room for waiting, as to thin But yet, as the ge- 
neral ae and _ of your moe was the Glory 


„ 
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of God, and the Coed of Souls, in thoſe particular Re- 
queſts you put up for his Reſtoration'; I know not, 


but God may anſwer your” Prayers, and full his 
Promiſes, which you thought were given you parti- 
cularly for him, in the Reſtoration of ſome ofber Per- 
ſon, or Perſons that have been ſeduced, which may 
be more for the Glory of Ged, and the Good of his 
People, and for your Foy too, when you ſee it, than 
his about whom you are ſo much concerned. And 
can't but think, When you was moſt earneſt for bis 
if the Lord had told you that the Reſtoration of ſorae 
other Perſon, or Perſons, would be more for bes 
Glory and the Good of his People, than bis; that 
your Will, would have flow'd into the Vill of God, 
and that you would even have choſe that) which the 
Lord ſaw, and ſaid was beſt. H ſo, my Siſter, if 
ſome other Thing in the Grant of it, would have ſa- 
tisfied you then, much more will the Gift of it, if 
the Lord ſhould have deſign'd ſome other and better 
Thing in the Promiſes he gave you, and for the An. 
fewer. of your Prayers. — However it be, Ref in the 
LorD, and wait patiently for Him. Watch for him, 
more than they that watch for the Morning: To ſet 
when, and which Way he will appear. For, Unto 
you that fear his Name, ſhall the Sun of Righieoufuefs 
ariſe, with Healing in his Wings, Lou that watt for 
Gop, ſhall not be aſbamed. If you ſhould not fee 
him in Ways and Times you expe#; He will viſit yu 
in thoſe that are better. You that ſcek he Lond. 
ſhall praiſe bim; your Heart Pall liue: ſonewer! Whew: 
fore, Rejoice in the Lord alway; and again, ile lays] 
rejoice, —Unto the tender Care of the Grtal Henbena. 
commit you; who gat bers ibe Lambs wii obi 
Arm, and carfies them in bis Bajo, taud gettthy leads 
thoſe that are with young. The Grace of our Lard 
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Feſus Chrif be with your Spirit In his Bowels, my 


IV.. 


dear Siſter, I am, — 
| Yours moſt affeRionately, © 


LETTER EVE. „ 


To Mr. H. —. B71 72 


My very dear and honour d Brother, 


OURS I gladly receiv'd, and return PR 

Thanks. — Indeed I love you for Jeſus's Sake, 
bear you on my Heart before the Lord, and rejoice 
that you are mill held as à Star in Chrift's Right 
Hand, to ſhine forth in his Light, to the faving 
Benefit, Joy and Direction of many. O may He 
till eſtabliſh you in Faith and Holineſs, and preſerve 
. you blameleſs until * Race is run, and your 


Crown won! 


It refreſheth my Spirit, to hear you tell of the 
Love of Chriſt, to us the unworthy, ſinful, the par- 
© don'd, happy Objects thereof. — No Love, but the 
Love of CHRIST, could bear. with the many, daily, 
and repeated Provocations that we are guilty of. 
None but 'H1M, whoſe Perſon and Love are Inforite, 


or could or would continue to pardon and paſs by 


the Faults, to pity and love the Perſons, and to ac- 
ce It and delight in the Services of ſuch vile, ungrate- 

„ Hell-deſerving Wretches as we! But oh, it's 
well for us; that the Love of Chriſt, 5 x of Know- 
ledge ! Thar it not only far ſutpaſſeth alf that the 
moſt favour'd of imperfect Men uo of it; but alſo 


all that can 'be IT. Of, 'perfect Saints and Angels 
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to 
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to a bleſt Eternity, and will ever abide, to our Won- 
der, Joy and Praiſe, in its own Infinity, a Love thut 
| paſſeth Knowledge! Its Heights and Depths, its 
Lengths and Breadths, immeaſurable and eternal! — 
There had been no ſuch Thing as the Love of Chrift, 

it had been long ſince exhauſted, if He had not been 
| Gop by Nature; Gop in our Nature, Emanuel, 
God with us! Had not our Jesus been the Lok p, 
the Self-exiſtent, All-ſufficient, unchangeable and 
eternal JE HOVAEH; He could not have lov'd one 
Sinner, with the Love of a Saviour, with a Love 
great enough to /ave one fingle Man, nor have borne 
with the Provocations of one fingle Soul, How much 
leſs could He have loy'd ſuch an innumerable Mul- 
titude of Adam's fallen Race, as the whole Election of 
Grace are! Or have borne with all their innumerable 
Provocations, caſt together into one huge Maſs of 
complicated Wickedneſs, an unſearchable Aby/5 of all 
Unrighteouſneſs ! — Alas! 1, for myſelf, my ſingle 
Self, muſt ſay, I am too great a Sinner, ever to 
hope for Salvation, from any Perſon, but one who 
is Cop by Nature; from any Love, that has not in 
it, all the radical and eſſential Perfections of the 
Gbp HEAD. I had been undone, I ſhould yet periſp; 
if the Lord my Lover, was not Gop my Mate. 
if his Name was not I am! The ſame 7eftergay, To- 
day, and forever! — But oh! The Perſqn and Love, 
the Perfections and Glories of my Jesvs, are 1nj- 
nite] And therefore my Salvation by Him, and 
Happineſs in Him, to endleſs Ages, are inſinitelſy 
_ftcured ! — And bere, my Brother, is Sea Rom 
enough, for all the Veſſels of Mercy and bence they 
ma take their Fill of Bliſs and Glory, without, Fear 
ef Waſte, thro' Time and to Eternit]! 
Ho great, and adorable then, is God the, Father 
Tove, that He ſhould give fo great a Perſon, as his 
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on Sbm in our. Nature, to be the great Head 'of the 
| Church! How great/and adotavle is the Love of the 
1 Son, in that He who 4hought it not Robbery to be 
1 equal with God, ſhould-yet ſo hamble Himſeif for us, 
as to take upon Him the Form of a Servant, the 
Nature of Man, and therein as our Head, to obey 
and die; that we in and with Him, might live and 
. reign forever! And how great and adorable is the 
Love of the Holy Ghoſt, in | his accepting of the Of- 
fice of Comforter for us, of an Applier of all Salvation 
to us; and that as ſuch, ſent from the Father and 
the Son, He reveals unto us the Myſtery of CHRISTHJ 
that believing in Him, we may be ſaved by Him, and 
rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory here, 
until. we are call'd to enter into the Joy of Glory 
hereafter! The Love of Father, Son and Holy Ghof, 
and the reſpective .Dz/pleys + thereof in our Salva- 
tion, are = BY and Co equal Wonders of Grage | 
And each of theſe infinite Lovers, for their on 
infinite Glories and Perfections, and for the Glory of 
their infinite Love to as, are worthy of our higheſt 
"Love, Praiſe and Adoration, both now and eb 
5 Bðy your Takeds: of: the ſame Date wich mine, 
to my honour'd- Friend, Mr. E. an Extract of which 
© he was pleas'd': to ſend me, I hear, to my great 
Joy, that the Lord's Work goes on bravely with 
vou. For this I give Thanks, and for the Conti- 
* and Increaſe of it, as enabled, I ſhall pray. 
Oh may the Lord's Hand be ſtill ſignally with you, 
and your dear. Brethren, who bear Teſtimony for che 
1 Truths of: Chriſt i in Wales] And alſo! with his 'Wit- 
neſſes for the pùre Goſpel in London, &c. That by 
you as the Lord's Inſtruments, his reſerved Rem- 
nant, may be preſerved from Infection, and an Ad- 
dition made to the Number of Believers daily: N 
11 the 
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the Word of the Goſpel hath free Courſe, and is glo- 
rified by all; and the Lord's Work in your Hands, 


like the Lig br of the Morning, ſbineth more and more 
wntil . darfs Day !—So prays, 


u dear and honour'd Brother, 
Wu moſt alſectionate Friend 
Ad Servant in our precious JESUS, 
: * ; FP: . 
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LETTER LVII. 
10 — ——. 


1 Madam. ͤ AA 3e bo; 371% % 
AM eat this Time under a very great Trial; by 
the Death of my dear Yokefellow, © The Ship in 
which he ſail'd for England, having founder'd at 
Sea. I have no Reaſon to mourn for bim; He was 
the Lord's Servant, had done his Work, and is en- 
tered” into his Reward; and to be with Chriſt, is for 
him far, far better ] And tho? divers Things con- 
ſpire td make the Loſs of him to me very great, yet 
as I had given him up to the Lord, for his Seruice, 
and to be wholly at his Diſpoſe, I am ſweetly reſignd 
to his dear Will, and ſay. The Lok p gave, andthe 
-Loxp hath taten: and bleſſed be the Nane af the 
'Lord!: I believe the Rod to be in my Father's 
Hand, and adore. that infinite Wiſdom and Grace, 
Which have us'd it for the Glory of God and my Ad- 
vantage. The Time is ſhort; it becomes me to 
<veep, as if I wept nat. Vet a little While, and 1 
alſo ſhall be loved Home, to be forever with the 
A Rog ks no more — Domow. or Death 


f 41 f ſhall 
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ſhall grieve me. The Lord is riſen: Saints muſt riſe, 
It becomes us to ſet our Aﬀettion on Things above, 
and as Strangers and Pilgrims on Earth, to dif; arch 
our Buſineſs, to ſerve and glorify God i in our Gene- 
ration, and to ſeck a Better Country, that is, an 
Heavenly: Since God is not aſhamed io be called our 
God, and hath prepared for us a City. i 

Sorrowful, Madam, you will cafily think I am; 
and yet I rejoice with you, for the 5 Things which 
God "bath done for your Soul. You * admire the. 
Grace of God, char” He ſhould think upon you for 
Good.“ And truly, Madam, your God, 1 ſo 
thought upon you, before the "Mountains had a 
Birth, or the Earth's Foundations were laid. His 
Thoughts of infinite Kindneſs towards you thro' the 
ſlain Lamb, have been early, everlaſting Thoughts. 
His Drawing of you with Loving Kindyeſs in Time, 
is the Fruit of his everlaſting Love, of that Lore 

which was in his Heart towards you before Time 
began. And tho? as you ſee yourſelf to be the moſt 
unworthy, and the chief of Sinners, you can hardly, 
take it ia, that God ſhould think upon you. far 
Good; yet, be not faitbleſs, but beligving. You 
had never feeu yeurſelf.to be the moſt OW and 
the chief of Sinners, if you had not been humbled 
by Divine Grace, from an antecedent Deſign in 
God, to exalt you unto Glory. And remember, 
Grace is free, and abſolutely independent upon Crea- 
rure-Goodnefs. | J will be gracious unto whom I will 
Ie gracious, and I will ſpew, Mercy on whom I will 
4 Mercy: raiſeth all the Veſſels of Mercy, from 
rar be pths of Miſery, to the. Heights of their pre- 
Infinite Wiſdom bath found out a 
Way, de the bleeding Lamb, in which God can 
be: gracious ip 5hg chick Sh Spin Bide: Be alt 
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Stain, yea, with Honcur to all his bright Perfec- 
tions. And in this glorious Way, which fuits the 
Heart. of God, and the State of Sinners well, the 
Lord our Father, delighteth to be gracious unto us, 
his poor Prodigals. And we cannot pleaſe him 
better, than in our Return, and Supphication to him 
to be ſatisfied with the Bread of Life, to ſay, Father, 
we bave finged againſt Heaven and in thy Sigh!, and 
are no more worthy to be called Thine. Grace then, 
hath Room to diſplay its Glories, its Riches, its ex- 
ceeding Riches, and will delight to. ſhew the ſame in 
Kindneſs towards us thro Chriſt Feſus, unto Ages 
without End, Try” 
Tou have ſeen, Madam, the Wiſdom and Good- 
| neſs of God, in permitting thoſe Fears to attend 
you, and over-ruling them for your ſpecial Advan- 
tage. And if a Glance of the Glory of Divine Con- 
duct, in a little Part of your Journey thro' the Wil- 
derneſs, is ſatisfactory and pleaſing in this imperfect 
State; O what a full Proſpect, and what full Joys 
will you have when that which is perfect is come: 
When on the Mount of Viſion, in the Height of 
Sion, you remember all the Way the Lord led you thro”. 
tbe Deſart, and ſee his wiſe and gracious. Ends, in all 
its various Windings and Turnings, or a Thouſand. 
croſs Providences which now are grieving, all meet- 
ing to your higheſt Solace, in the Center of God's 
Glory, and your eternal Bliſs! And mean while, in 
Patience poſſeſs your Soul: Go on ſtill to commit the 
Keeping of it into the Hands of Jzsvs, and believe 
that he is able to keep you from Falling, and to preſent: © 
you Faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory witb en- 
ceeding Foy. For, Faithful is He that calleth you, 
who alſo will do it. eg 
As to that Aſſertion, Madam, which you hee” 
OY | eard, 
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heard. and aſſt my Thoughts on, viz. That there 
will be great Allowance made for great People: 
that they are oblig'd to comply with Forms, and 
do a great many Things others need not, and 
* what they themſelves may not approve. of: -þ. 
think it is a very falſe one. The God of Fruth inn 
his bleſſed Word, the Rule of our Faith and Practice, 
makes no ſuch Allowance for great People. The 
Lord of Chriſtians, our bleſſed Saviour, *hath thus 
commanded his Followers: If any Man will come 
after Me, let him deny himſelf, and take up bit Crofs 
Adaity, and follow me, Luke 9. 23. He ſays, any: 
Man, that will be his Fillower, let him be Rich or 
Poor, High or Low, Noble or Ignoble, muſt deny 
himſelf, and take up bis Groſs daily, and follow him. 
Our Lord here, makes ho Aliowance for: great Peo- 
ple, but obligeth very one. of his F 3 — deny 
bimſelf, io tałe up bis Groſs, au fade hin, nd 
whoever he be, chat will r himſelf, conform to 
tte World, and ſhift off the Crofs, is not che Man- 
that ſhall come after Chriſt, up to Heaven: a. 
Vera 26. Tor uubeſoever ſhall be aſhamed of Me. aud 
ty Words, of bim ſball the den ef Man be gſbant 
when. be ſhall come in his om Glory: ang: of big 
tber a, and of ibe boly Angels. Chriſtifs,: after he 
— le of Cbriſt, are not to ſeek ben ſelves, but 
the Glory F God, to ſhun the Gaps but to tale it up. 
nor to comply. wick the- Forms and Ioventions of; 
Men, wich humane Traditions; wherehy ihe Command 
ments of God are made of none E fed, but like the. 
faithful-and. truc, Wilneſs, they are 30 bear; thew Fe- 
ſameny for the Truth, againſt eva Error... And. 
as te their © complying with Things with which they 
« themſclves may not approve of:“ V balſoever is not 


of Faith is Sin, Rom. 14. 23. — Moſt ſurely then 
there 
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there neither is nor will be any Mlowance "ROY in 
theſe Reſpects for great People. For: God in his 
Word, by which key will judge all Men and all their 
Actions, gives no Allowance, to any Rank or De- 
gree of Perſons to Sin: Which is contrary to the Ho- 
lineſs of his Nature and the Purity of his Word, and 
2 deſtructive to the Creature where it is, Prov. 

8. 36. But as the Brother of low Degree, is to re- 
joice in that he is exalted, to inherit the Throne of 
Glory; ſo the Brother of high Degree, in that he is 
made low : So low, as to count it his © higheſt Honour 
and Joy, to deny himſelf in all Reſpects for Chriſt, 


to take up his Croſs, and follow his Lord thro? Sub , 


ferings here on Earth, the. appointed Way to his pro- 
mis id Glory in Heaven, Jam. 1. 9, 10. Luke 24, 26. 
A, 14. 22. And the higher any Chriſtian is in 
this World, the greater Opportunities the Lord puts 
into his Hands thereby, as to lay out himſelf in all 
active Service for the Honour of his Maſter; So to 
deny himſelf in every Regard fer Chriſt, to forſake 
all Things, and cleave unto HIN as his ALL : Which 
will be unto his Praiſe; Honour and Glory at our Lord's 
Appearing. Thus, that great Man, Mofes, refuſed to 
be called the Son of Pharaoh's Daughter : ug ra- 
lber to ſuffer AﬀtjFion with the People of God, than to 
exjoy the Pleaſares of Sin for a Seaſon, Eſteeming 
the Reproach of Chriſt, greater Riches than the Trea- 
ſures in Egypt: for be had Refpett unto tbe Recom- 
penſe- of the-Reward, Heb. 11. 24. Oc. I rejoice, 
Madam, to ſee that you are like-minded : And that 
in the Grace of Humility and Self- Denial, y N 
of Chryt 


yet abound more and more; to the Glory 
5 C c 
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CATTRKER i. 
Y To Mrs, Br. 
ah dear Sifter in Clrip, 


I Rejoice in the Wonders of faving 1 which 
God bath wrought for your Soul; and that for 
my poor Writings, 


you and others - bleſs his Name. 
Unto Zim I give all the Glory. If the Lord fends 2 
Word to any of his better Children, by unworthy me, 
and makes it light upon them to their Souls Refreſh- 
ment and kis own Praiſe, my Joy is full. E can Bure 
to the Glory of Free Grace, that in my Lord's 
ck, I love His weak and tender Lambs; and a 
would 1 miniſter to their Neceſſities from his Falnefs, 
if He would pleaſe fo to favour me. Abd bleſt- for- 
ever be his dear Name, 'this is the high Favour which 
his princely Grace, Frequently caſts upon the Chief of 
Sinners! O the Infinity of Grace, that vile, unwor- 
thy 2. {ſhould be choſen unto eternal Lift, by 
Chriſt,” and unto any Service, to any of his dear P 
ple! A my Salvation and Glory in both Nele, 
ſtands : alone upon the ſovereign good Plcafure of Je- 


Bovah, this great, unchanging: Reſolve of his Heart, 
7 bal be gracious * #0 <whom I will be gracious, _ 
| Wil 
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wil peu Merch on whom £1 will Dew Mercy. And 
down upon me, freely and theſe living 
Waters flow, thro' the ſmitten Rock, my bruiſed, 
pierced Lord, and run in dty Places like a — in 
my Times of gresteſt Need, Sorrow and Bartenheſs, 
unto all my Refreſhmetit, Joy and Fruitfulneſs. Then, 
let "= +" dy me, — have the Praiſe of its 
own 

I rgj6ice, my deat Siſter, that you alſo are 4 Peſſel 
of Merg, whom God had afore 9 1 and is now 
Preparing 3 unte endle 
Ion: Your 


Happy are 
iſs ttial, which by A riſe to com- 
plere and total, is and will be ineffable and eternal! 


Intereſted in the Love of Father, Son and Spirit, you 
have the Three one Gop, the Lonp for your For- 
non. And what can. 2 want more! As Having 
iy, wretched Self, you 
ngs, Life 
lory, in that great Hin, in whom all Fulneſi. 
chen the Fulneſs of the GoDmEtAD dwells ! O my 
Sifter,-this Jesus, EMANUEL, God with us, This is 
your Beloved 1 and bis is your Frignd! And in this 
Friend of Simers, you are well befriended indeed; He 
that was your Friend, to die for you when an Enemy , 
your Friend, to ſeek you up when you was loft thro' 
Bmity; and your Friend, to take you into Urn. 
ſom for all Salvation, when drawn by Him, y 
came to Him in your periſting Stare, Soi 3 — 
Laf- condemned, às an Eren in ycur Mind by 
wicked Works; even Hz will abide your Friend for⸗ 
ever! A Friend that. ficketh cloſer | 1 4 Brother ; 
than any Brecher, either in Nature or Grace. A. moſt 
wiſe and tender, able and faithful. Friend, will the 


d be to Jon, as a poor Sinner that belieyeth in 
Le Him 
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Him unto your everlaſting Salvation by Him, Jzaws 
your Friend, will never, never leave you, nor forſake 
you, tho” the neareſt and deareſt of other Friends 
may fail you, and none as Hx, either will, or can 
help you. A Friend, an unchangi ng Friend, will 

- Jesvs be to you, in your greateſt Need and Diſtrels, 
of the richeſt, freeſt Grace, Your Friend, your Lord, 
your Lover, in the Infinity of his F nd.» dow will 
Pity and pardon you continually, under all your re- 
maining Enmity, the greateſt of your Griefs and Mi- 
ſeries, He will ſubdue your Iniquities, and caſt all 
your Sins into the Depths of the Sea. He will know 
your Soul in Adverfity, ſupply all your Wants fully, 
and perfect that which concerneth you, the good Work 
begun in you, gloriouſly. Thro' Life with all its 
Changes, and Death wich all its Fears and Snares, 
will Fesvs your Friend, be with you, and in number- 
leſs Diſplays of infinite Friendſhip, will He now and 
always, love you freely, He will love you thi 
Time, into increaſing Communion with Him by 
Faith, as your Friend, while here below. He will 
love you into Eternity, into.the immediate Viſion and 
Fruition of Him, and a full Conformity to Him, as 
your exetleſting Friend above. O the ſweet Friend: 
pip that is to be perfected and maintain'd between 
Chrif and you! And this, your Friend, my Siſter, 
is your Beuel. He is a Friend in the neareſt Rela- 
tion, wich the deareſt A fection. And hence, his Pere 
ton and” Love, hath and will have forever on you, 
the ſtrongeſt Attraction; and make you with a rar 
viſh'd Nein to cry out, in poten; of Wonder, 


F Joy and P raiſe, This 15 my. Beloved! and. 7. bis 's 84 
Friend. 


N chen ſhall I fay. to you, my dear: Siftee? 
ig 


7. 
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Having ſuch u Friend, _ uſe Him, be free. with Him, 
tet all your Wants be upon Him. His infinite Love 
permits it; yea, He delights to have it ſo. And as 
your Friendſbip, is the Foy of bis Heart; labour to 
carry it friendly to Him, in all the Changes which paſs 
over you, Think and ſpeak well of Him, adore and 
bleſs Him in all. And having ſuch a Beloved, whoſe 
perſonal and relative Glories are incomparable, un- 
ſearchable, infinite! Give Him your Heart, your 
choiceſt Love. The Loxp your Maker, your Hu, 
band, the flain, the reigning Lams, your Bridegroom, 
is well worthy of you, and all the Affektion and Duty 
your Soul is capable of. In all the Paths of Obedience 
then, follow on to know Him, to enjoy, love and 
glorify Him; and never reſt till you are loved by 
Him into a full Conformity to his Image, and the 
beatific Viſion of his Glory. 

I am glad, my dear Siſter, to ſee-ſuch a Spirit in 
you. That you love the Lord, and deſire to live to 
his Praiſe. That you are become a Pilgrim, and 
earneſtly ſeet the Þeavenly Country; whither Jeſus, 
#be Forerunner is for us entered, I rejoice that you are 
bleſt with ſuch ſweet Refreſhments by the Way, that 
fach Bunches of Canaan's Grapes, are brought you in 
the Wilderneſs. That you are ſo richly feaſted with 
royal Dainties, under the Miniſtry of that precious 
Servant of Chriſt Mr. G—//; and that you are fo 
delighted with the Communion of Saints, while on 
the heavenly Road; Go forth ſtill, my dear Siſter, - 
by the Fooifteps of the Flock; Feed beſide the Shepherd's 
Tents, Walk on with the Excellent of the Earth: 
And the Lord of the Pilgrims, the Captain of our 
Salvation, who leads forth the fr//, and brings up 
the laſt, cauſe you to paſs from Sirength ts Strength, 
amn until 
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until you appear before God in Sion So prays; 
rns 


Dourt forever in Chriſt, 


| a 22 
: * 4 8 


r 

Dear and honour'd Sir, . „ TH 
Y Gladly embrace the firſt Leiſure to ſend you 4 
Line, and O that the Lord by poor unworthy the, 
wou'd pleafe to ſend fomerhing ro'comfort 500 ff 
rejoice in the Account you Five me of the Lord's 


Work on your Soul, manifeſt by che Cenſis between 
by you for many 
det: 


Grace and Sin, which hath been felt 
Years: And that our dear Lord moft kindly detts 
ver'd you from thoſe violent Temprations wick which 
you was lately aſſaufted.— That you was kept Fri. 
ing and praying agamſt em, was your Merry That 

thro' the Prevalence of indwelling Sin, and the Vio: 
lence of Temptation from Satan, you was alm 
overcome; was to ſhew you your own Weakneſs and 
Vileneſs. And that when juſt at the Edge of a Fall, 
you was prevented; it was to commend and ſet off 

the Grace and Power of Chriſt, which being fuſſicy, 
ent for you, was extended to you, and to your De- 
Iiverance and Joy did reft upon you. — You tell me; 
77 
„That (on Account of your Soul. deſtroying Ene- 
mies) you ſeet Jeſus, forrowing." — But han't you 
Jong ſince found him, to your Foy anſpeakable, and 
full of Glory? Han't you many Yeats „ 

vince 
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vinced of your Miſery as a Sinner, that you was ut- 
terly undone without the Saviour? Han't you fee 
ſo much of his infinite Glory and All- ſufficiency to 
fave, that hath drawn out your Soul into a reſtlefs 
Search for Him, as altogether lovely, and the Chiefeft 
among ten Thouſand unto you? And did you not 
thus feet, till you found Him, in the ſweet Mani- 
feſtations of Himfelf and Love unto you: To ſuch 
Foy of Heart, that a Stranger to Chriſt intermeddles 
nos with, and to fach Life in bis Favour, that a Mart 
dead in Sins never felt? O my Brother, how was it 
with in the Day of your Epposſals? Did. not 
Chriſt then ſenfibly give Himſelf to you, in ſome gs 
other of his ſweet and fure Covenant Promifes ? And 
raviſh'd with his Glory and Excellency, his Love arid 
Beauty, did you not then give up. yourſelf unto Him, 
to. be entirely and forever the Loxp's? If %; you 
have found Chrift, and Life in Him, and Hall obtain 
Favour of the Lox p. Jesvs is yours, forever yours. 
Your Beloved is yours, and you are His: And none 
of the Powers of Darkneſs within, or without you, 
neither Life, nor Death, nor Things preſent, nor Things 
0 come, ſhall be able to ſeparate you from his Love.— 
But perhaps you'll ſay, e Rn 
Alas Tho? I have long ſince thought that Chriſt 
_ © was mine, and did really give up myſelf to be the 
 *Logp's; yet I have innumerable Times and Was 
Broken my Covenant; and am afraid F was mult: 
as to Chriſt's giving of Himſelf to me. If 
you came to Chriſt, Brother, for all Salvation, from 
Sin as well as Wrath, for Holineſs as well as Ghory 
Chrift receiv'd you, to fave you to the,uttermoft; Fe 
in all Reſpects your Saviour. And this Gift of Him 
elf to you, as it was infinitely free, ſo, e 
„ e © 
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reverſible. It was, it is, it ever will be-without-Re- 


Zance 1 What tho'-you have broken your Covenant x 
e Lorp your Redeemer, your Maker, your Hufs 
band, will remember for you bis Covenant, and eſta· 
bliſh unto. you an everlaſting Covenant. What tho? 
you have prov'd an Adulterous Bride, and play'd the 
Hariot with many Lovers; yet the Lox p, the God of 
Iſrael ſaisb, He bateth putting away. What tho' you 
have done evil Things as you could againſt a God or 
infinite Love; yet from his immenſe Goodueſs, He 
will not caſt you away, for all your Badneſs, no, 
not for all that you have done] See what he faith; 
Jer. 31. 37. If Heaven above can be meaſured, and 
the Foundations of the Earth ſearched out beneath, ben 
will I alſo caſt off all the Seed of Iſrael, for all: that 
they have done, ſaith the Loxp. I doubt not, you 
mourn for, and bewail before the Lord, as you have 
juſt Cauſe, all your undutiful and diſloyal Behaviour 
to your Bridegroom King. But O do. not doubt his 
Love to you, nor your Relation to Him, becauſe of 
your Heart-departings from him, and Diſloyaky,*to 
him. For your exceeding Badneſs, which ſo'terrif 
and affrights pox, is no Surprize, or unthought>of 
Thing, unto Him. No, He well knew beforchan; 
when He firſt betroth'd you to Himſelf, how bad you 
would prove. 1 knew (ſays he) that thou wouldeſt deal 
very treacherouſly, and waſt called a Tranſgreſſor from 
the Womb, Ia. 48. 8. And yet, as He betrotbh'd you 
to Himſelf in Zoving.kindneſs and Mercies, and als 
in Faithfuineſs, you ſhall know the LoxD: And the 
Language of his Heart and Mouth, commanding his 
Loving-kindneſs, concerning you is, Go yet love 1 
Woman (beloved of her Friend, yet an Adalireſs) ur- 
cording to the Love of the: Lon 0 the Gheldrew of 
Iſrael, who look to other Gods, and laue Flaggons of 


\ 
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e Kl.; 2. 5. Yea, of you. 
Bride, -yeur Maker, your Huſbend will fay, 
thes art fair my Love, hebold, thou or t- for, 'thow baſt 
Doves Det within ty Locks, Song 4. 1. Such is the” 
Infinity ef his Grace towards you, ood, Selight' in you, 
3 the Qbje& of his Heart-ELove, as walked in his his 
Scion Blood and adorn'd with his glorĩous Beau- 
ties, notwithRending all your Deformities, which are 
ſeen and — by you n bo, Sir, from your 
— 41 Relation to Chriſt, and his ineffable De- 
yau.: He will ſoon love y you into Likeneſt 
— ſhall ſoon be as beds as you now. de: 
ſira to be; oven Holy and witboug: Bow; befare an 
n Love,” EQ 1 i : 
Ang mean Time, don's think ir Rrange, dear Sin, 
that the Canzanites ſtill nell in ib Lau and are as 
Tbarnt in your: Sides, and Prigùs in your Eyas: For the 
fame AffiiFions. are accompliſued in your Brathren- het 
cn in de World, The Lon ſuffers the Being and 
Wang of Sin, _ y the Temptations of Sa- 
tan, to attend his avourites apr their Grief; 
While their $ou}: are in Houſes of Clay. 
. He permit theſe 5 to appear, to learn his 
Paaple War, to exerciſe theit Braces and: thiateby 
He prepares them for immanal Gloty: O dear Sd. 
don't think you are an unchanged: Man, becauſe. you 
feel the lis; for had yqu been ane wrregenerate 
Soul, you wou'd have known nothing e Chriſt 
cath dethron'd Sin and Satan, and =. Poſſeſſion of 
your Hearts and ke. wil Keep i, Aſking Heiß of 
God, and in his Strength, watch and oppoſe the E- 
neaues.as much as may be; but fear not the YiFory. | 
For thro Prince Emanze/s Blood and Love, you ure 
dr r r 383" 


tho! an Adelercſ - 
Beboliz 
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You mourn, dear Sir, becauſe of your Barrennefs 
that you can't ſpeak and aft for Chrilt as others do. 
And which of the Saints han't Cauſe to join in this 
Lamentation ? I rejoice to ſee that bleſſed Fruit of 
Love to Chriſt, which appears in your Kindneſs ſhewn 
to his Name, People and Cauſe ; and in your having 
fuffered, and in your Willingneſs fill to ſaffer för 
IEsus ſake. This, Brother, is ſuch Fruit, that grows 
on none but the Trees of Righteouſneſs," who are the 
Planting .of the Lox p, that He might be glorify ld. 
And your Heart's Defire to ſpeak and act for Chriff, 
in Things and Ways ſuperior than what you at pre- 
ſent do; is a Fruit that exceedingly delights your 
loving Lord: That He will call your Kindneſs.”- Yen, 
your Humilicy, Self. abaſement, and Lamentation for 
all your eee are precious Fruits of the 
Grace of Chriſt in you, "which are to your Lord's 
Glory and Joy. And perhaps the Lord in thewing 
you your Barrenneſs, and drawing out your Deſires | 
after Fruitfulneſs, is now ing you to bririg forth 
more Fruit than ever. atch and comply with the 
Motions of the Holy Spirit, when He ſtirs you up to 
ſpeak or act for Chriſt, in your proper Sphere. And 
ſo ſhall you inherit the Bleſſing, and be like a Tr 
that is planted iy thi: Rivers of Water, that bringath 
forth its Fruit in its Seaſon, — The Grace of Chriſt be 


"with # nh nk, In Him, with much Affection, 1 
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Hausa and very dear Si, 
- 4 AM glad that you. till rejoice in, 


- 8 1 — 


£ 1 4 


0 b Lie God 


for Foe Jzsvs, tho* you have none of Signifi- 


Fancy that you can call a Friend, Tis enough, ho- 
nour'd. Sir, beloved of the Lon p, that Chrift is your 


Friend, tho? all eſe ſhould fail you, and,no Mar care 


for your Soul. There is ſuch an infinite Fulneſs, ſuch 


an unſearchable Depth of Love and Grace, of Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Knowledge, of tender Care and Covenant- 


Faithfulneſs in your own Ford, Te 


Be Ek ie 
Eaſe in Trouble, or olate in 
4 your Friend, ua, Fa rG 
4 1 makes her His own. 
Chriſt's Boſom, pour out 


his dd, and, will 


iN 


your Tears, and his 
Myrrh far your Soul's Refreſhment, 
your Friend will be with you in Trg 
wall he bring you out of it. The W 


Pl Pony ? 


«i ay vou need 


liſery for 
No, S, 
5 s, and 
Lay your wear 
your 1 


Wipe away all 


is precious Lips, drop ſweet-ſmelling 


And as JEsus 
ble; So, well 


m and Kind- 


neſs, the Power and Faithfulneſs of the Lord your 


Friend, will over-rule the Want of F riendſhi ip in Aol 


tures, and all Unkindneffes and Diſappoimments you 
meet with from them, for your ſpecial Advantage, 


and caſt them all to his endleſs Praiſe, 


and your eter- 


nal Joy, into one entire Piece of bis infinite Friend- 


ſhip to you, as ſubſervient Means to that great End, 


your * Salvation and immortal Glory, — 


Good Reaſon then have. you to rejoice 
wes > 


in Tribulation, 
ca 
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to rejoice in the Lord ng and in every Thing to 
give Thanks. > > 1 3 — 


For mytelf, Sir, I may, 1 mut * The Lord is 
ſtill infinitely kind, merciful and gracious, to vile, 
ſinful, unworthy me. I e his dear 1 
to try me greatly, by mitting the Ship in Which 
v0 Kees He fand 3 ME ber Eng 75 to Pouch 8 
Sea, to the Loſs of his Life, ane of my H 
©his Return.“ But moſt ſurely, the Son of God Fr 
Been with me*in this biirning fiery Furnace, arid his 
ſweet” Preſence, at Times, hath locſed my Bands, and 
caus'd me to walk at Liberty, Heavy was the Stroke 
to my weak Nature; but glorious bath been the Dil. 
play of divine Power-in ſupporting me under it. 

g to love, hondùr and àdere, my chiding,. ſmir⸗ 
25 - 36ving G00 y Fbelisse he Goth al Things well, 
400 What 1 know Hot nb, T ſhall know hereafter. 1 
wait for the Light'of Glory, to open the My ſſteries 
of this dark Providence, and rejoice in Hop of. it, — 
O how faſt doth our dear Tobi gather his Lilies! We 
Had need work wbile it is Day, the Night cometh, in 
Which we can do no more for Chriſt in this World. 
Into the Arms of Ixsus, our Love, our Life, our 


Aki, © commir-you z ;His Grace be with Jour 5 
In lim, Pepi me to ſubſeribe, 


n 


*r we . Hure Sir, 
vac 13/3 30 
A 7585 
oy 1 75 a moſt obliged, and | > 
— 8 50 nM dal 11 umble daran, 5 
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LETTER IXI. rt 
To Mis. Hg 1d 


ah "RAI II Siber in Grip, = 
Y dear Ini Child, the Low - your. Aber 
foves you f. Eer Time hall i its Birth, his 
Heart was fix upon you. From ever Jo ever- 
laft ing, He is God : And from everlaſting t everlaſting 
is the Date of his Love. His Love to you, was:not-&f 
Yefterdoy.: The iteves Veſterday, is To- day, and will 
de. forever the ſame. A free, great, and unchangeable 
Love. An inſeperable, all overcoming, and all pro- 
dueing Love. Lie down and reſt. in 
O thou Beloved, thou highly favoured of the Loxp! 
For in the Love-of Gov, you have HIISBEIT: Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit, the "eycx-bjeſſed I AM, the 
infinite eternal Three in One, for your own Portion, 
your:preſent, and eternal AL |, Delight te tare: 
fore in the Log p: and HE ſpall give "Ihe e Defires 
of thine Heart. Return unto * 0 Reb: for "the Lon 
hath gealt bountifully with thee. The 4. God is 
your Sun and Shreld : Te will give: Grace and Glory 
220 mo good Th bing will He withols from you, that walk- 
ing by Faith in Chriſt, and Love to him, walk-4p- 
rig bily. Fr Ach, how bar ppy then are you now'! 
And how perfekt, how plotious ſhall you be hereafter! 
Eye hath 4 ſeen, nor Er heard, . — bath entre 
bs the Heart bf Mam, the Thin <obich'Gop: the Sa- 
viour bath ed for you; that wait for Him. 
Ohly be concera*d about glotifyin ng Gdp upon the 
_ Extth, to walk with him in Eobr, as his dear Child, 
thro' every changing Providence; and efpeciily 


White Health and Strength-laft: For ſoon you will be 


glorify 'd 


| 


— 


— —_——— 


== - 


fied thro* the Truth, until 


— l — ä - 
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glorify'd with the GOD of Love in Heaven. And 
his Ghry, and- your Joy, in what you do for his 
Honour now, will remain forever.—Unto the Heart 
and Arms of your «wn. Lord Feſits, I commit you, 
to be kept from the Evil of the World, and ſancti· 
you are loved Home, 
into that Fulneſs of joy and Bliſs which awaits you; 
in the perfect and endleſs Viſion of his Glory. +1 
hear you on my Heart before the Lord conti- 
nually. Ceaſe not to pray for me. who Rr 
CN ws | | 


Yours in the Lox forever, 


Ty | 7 Fe 2 r n 
35 very dear Brother in Grit, | 


Hope you ſtill live in the Boſom of Chriſt, in Pg 
Boſom of infinite Fulneſs. For withane) HIM, 
e can da nothing: We in ourſelves, without Influ- 
ende from Chriſt, are mere Weakneſs, and Empti- 


ness. And, good it is for us, to ſee our own No- 


thingneſs; which the Lord ſhews us in Times of 
faſpended Influence, that we may learn to give our 
Jz8vs the Glory of his infinite Fulneſs, when as the 
great Hegd of the Church, He filleth all in all, in us 
his little Members. Oh what Thanks ſhall we render 


to GD. for CyrisT; for this bis unſpeakable GiyT |! 


Oh where had all the Grace of the Church been, long 
e'er this, if it had not been in Union to the Church's 
Head, in whom all Fulneſs dwells! An immeaſur. 

| able, 
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able, inexhauſtible Fulneſs, to be communicated for 
the Supply of our every. Want, in all the Times of 
our Need! And an unſpeakable Privilege it is, that 
our Union to Chriſt our Life, cannot be broken. If 
any Thing could ſeperate us from Chriſt, we were 
miſerable. But, bleſſed be God! Neither Death, 

nor | Life, nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor Things 
preſent, nor Things to come, nor Height, nor Depth, 
nor. any other Creature ſpall be able to ſeperate us from 
the Love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
That ſame free, infinite, unchangeable Love, which | 
gave us CHRIST, ſecures Him to us as our own for- 
ever, as our preſent and eternal ALL! Let us rejoice 
then in our Portion. The Lox Dp is our Portion: 
and let us hope in Him. Ten Thouſand Changes, 
inward and outward, may paſs over 4s; but our 
Gop, our IxEsus changeth not. And all the Changes 
of Providence, by unchangeable Grace, do and ſhall 
work together for our Good, preſent and eternal.— 
Commit yourſelf therefore, my dear Brother, and 
all Things that concern you,' ines the Hands of. your 
own Lord Jeſus; and the End will be glorious. 


| rage: Greer be with you! Pray for dear Sir, e 
2 aur mo Hail Friend ond Servant. 
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1 LETTER Txt. 


"the EF ra 7 2 5 
Sympathize with. you in Jun Atfli The 
Lord make * patient and jayful in Tribal, 


non; knowing this, that he leads you by @ Tight 
Way, unto the Guy of Habitakine The Time af 
your Troubles is > bh but yous Reſt will be eternal 
While they abide, aſking fas. a fxcſh Supply -of the 
Spirit of , 7" labour to ſhew  farth the ſama 
Graces under your Sufferings, which ſhone glo- 
riouſly in Him, under his : That the Name of Chriſt 
may be glorified in you, and you in Him according 
to the Will of God and our Father. It is a low 
Day, now with the Churches, as to the Deeline of 
Love to the Brethren, and Zeal for the Glory of 
God ; and in many Places, Things are much out af 
Order. But foon our dear Lord, Ful ſet all Things 
right, and make Son's Wilderneſs like Eden, and her 
Deſert like the Garden of God, And Mlefſed is the? 
Servant, whom his Lord hath made Ruler over bis 
Houſoold, 10 give them their Meat in due Seaſon, 
- who ar his Cg ſhall be found ſo doing. They 
that continue with Chriſt in his Temptations, (in the 
Work he calls them — nn under all the Trials attend- | 
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wore Curſe: No more Sorrow, the Fruit of Sin. I 
confeſs, it is ſometimes an Eaſe to our Minds, 
when our Lord goes before us, to lead us from one 
Exerciſe to another. And when it's beſt for us, 


ſuch is his infinite Grace, that he gives us Reſt from 
Trouble, in Part and for a Time, and turns. our 
Sorrow into Joy.—The moſt that appears to me fo 
be a ſufficient Call to remove, when the Lord makts 
Way for it, is, The Diſorder which you hint, that 
is againſt your Conſcience. This, if it can't be 
rectified, ſeems to make your Removal neceſſary. 
As to my preſent Trial, Brother, in the Loſs of 
my dear 'Yokefellow, you may eaſily think, it is 
very great. But Glory be to God, my dear ſympa- 
thizing Jrsus, ſweetly ſupports and comforts me 
under it. My weak Nature hath been ſuſtained, and 
my Faith and Love, Hope and Patience, Humility 
and Meekneéſs, have been in ſome good Meafure 
maintained in Exerciſe. My Will, by Divine At- 
traction, hath ſweetly flow d into the Will of God in 
the preſent Diſpenſation;  bgljeving it 5, be for his 
Glory and my Advantage: Ye, inc frajl Nature, 
wedkned by m-dwellftg Sh, "pr to, think the 
Blow Bea vy, and at Fimes, "to Bok me in Grief ; 4 
my Spirit as renewed, ſtren N e ed, 15 ha 
Lord's Hand, hath reoice 


He is and will be T TX aha 
= ger 


his infinite Wiſh 
thro' Chriſt 8 ES 


Faithfulneſs, and, 
active  plo#t Fu Ta RO X 
loving — 


and upbeld in fy Soft 0 | 
— 8 
ſmites 2 


Glory'#o Gol, AN 
TW | ture, 


ture, and derving: 1 to ther Creator; Hath dan my 
Heart after it, and made me like the Trial and joy 
in it, as a Mean, to that bleſſed End. Yea, Bro- 
ther, I have ſometimes: thought, that if I might give 
Glory to God by the Trial, ſuch a Glory .as L. could 
ot otherwiſe have given bim; it was far, far better 
me, than to have been without. it. And J have 


been aſhamed of my Brutiſneſs, in thinking myſelf 
only ſmitten - and rt when I was rather fa 
vaur d and honour d, in being cajF'd hereby to ſuch 

a Piece of Dyty,. which is in Reality; my unſpeabable 
Privilege, Give Thanks and $3 ** me: The-good 
e Buſh, * with your 


Mill of Him that, dwelt in 
* en dear Sir, 

ur br Wr Friend and Ser want 0 
0 e 5 * our * Lord, 


— — 
þ 


| LETTER LAIV. 
Ny | 7 477 TO Mr. T 


IT ſometimes apt to be ariteed; - as Things fall 
out. But when I think, that God fulfills his ſure 
urpoſes, for bis Glory and his Peoples Good, by 
Thin &s which to us ſeem Contingencies, and thar He 
uts up your Way in one Place, opens it in 
another; my Spirit is at Reſt. Let it not grieve 
you, my -dear Brother. Look thro the Creatures, 
to the Lord's Hand; and then, no ſuppoſed Slight 
or Unkindneſs from them. which is but a Fruit of bis 
Eſteem of, and Kindneſs for .you, will be any. Of- 
fa or Grief of Heart to you. You will like 2 : 
cro 8 
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croſs Providences well, when you ſee them over-ruled 
by infinite Wiſdom and Grace, to meet in their de- 
ſigned Center, the Glory of God, and your, and 
others greateſt Advantage. We muſt believe now; 
we ſhall ſee e' erlong. Mean while, O for a meek 
and humble, a patient, Chrift-like Spirit! Trials do 
us no Harm, nor will much affi# us, if we are 
enabled to behave well under them. 'But if © we 
fooliſhly look of from the ſupreme Hand of God 
yr unto Creatures, and our Spirits fret and 
e at Inſtruments, that wounds us - inſtantly, and 
weakens our Hands exceedingly. In Patience let us 
poſſeſs our Souls; and we ſhall ſee that our all-wiſe 
and all gracious Lord, hath done, doth and will do 
all T bings well. Moſt ſurely, Every Man diſguieteib 
himſelf in vain; God's Counſel hal ſtand, and He 
will do all bis Pleaſure: Would we have Things go 
otherwiſe than well? Any better than beſt of all? 
And thus all Things 1 go for us in Chriſt, for 
us who are the Belight, the Care and Charge of 
Prince Emanuel: Upon whoſe mighty Shoulder, the 
whole Weight of Government is devolved by bis 
and our Father, — With a Heart brimful of ſym- 
57855 Love and flowing Compaſſion, I am, 
r Sir, a 


Yours ferener in our precious Lord, 


. * 4 N 4 g 
| 27 13314 3 
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IE 7 T ER ERV. 
To Mr. B- . 


Dear Sir, 


Hop e you ſtill go on your Way rejoicing, in Wi ö 
1770 your Lover, the once ſlain, the now reigr- 
8 Lans: Who hath deliver'd you: as, a lawful 
Captive, from the Law and Fuſtice of God, by giv- 
ingchis ewn Life, for your Ranſom ; and took you by 
the amnipotent Arm of his infinite Grace, as as the 
Prey of the Terrible, out of the Jays and 3 of the 
dev ouring Lion: And that conſtrain 'd by the Love of 
Gor * you, 88 Mr Him, who. died fer. Zou; and 
er - 6 6 ir, covet to ſhew. more and 
ore Gally, „ b 5 anner of holy. Converſation, how 
worthy You 1 53 the 15 AM B, of your Love, your 
Life, your Soul, your All! For imoſt ſurely, you are 
deeply in Deb! to his Knowledge: Paſſing Love! — 1 
remember you before the Lord, pray. for your Soul's 
8 efity and for the Reward of your Service for 
C Ys #6) His. And from the Prince of Grace, 
you mall receive your own Reward, according to 
r own Labour, when He comes in his Glory, to 
22 his Saints with Him: To give unto them 
who by patient Continuance in well-doing, ſeek for 
Glory; "Honour and Immortality, eternal Life. — The 
Eord _ you blameleſs, unfil he ſhall preſent 
you Fault lefs before the Preſence of bis Glory with ex- 
erding Jo. 80 prays, dear Sir, 3 


ee obiged Friend and Servant, 


* K 


; —̃ — —— — 


* g 1 Py PERS. 
* — 99 . 1 6 - 4 . ' 
. 2 p 1 \ ! ' £ = L * Y 
N , - Ba þ : 
9 - 
1 \ of _ 
" de * * -- " - . o 
7 EK + 7, = — © © . , S2 
#771 WOT  .S + Aat ved > % $4 # us \ * - 
k 4 . 7 S * ”- — 8 4 * : 
? = 4. 14 WY -_ 9 0 - 


[ 221 ] 
LETTER LXVI. 
To Mr. 7.5. 


My dear Brother, 


OME Scriptures were ſweet and precious to me 
8 this Week, and made me hope that the Lord 
will appear for us.—O that we may meekly and 
humbly wait, to ſee what God will do; and look 
upon oppoſing Creatures, as Inſtruments of Trial, 
in the Hand of our All-wiſe Refiner, and moſt gra- 
cious Father! If we converſe in Faith, with God the 
great Agent, our Spirits will not riſe againſt, nor fret 
at Iuſtruments. The Lord will do all his Pleaſure; if 
He will work, who ſhall let it? Oppoſition ſhall fall 
before him, and ſerve as a Foil, to ſet off the Glory 
of his omnipotent Arm, I am apt to think ſomęe- 
what extraordinary, is to follow ſo much Oppoſi- 
tion; and J hope it will be for the Lord's Glory, in 
Merey to the Church, and for our Joy. O that we 
may'nt be aſhamed of our Hope! The Lord calls 
you and me, my Brother, to be very meek and 
lowly in Heart. We han't deſerved any Comfort 
in, or Favour from any Creature; but that they 
ſhould be againſt us on every Side. Let us give the 
Cheek to Him that ſmiteth, and bear the Rebukes of 
the Lord, becauſe we have /inned againſt him. For 
ſurely, when he hath tried us, we ſhall come forth as 
Gold. In no wiſe let us avenge ourſelves, nor take 
our Cauſe out of the Lord's Hand, who will plead 
it. Let us fand ftill, and ſee the Salvation F tbe 
LorD with us. We need not fight, if God will 
fight for us. Let us be dumb with Silence, under 
every Trial, becauſe the Lord doth it. If we meekly 


ſubmit, 
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ſubmit, patiently, endure, and quietly wait; what- 
ever be the Event, our Lord will have the Glory, 


and we the Joy of- all our Exerciſes.— The Grace he 
Chrift be with your Spirit! I ſubſcribe, 


Yours forever in our precious Lord, 


— 2 * . i 


LETTER LXVII. 
»h dear Sifter iu e : 


Bleſs my own good Gop, that Ly am, hitherto ſup- 
ported, tho? often under much Weakneſs of Body, 
and F rials. 15 Providence. O hleſſed be Gob foi 
CHRIST, / his #%/peakable Gift! And for all Things 
given with Him freely! All Things, my dear Siſter, 
are eaurs. Life, or Death, Joys, or Sorrows, Thing. 
preſent, or Things 10 come. All flow down , 
frem the Heart - Love of God the Father, thro the 
Redeemer's precious Merit, and by his Holy Spirit, 
as ſo many Bleſings. Let us love and bleſs our Gop 
in all. Many are the Trials that have attended yoy, 
my dear Siller. But I doubt not you can ſay, Hi- 
therio bath the Lok D. helped. And even to your old 
Age; and to Hear Hairs wall He bear and carry you. 
Exen H chat hath berne and carried you from your 
| Zeuth, will Rill ſuſtain, defend pre deliver you; 
will dear you ſafe. thro* every Danger, and Above 
every Enemy, as on Eagles HMings, until He hath | 
brought: you to Himſolf in Glory. Wherefore, come - 
4p From the Wilderneſs,. leaning upon your Beloved.— 
Wang the Supports of. his Arm, the blen his 
om, 
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Boſom, and the Shines of his Face; to the Glory of 
God by yu, and to your Glory in and with Hime 
1 commit you to the Loup, on whom you*have 
believed ; and with much Affection, wad dear Siſter, 
Tm 


Yours forever in our own | 
Moſt precious Lord Jeſut, 


- ©, Rt. 


LETTER LXVII. 
To Mr, W——y. 


Dear Sir, IE | Ta % 0 „** 


I Hope you, and the deer Lambs of Crip: wich you, 
proſper : That the Loxp our great Shepherd, 
makes you to lie down in green Paſtures, beſide the 
till Waters. O how well is it for us, that J=svs our 
Shepherd, hath the Care of his whole Flock! Fhat 
He feeds, reſtores and defend them | How fafe are 
we, intereſted in his gracious Heart, and under the 
Guidance and Protection of his Alk-wife and Al- 
mighty Hand! The Lon D liverh ;\ und bleſſad be dur 
Rack, and let the Gon of our Salvation be. exalted; 
And the Care of Chriſt over his own, his Kindneſs) 
to them, and their un ble Privilege 3 
as their Feeder, Leader and Defender, are moſt e 
in Times of Need: and Danger. When Wants are 

greatefs.; Supplies from Him, in whom. all "Fumneſo + 
dwells, are neareſt. The Love pf Chriſt's Eaurt, en» 
ga geth the Bounties of his Hand. We ſhall not fa- | 
miſh and die for Want of Foo, 40 long as ss 
Ne 9 8570 Se Nimſelf 0 Doath;. to ö 


I 
| 
| 
L 


will be the Finiſher of our, Fuitb. And under this 


* 
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and will lead us continually into this green Paſture. 
And when the Wolf cometh, tho? Hirelings may fee, - 
becauſe they are Hirelings, and care not for the 


Sheep; yet the good Shepherd, whoſe own the Sheep 


are, putreth Himſelf between them and Danger. — 
Let-us then, my dear Brother, as the Sheep of the 
Loxp's Paſture, attentively liſten unto his Voice, 
and go on ſtill to follow Him: For unto us He gives 
eternal Liſe, and we ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall 

y pluck us out of bis Hand. — The Grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ” wit your Spire 7 In Him, 
dear Sir, I am, 


Your Jimeere Friend and Servant, 


—— 
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LETTER: IXIX. 
re Mr. Frm. 


© Page: Sir, N 


FOreettin IF Things FOI are ; behind, pref for- 
<vard-towards the Mark, for ibe Prize of the bigh 


Calling of God in Cbriſt Feſus. Which is perfect Ho- 


lineſs, and endleſs Glory. Follow. onto know Chrift, 
the Pore F bis Reſurrettion, and the Fellowſhip of 
bis: Sufferings,” more and more in your own -Soul 
daily. Dread nothing ſo much as carnal Security, 
and a Thigh: that you have already attained. Let 
us bleſs God, chat He hath begun his good Wark in 
aur Souls, add be Confident | of this very Thing, that 
He will perform it. That Hie that was the Author, 


n of pc Cruse, and Cove- 
> nant- 


; OF, OWN. 
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nant · Faithfulneſs, let us be diligent in every Duly, 
in the Uſe of all thoſe appointed A ce! TI 
rombe'd Grace is to be communicat ewe, 

: tains and increaſe - our Dirituel T on 5 eh | 
to its Fulne and Perf ian. in Life eternal. Ve- 
rily, The Gop of Jacob, hath not ſaid. unto the 
Seed of Jacob, Seek ye Me in vain. We are his Wil- 
neſſes, That when we draw nigb ia Gad, in Prayer, 
in Reading, in Meditation, in ie his Word, Sc. 
He draws nigh unto us; and pours upon us the pto- 
mis'd Bleſſing. Oh happy, thrice happy, are the 
Souls, that early, and earneſtly, Seek God! They 

ſhall ind Him in peculiar Favour : Their Hearts hall 
live, and their Souls ſhall be ſatisfy'd as with Marrow 
and Fatneſs, — It was the Saying of a dear Servant 
of Chriſt, a cloſe Walker with God, who was bleſt 
with ſpecial Intimacy with Him: Oh, Little do we 
think, what Faith, and faithful Seeking, ber 
* light of, on this Side Eternity '— Verily, we hay 

great Cauſe to lament our ſpiritual Lazine/s, If we 
follow'd hard after God in the Way of Duty; He, 
would ſatisfy us early with his Mercy. If we bearkned 
unto bis 8 3 He would ſabdue our ES 
mies before us, andggxiend Peace unto. us, like a River. 
— But Ah! we grieve. tbe Holy Spirit of Gods and 
provoke. Him to withdraw his ſanctifying, Erengths. 
ning, comforting Iafluenpes from us. And tho! the) 

bleſſed Comforter, in his infinite Grace, will abide 
With us forever, and return tis uf again uiib Mer- 
cies.; Yet. have we great Reaſon ta lament the Diſho- 
ncur that we bring to God, and the:hnjury we d tg. 
Souls, by our Sn, and Faliy, of::c@rele/s 
Walking. — Oh may the Lord humbleus deeply, fer 
all our Heart, Lip, and Life-Depagtings ftom lima 


"_ 4 uncut from: att e 
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Blond F Ghrift'; And grant us. more Grace, to love 
and fear Lim, 40 /erve Him in good Earneſt, as the | 
Living Go Whole, Being · and Dominion. is .permas 
nent, whoſe Honour og us, ſhould be perpetual, 
and in whoſe Favour is all our Life, both prefent and 
eternal! — The Grace of Chrift be with * A b 
Wen dear Sir, I am 


Tour  affetionate Friend a Servant, 1 voids 
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My FRY in Chrif, 
| 220-5 that you richly experience, your own Lord 


— — — — 


Jeſus, to be unto you, a Soul-ſatisfying ALL. — 
The little Croſſes we meet with in the Creatures, are 
the Bitters which our. dear Lord puts upon thoſe 
Breaſts, to wean d from Creatute-Enjoyments: That 
He- may richly feaſt our weaned Souls, with his own 
immenſe Sweetneſs, his All- ſatisbying, and infinite 
Fulneſs! We have infinitely enough in Hinge. 
And one ChAIsT, in whom all tbe Fulneſs  of- ! 
GovHzan 'toells, may well be enough to ſupply all 
our Watts, and fatisfy all our Deſires, thro' Time 
art r roity! TY; ſacb is our Aptneſs, the 
ſmfül Propenſe bf Bur eortupt Naturk, to forſale gur 
Wales, dd Huſband, ant gd afner otber-Loversz that 
in ibs WiHdotn; He oft fees it meet; to hedge up 
our e Thorn, and to make 4 Wall, that we 
Jud d Farbe And linnnite Merey tous 


mity ho 
i e When bal — i . 
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go and return to my rf Huſßand, for hows wal it bet. 
tr with me than now. To: be prevented from Sun, 
from inordinate Lowe tb feste anities, un 
brought do Gov, the Sum“ und Subſtabte off all: bur 
Bliſs, of Happineſs unſpeakable,” of *Glory | erernaly 
altho" it be by the moſt grieving: Things; how Rin 
are ſuch thorny Providences ! What great Bleſings are 
they made to us! And how greatly ſhould we 51/5 
our. good God, our merciful Father, for all his Cha- 
niſements ! Tho? none of them for the preſent, ſeem 
to be jeyous, but - grievens-z--Since, afterward, they 
yield the peaceable Fruit of Righteouſneſs, unto us which 
are exerciſed thereby! —— Wiſhing the beſt of Bleſ- 
ſings on you and yours, I am, my dear Siſter, 


Your moſt oblig kt Fried and Servant, 


A G N 3 , " by * en ©. 4 F * * ; _ ak . 8 
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+ Ay. dear Brother is Chriſt, . © 


Heartily thank you for your laſt 1 Lind and ſympa: 
 thizing Letter, -— which it appears that you 1 60 
a- Part with me in my great Trial. Your Labour 


Love, to comfort me, ſhall: not be in vai 

Lord. I bleſs his great Name, that your BE 

granted, in chat hitherto,; abe ö eng of 

been made 'perfetf.in m HH gal. Id f rting D 
Godin the Fires, — to think 


under r me in 
helping me 0 

ad ſpeak well of Him; yea, A to thank and 

_ ä Lion chow 2 


_ 3 
" he Gifts of infinite Love to me, thro' the bleed 
ing Lamb, , Ad ſhall I not receive. them humbly 
bl thankfully Vea, when the Power of Chriſt-refis 
upou Mts. 1 4a, I ſhell, but if left, at any Time in any 
Meaſure, to my own Weakngſs, 1 find how greet it. is, 
that without Chriſt, I can do nothing ; Nothing chat is 

J. nothing but Evil. And even loch partial 
ithdraws of divine Influence, are good for us, to 
ſhew vs more of our own Inſufficiency, and of the Need 
we have of conſtant Dependance upon Chriſt, - and 
his All-tuficiency,. Yea, the Lord makes ſuch Sea- 
„precious Opportunities, in which he — — | 
ore pf his infinite Grace, and boundleſs Co 
towards us in, our Weakneſs and Miſeries, and — 
eth us thereby to give him the Glory of his Strength, 
and tender Mercies; when, after we have 22 a 
while, . be-dorh, Perfect, eftabliſh, ftirengthen and ſeitle 
us. Howbeit, whenever we feel any Withdraw of 
divine Influence, let us uſe our utmoſt Diligence, to 
ſeck its Return, that our Lord may be glorify'd in 
us, While, we are ſtrengthened by Him, to do all 
Things for his Honour : And =, Souls that love 
Chriſt, this, will be their chief Joy, when — are 
help'd. to do. any Thing for his Glory. 

Great is the Lord's Lioving-kindneſs to you, my 
Brother, in that be hath deliver d you from the Do- 
minion of the Law, from working for Life; and put 
Jou. under the Dommon of Grace, where you receive 

fe, gteroal Life by Faith, thro' the Law-fulfilling 
[Kightrpuſnel of Onriſt, as the free Gift of God 
And. N good hath he been in helping you in ſuch 
a great Meaſure, to live a Life of Faith on the Son of | 
. God, when, you han't the Joys of fpiritual Senſe? 1 
AM glad the Lord hath thewn Led that ſruſting, 
e Naying upon Bun, when! you walk-in nn. 

Ae an 


lovely 1 
- defirable; and 


fed Reſolution i, to reſt. to reh 
ruſt iu hin, tho he ſhould foay it; 
71 N | 


Z 
: 
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and han't the Light of ſenſible Influence and fall 
Aſſurance, is trae Faith - And that he was pleas'd to 
make my poor Letter, ſweet and uſeful, and ſeaſon- 
able to you, tho".it was fo long detained from you: 
beyond the Time deſigned. To the God of all 
Grace, our own God in Chrift, be all the Praiſe 
Great: hath been the Lord's Goodneſs towards yon, 
in that he hath led you into the great, Soul com- 
_— and TAY Dottrines of the glorious 
Goſpel. | 
And fear not, * Leſt the Gifts the Lord hath be- 
© ſtow d on you, ſhould be but usſandtiß d ones, like 
Balaam's: Since from the Knowledge you have had 
of Chriſt by the Doctrines of the Goſpel; you have 
been A to venture on, and truſt in, the great 
Saviour, for your own Salvation. This is an Evi- 
dence, that your Knowledge of Gofpel Truths, is 


ſanctify'd and bleſt of God as a Means of your Faith 


in Chriſt, unto your endleſs Life by him. Balaam, 


or any unregenerate Soul, was never thus wrought 


on, was never brought by their Notions of Chriſt and 
Salvation by Him, to ſee a Beauty in the Saviour, 
and in the Whole of his Salvation, nor to venture 


their Souls upon him for it, nor truſt in him for 


themſelves, The diſtinguiſhing Mark of ſaving 
Knowledge, is this: It wnites the Heart to the ObjeBZ 
known. So that while the Soul ſees Feſus, as the on- 
ly and All- ſufficient Saviour, He appears altogether 
in its Eye, exceeding ſuitable to its Caſe and 
precious to the Heart.  Forfaking all 
uber Obje&s, or ſuppoſed Ways of Salvation, the 
Soul cleaves unto Chriſt alone. Arid whatever Fears | 
the Soul may have, as to irs own Salvation, yet its 


Chi, and 
-if-it ſhould 


periſh, 


; ” 450 1 
ill er at tlie Feet of his rich, free; W 
untd Him alone, YA the We — 
of 44s. whenever it is thus 
55 15 Soul! 1 5 A fanBiify'd, ſaving Knowfelge c 
Goſpel of. Chriſt, it hath faving Faith in the 
ord d ithe Saviour, and ſhall never be aſhamed” : 
| en World without End; but Javed" in the 
Lorp, with an everla ting Saluatios. 
„As to the Cauſe your Fear, That yen ate e 
f nerally more enlarged in Family Duty, than'in fe. 
© cret; Fray 0 This is not N 5 to prove, that 
vour Knowledge of the Goſpel, is not for yourſelf, 
bot for athers 0 . For the 1 Lord may "re yo on 
more of the Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, when you p 
with others, for their Comfort, and not far theirs 
ly, hut for your own. alſo, to encourage you to that 
Duty. oh the Lord uſually, gives this Miniſters 5 
Enlargement i in publick Ord ances: than in private 
Duties; not merely, that thereby they might de uſe - 
ful to others, but alſo, for their om Souls Advantage. 
Becauſe he 55. tbe. Gates of Sion, more than all ib 
N Jacob: 1. E. Delights to diſplay more 
Wa eee Grace in Thorch-Alkembiles, than in 
APE Families. — And as Diſtraction of Spirit, 
and Wandrings in ſecret Prayer, are the Grief of your 
Soul, and you labour againſt them; it ſhews, that 
there is a Principle of Love to 1 in ow Heart, which 
being. k ROY N24] gur his Loving Kind. 
refs. 10.1 opt of his Son, ee to fix, up 5] him, 
and have 227 7 ommuion with him both in Piaf 
47. 5 : Ang Oo your Knowled) ts e {hill Appear 3 
be. /aving,. and Sou attrafting: .. om 5 17 7 
ber, ferget tbe Things that are | | 
ward after greater Intima with 
Shs and ſeck again, till y 


0 


periſh it. will 
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vereign 
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60 Es Jars 
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1 
et, and thence- ou ith. you. into private 
fox 7 7775 Worſhip; . Inaſmyc PER th "bis Hg Gur” and 
Y, are. greatly "oncer en. Wh er res 
. La w he Working: if 9% yl eee 
tue: Lat not theſe ſhake your N Mind pie pe i 
Halingſi. For if there was not a holy Printi le 1 
your, Heart, the inward Workings of Sin, ele not 
be lol hem and painful to you. It is the neu Nati 
. pelt Soul, . given you from Chriſt your holy H 
teſſiog 2 after .an. increaſing Conformity” 5 his 
N when it meets with Oppoſition from y 1 0 
cerrupt Nature, makes you grone out your Miſcties, 
with an O wretched Man that Tam! And the Pather 
of. Mercies, who- hath 8 you, Salyarioh oi the 
nels, 


24990170 1431 


uato endleſs Glory, [Y.. 
d doubt not 80 in bey tent letz z 
FL 10 your. Ericf: & 10 5 fc peri om Pievats iſ 


of Sin. For when Gd ſet your Fea 5707 755 bim, 
gave you Faith in him and Dove to him, Le then 
made. you a-holy Man unto Him; He gave you a Deſire 


eh icate - ourſelf in Heart and Life to his Gloty, 
. 10 Him that had 2d for Jo you, and rdje « 71 
And. Niese there is a Print ple” oof * Grace and 


lineſs implanted in any Man, it is a certain 7 
Truth, in and by the Goſpel of Chriſt, That” that 
Man grows in Grace and Holineſs.” Tho''freqvently, 
a holy Man's Judgment, is ſo im with the 
| Miſts a and Fog J of Sin, that "tie pan 8 0 ern * 
q 19 . — If he don Pio fe Ae 
in. Love and Joy at Times, Be mia 5 ; 100 rl 
er! into G 


gros more dowirward,” Ke debpe et 
by. aith, N ineręaſ- Cn Nuit And by his 
iter lh 5 


, th Fe is ir for S0 
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neſs, for W 0 
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were with Indignation, with 70 


that horrid gabe 


Ackings of our 3 which ee under a ſad Decay, 


ſerving the Lord : I hich is gn wi be much. for his 
Huntir and our Advit, He 1 gow, ad in the 


Ne 


ton will 7 i 


and the more frog, oy Reſiſtance i ls, Oh 
appears to be in the ren;: So the 

to God in the Heart, 71 refift the 5 - 
which like a 
#reatty the Rense T's the mor 
boly the Heart grows. If our Indignation.. 
Sin, grows J? #, and thp<tiall re if Kong, 
ance is more uſual than formerly, 80 more fn Tr 
as it were, our inherent Hotneſs increnetb. — But if 
there is much Sin, and but /itile Refiſtance, our Caſe 
is bad; we are lukewarm, neither cold nor bot. And 
ſack a Te of Mind, our Erd Bates ; Ad Goth 
then call us jo an eſpecial. Manner, to be watchful, 
and in the Uſe of all the of Grace, to ſtrengthen 
the Things which remain, that are frady to die: Fh 


upon it; and the 


thro* the Workings 
to be fervent in Fri, 


Sin. 
(or, Hiſhng-bot 


exhorted we are, 
far God) 
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qutzints* me with” your Caſe: That Jou ate 
athing. after Chriſt, an Intereſt in his Blood atid 
ighteoufnets;” and Communion with him, unto 
onformi him: And fo, my dear tele Chil: 
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any or Mersin efs 95 
1 on, for preſent or futurè: And 
rich Abundance, for the S ,. 
and the Fill of all your: 7 ih xo Zxu 
of Grace, a mare-than-enough,: to yu 8 
and endleſs. Solace, and to the args 8: 5: piefn 
endleſs Praiſe. —And tho my Ay 12 Boas may 
be, oppreft with Fear, leſt Chriſt an jon, 
ſhould not be for ou : Yet conſider what he fad (0; 
the ! ot Samaria, 

' John';. I 450 kiewsft "the Gift of God, and 
__ i 1 har 7 faith unto thee, Give me to drink; thou 


have — and * would bave — thee e living 


The Water 7 here: ſſ oh, is to be un- 
derſtood of the 7 hn £ e Fpirit of Grace, 
who is given to, 2 2 in the Veſſels af Mercy; 
to prepare them for, and fill them with Glory, or as 
the immediate Efficient, and Spring of al} Grace in 
them, unto all Glory : As Ver. 14. Hhefteuer dpink- 
ell of. the Hater. that 1. ſhall give bim, ſhall; never 
thirft «but. the Water. that Iba ide bim, - b 
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that are Nelpleſs and hopeleſs in chene Vea, Sfr 
vont, as yen ſee your Tiſerab]s Condition, ancd a 
athis for Chriſt's Salvation. There? s Life in Cheri: 
for peu, of: Juſtification, of Sanctification, of Confo? 
lation and of Glorification; a Futneſs; an Im 5 
ſityt a Eternity 6f Life :: Whence You tray” take | 
your Fill, without Fear gf Want or Waſte, thre? 
Time with alt its Changes, and untò endleſs Ages: 
Wiſdom bath furniſhed ber Table, ſhi bath ſent ot 1 
Maidens, hef Miniſters, and Joly: and fcedy”: 
are you invited by the Goſpel, to come, with tlie 
All of ybür Wants and Miſcries" td af Al: Things 
made ready for yu in Chriſt by the Farher of Mer 
cies, for your full Supply and endleſs Solace. 0 
come, dear Souls, come in to Chriſt, this Zou 


fe of 
Store; you ſhall be no more bold than welcome. 


Why tand ye without, ſtarving wich Hunger,” when 
thers is Bread envighb and to pure in Tour? Father's” 
Howft ? And eſpecially, ſince your coming in 0 Par 
take of all, will be the Joy of the whole Family; et 
God the Father, Son and Spirit, and of Saints and 
Angels? Remember, that in your coming to Chriſt, * 
you don't come aninvited; and therefore ſhan't-be / 
unwelcome © Yea, yo don't come: without 1 C. 
mand ; for this is the Command of Gd th che Colpo 
given "you as. periſhing Sinners, Tat 50h” belitur 2 
be Nume of bit Sen Jeſis Chriſt; for All Life and Sab 
vation. And chetetore, your coming udunto Cbriſt, i. 
Obedience; J and ſuch ary Obechener „ that of al ber 
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ful to you, in chat Betieving bn Be Sen of Cod, you 
mall have Life ibro bis Name. 
And, ſince Chriſt the Saviour, having all Fulnefs 
of Life: and Glory in him, for vile; dyin Men, & 
che Gi your being 


ft of God : 'Fear not 
unwelcome; hedauſe of your N 
might fear, y 


tion was. of Forks, you ir of 
obraining it. Bur the he Gofool eels * fl Sele 
tion ia Chriſt, for the chief of Sinners, thie is al 0) 

Grace, of free Gift; and therefore your Unworthi- 


neſs, is w Bay in your Way. The Grace of Chrift, 
and of God thro? him; is prepar*d on Purp 


ofe fot the 
unworthy. Aud the more ##wortby Souls are when 
they come to Chriſt, the mote Free Grate, will glo- 
rifp is excerding Richer in their Salvation - And 
with the greareſt Deatight, will Free 8 ſaye the 
moſt merry, from: the deepeſt Miſery, to the 
higheſt Glory. Since Chriſt; and Life i in him, is the 
Gift of God, receive him, and all Salvation in and 
with Rim, as-/uch.. Come, my dear Friends, come to 
Chriſt, to de Liſe-· Receivers, Grace Receivers, and 
not Earnem of Salvation. Siriee eternal Life it the 
bf God, thro Nur Chris our Lord: What can 
be fer Freer than Gifs? O come as wiviced, cone 
as communded, as the molt vile; _ Sinners, a 
te receive: Criſt and his Salvation” freely the Gif 
of God, For the God of aH Grate, voy Ag give li 
Latif: yen, delights 66 give Me Gov, dceording: 1s 
bis own: iagmenſe Rithes of Grice, for yout fulf 
Supply, arid Rid endle(y 
of Chriſt, iti Kis ** 


Agia, fitice the Kibwltdge 
ffs ad Fuge muſt precede th „ 
Aim" as. the 2h SeviveR': Adord Ee be 
wie matte ent d bes- — that yoo night ea 
0? 


oft 
* Salva. 


[ 247 7] 
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Heads, and rejoice in Hope of the Glory of God. Open 
your Mouth wide, extend your Deſires to the utmoſt, 
and ſend up your Cries for all the Grace and Glory 
your Souls long after ; for they are to be filled, from 

an infinite Abundance, to an endleſs Space; partially 

and initially here, -and completely and totally here- 

after. The compaſſionate Jzsvs, don't work upon 

your Hearts to breathe after him, and the Whole of 

his Salvation, to aft of him living Water; to let you 
die for Want, and periſh at his Feet. No, dear 
Souls, Chriſt in all his Fulneſs is prepar'd for you ; 
and you in your diſcerned Emptineſs are prepar'd for 
bim; and what ſhall hinder your rich Supply, from 

this full, free Fountain, this boundleſs, endleſs Ocean? 

Since Chriſt ſays, I Will give unto him that is athirſt, 

of the Fountain of the Water of Life freely: Not Sin, 
nor Men, nor Devils ſhall gainſay his ſaving Word, 
ſo as to make it null and void, unto any of the 
Heirs of Salvation, unto any one Soul, that thirſting 
for Chriſt and all his Grace here, unto endleſs Glory 
with him hereafter, ats of bim this living Mater. 
No, Chriſt's Word ſhall tand, and all Oppoſition 
Thall fall before it. As is manifeſt in general, by the 
many Teſtimonies: of his exceeding great and pre- 
cious Promiſes, and by this his Declaration of Grace, 
made to the Woman of Samaria, whoſe Heart he was 
going to draw to himſelf, ſne being a Veſſel of 
Mercy, in order to fill her with Glory: F #hou 


vw 


"kneweft" the Gift of God, and who it is that ſaith unto 
"thee, Give me to drink, tbon wouldſt have aſked of 
Him, and he would have given ibee living Water.— To 
- Chriſt the great Saviour, then, my dear Friends, I 
commit you; whoſe Grace and Mercy, whoſe Truth 
and Faithfulneſs bind him to fave every poor, needy 
Sinnet, that '2/es *bf bim living Water, that 1 to 
TY CAT gf © a 
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him for all Salvation. And, That the God of our. 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Father of. Glory, may give 
unto you the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in the. 
Knowledge of Him: Whom to know is Life eternal: 
is the ſincere Deſire of, my dear Friends, 


Yours in the Bowels of Chriſt, 


* 
— — —— 


LETTER LXXIII. 


On the gracious Dealings of Chxisr with weak and 
languiſhing * from Jſa. 42. 3. 


Dear Sir, 


OUR kind Letter I receiv'd, and embrace the 
firſt Opportunity to anſwer it. I am glad you 
ſee yourſelf to be a poor, vile, polluted Sinner, and 
long to be of the Number of Chriſt's People. That 
you ſee their Excellency, their Jewel-Brightneſs, as 
having the Image and Beauty of Chriſt, that Pearl of 
great Price, enſtampt upon them ; and earneſtly de- 
fire, by free, rich, ſovereign Grace, to be put among 
*thefe happy Children of God. By what you expreſs 

of the Preciouſneſs of Chriſt, and of his People, as 
bearing his Image, and of your Deſire to be by Com 
of that bleſſed Number; it appears, that zbvu alſo art 
one of them, for thy Speech bewrayeth thee. If you 
have ſeen yourſelf,. dear Sir, to be quite undone by 
Sin, and have no Hope of Salvation by any Thing 
that you can do; if you have ſeen ſo much of the in- 
finite Beauty, and trauſcendent Excellency of Chriſt, 
as the only and All ſufficient Saviour, ta laye you 
H h'2 from 
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from all Sin and Miſery, unto all Holineſs and Glory, 
580 attracts your Heart after bim, and makes him 
pear altogether lovely in your Eye, and the «biefeft 

of 7 en Thouſand to your Soul: Then is Chrift precious 
unto you; and if Chriſt is precious unto you; you are 
a Believer in him. For, unto them which believe, HE 
is Precious, 1 Pet. 2. 7. And as a Believer in Chriſt, 
you are one of his Jewels, one of his Saints, thoſe 
excellent Ones, in whom is all his Delight, here in 
Grace; and ſhall appear to be bis in that Day, when 

| he makes up bis Jewels in Glory, Hence it is, be- 
cauſe you are the Lord's, that you ſee the Lord's 
_ Glory, and the Glory of the Lord's People, fo as to 
make Chriſt and his, precious to your Soul. Behold, 
faith the Apoſtle -Jobn, what. Manner of Love the Fa- 


ther hath. beſtowed upon us, that wwe ſhould de called the 


3 Sons of God! Therefore the World knoweth us not, Be- 


cauſe it knew him not, 1 John 3. 1. O dear Sir, if 
you was one of the World, you would not thus 
know Chriſt and his People, vou would not thus 
have ſeen an Heart. attracting — in them. We 
know (faith the Apoſtle) that we baue paſſed from 
Death unto Life, becauſe we love the Brethren, Ver. 
14. Moſt ſurely, the Saints are your own Company, 
Acts 4. 23. They are your preſent, and ſhall be 
. your everlaſting Companions, And the Lord, the 

everlaſting God, Father, Son and Spirit, in: Chriſt 
che anointed, Saviour, 1s „ Lot. And 
What can your Soul. deſire mare? Is Gbriſt yours : All 
Is yours { Mt Fulneſs. dwells in him, to ſupply you in 
5 i your Emptineſs. And tho yau was the very 
pl Soul that belongs to him, the greateſt Feakling 
in Grace, that ever. Was, the — Jeſus 
will not 40 * you. by nigeingeee go, until 
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he has made you per 


perfet?, For well thoſe precious 
Words ſuit you, which you long to have open'd and 
explain'd to you, 1 

I Iſa. 42. 3. A bruiſed Reed fhall be not break: and 
the ſmoking Flax ſhall he not quench : He fhall bring 
forth Fudgment unto Truth. Theſe Words, dear Sir, 
to do your Soul gaod, can be opened and explain'd 
to you by none but him, unto whom the Logy 
God hath given the Tongue of the Learned. Unto bim 
therefore look, for the Anſwer of your Deſire My 
weak Thoughts, of theſe great and glorious 
Words, you may -pleaſe to take thus: _ 

A bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break : and the ſmoking 
Flax ſhall be not quench : He ſhall bring forth Judg- 
ment unto Truth. Theſe Words are a great and pre- 
cious Promiſe of God the Father, concerning his 
great and glorious Son, and his great and glorious 
Work in the Salvation of Sinners. And they are the 
very Expreſſion of the Father's Heart, glorying, and 
rejoycing in his Son, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, as the 
Contrivance of his infinite Wiſdom, and the Provi- 
ſion of his infinite Grace for the Salvation of loſt Sin- 

ners. Bebold (fays the Father) my Servant whom 1 


uphold, mine Elect in whom my Soul delighteth: I have © 


put my Spirit upon bim, be ſhall bring forth Judgment 
140 the Gentiles, Ver. 1. Look, as if the Lord 
< ſhould ſay, you poor Gentile-Sinners, that are afar 
* off, that are Strangers to the Covenants of Promiſe, 
and the Privileges of my profeſſing People the 
Fes: See, you that were without God, and with- 
out Hope, here's a Saviour provided for you, I 
have thought upon you in all my great Grace: The 
* Gentiles ſhall be Fellow-Heirs, and Partakers of 
my Promiſe in Chrift by the Goſpel. Behold -my Ser- 
* vant — Whom | have called to the Work a your 

„ | alva- 


— 
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Salvation. Whom 7 uphold, — he hall not fail nor 
ge diſtourag d, but go thro* with it. Mine Elect 
« in whom my Soul deligbtetb: I have choſen ſuch 
a fit Perſon, "ind laid Help upon ſuch a mighty Sa- 
viour, that my Soul delighteth in him, as being 


well able to anſwer. all the Ends of my Grace to- 
© 'wards you, and of my Glory in your Salvation: 
have put my Spirit upon him,—1 have anointed 
him o, and furniſb' d him for his great Work. He 
« ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles: He ſhall 
inſtruct, rule and fave you, Gentile- Sinners. And 
then follows, He fhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe 
bis Voice to be heard in the Streets, Ver. 2. By which 
is fignify'd, the Prevaiſing of Cbriſt's Kingdom over 
His Enemies, without wWerlaly Force, Contention, or O- 
fentation. And then comes in this glorious Promiſe 
of his gracious Dealing with thoſe whom he hath 
made his Friends; A bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break : 
and the ſmoking Flax fhall he not one He ſhall 
bring forth Judgment unto Truth. 
- Fhis glorious He then, is the Father's Chritt, the 
great Saviour, who was early provided | in God's ever- 
lafting Covenant, and ſent by him in the Fulneſs of 
Time, for the Salvation of loſt Sinners, It is no les 
a Perſon that is ſpoken 'of, than the Son of God, 
God's own Son, the Son of his Nature, who is co- 
equal, co; eſſential, and. co-eternal with his Father ; 
and who yer, for out Redemption and Salvation, 
was made of à Woman, made under the Law ; whio 
obey*d and dy'd, and: lives and'reigns at God's Right 
Hand for us. This great Hz, who hath -—w Na- 
tures in one Perſon forever, according to his Divine 
Nature, hath alf the Perfections of the Godbead. in 
him; his Wiſdom, Pewer and Patience, his Love, 
Grace and Mercy, his Truth and Faithfulneſs ow in- 
nite, 


LL 
finite, unchangeable and eternal. And according to 
his Human Nature, having an immeaſurable Fulneſs of 
the Holy Ghoſt given him, he hath all Human Per- 
— tranſcendently in him. For Skill, chere is 
none like him. And lo, in a way of Eminence, he 
is a Man of Bowels. His Heart. is made of Tender- 
neſs. And as the Mercies of his Human Nature, are 
in Union to the Mercies of his Divine, the Heart of 
Chriſt, is a boundleſs, bottomleſs, inexhauſtible Sea 
of flowing Compaſſions, towards poor, miſerable, help- 
leſs Sinners, and oppreſſed, diſtreſſed, weak, and 
languiſhing Souls. And lo, he is in Office to ſave. 
Hence, being fo well fitted for Salvation-Work, 
for Salvation- Wonders, of him it is ſaid, a bruiſed 
Reed ſhall he not break, and the ſmoking Flax ſhall be 
not quench, - By theſe two Metaphors, weak and lan- 
guiſhing Believers in Chriſt, and his gracious Dealings 
with them, are ſet forth-unto us. Thus when the Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel in the Converſion of Sinners. unto = 
Faith in Chriſt, or the Turning of Men from the Power 
of Satan unto God, is ſpoken: of, it is ſaid, In the Ha- 
bitation of Dragons where each wy there Hall be Graſs 
with Reeds and Ruſbes, Iſa. 35. 7. Believers, are here 
fitly compar'd to Keeds -. In = as Reeds can't grow 
without Water, ſo neither can Believers, and the 
Actings of their ſeveral Graces ſpring, without the 
Communication, and freſh Supplies of Grace from 


Chriſt. Reeds at their beſt, are but weak 7. Bings, 


1 


and ſoon cruſh'd; and ſo are Believers. But a bruiſed 
Reed, O how weak a Thing is bat! How doth it 
bow its Head, unable to tiſel A bruiſed, bow'd 
down Reed, ſhaken with the Wind, O what Danger 
is it in! And, in its Dejection and Oppreſſion, how 
ſoon: may it be Sms off! Who wou?'d regard/a 
e a bie, a d. downs: onal | Reed 1 

| hat 
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What will Men do with bruiſed, unſerviceable, 
troubleſome Reeds, but ſnap them in ſunder, break 
them off, and caſt them away inſtantly us not ſo 
will the compaſſionate Feſus deal Kev his weak, his 
bruiſed Reeds, with the weakeſt Souls, which he hath 
grven ſpiritual Life to, and enabled to believe in bim, 
10 look, to come to him for all Salvation; how- 
ever they may be bruiſed and dejected by Unielief, 
by the Power IH Corruptions and Temptations. H 
will not ſnap them off, in their Weakneſs, Unwor- 
thineſs and Vileneſs, from his kind Regard, nor deal 
roughly. with them by an angry Hand. No, Chriſt 
hath a Heart that is inwardly. touch'd with a Fel- 
low-feeling of, and full of compaſſionate Sympathy 
with his moſt weak, dejected, helpleſs Reeds, under 
all their Oppreſſions and Dejections. He fees their 
Miſeries, he knows their Sorrows,. and in. boundleſs 
Compaſſion makes them his of. And hence, having 
an infinite All- ſufficieney in Bimſalf, he will ſtretch 
out his wiſe and — Hand, to eaſe and help, to 

fupport and comfort, to bind up and ſtrengthen 
them. For there is more imply'd, than is expreſt in 
theſe Words: He not only will not break the bruiſed 
Reed, the weakeſt Believer, in the Times of his 
greateſt Weakneſs; but he will alſa ind un, and 
Prengthen him, As Pf. 147. 3. He healeth the broken 
in Heart, and bindeth up their Waunds.. 
And thus the — 4 Metaphor, The ſmoking Flax 
Hall be not quench; is to ſet forth weak — in 
the Weakneſs and Languiſhment of their Graces, 
and the Saviour's moſt. kind and gracious Dealing 
with the weakeſt Souls, that look to him. for Relief. 
By the ſmoking Flax here, we may underſtand, the 
ſmoking Wick of a. Candle, or Lamp, that is not 


e enkindled 1 a perfect Flame, by the 
reva- 
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Prevalence of the Fire upon its firſt Lighting : Or the 
ſmoking Wick, upon the Decline of the Flame, when 
it is almoſt extin, for want of a Supply to feed it. 
I think both are intended. The former may ſet 
forth the State of young Chriſtians, the Beginnings 
of Grace in their Souls, when Grace is mixed with 
much Sin. And the Jatter may reſpe& the State of 
thoſe of a riper Age in Chriſtianity, who were once 
vigorous Souls, fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, 
but are under a ſad Decay, as to the lively Exerciſe 
of Grace, the Things that remain, being ready to dis, 
thro* the Suſpenſion of Divine Influence, and the 
Prevalence of Sin. In both States, the Graces of 
Believers are weak, and their Corruptions ftrong, 
the new Adam's I. ife in their Souls, being in their 
A pprehenſion, Juſt ready to be overcome by the old 
22 s Death, that works in them. Believers in the 
lively Exerciſe of Grace in their Hearts, ſhewn-forth 


by the Fruit thereof in their Lives, are compar'd to 


Pigbis, to Lamps, or Candles, that give Light to 
Perſons in the Night. As Mat. 5. 14, 15, 16. Ye 
are the Light of the World, A City that is ſet on an 
Hill, cannot be hid. Neither do Men light à Candle, 
and put it under a Buſbel: but on a Candleſtick, and it 
giveth Light unto all that are in the Houſe, Let your 
Light /o ſhine before Men, that they may ſee your good 
W 9 and glor 55 your * which is in Heaven. 
Thus alſo, Phil. 2. 14, 15. Do all Thin "gs without 
Murmurings and Diſputings: That ye may be blameleſs 
and harmleſs, the Sons of God; without Rebute, in ths 
Migs of a crooked and perverſe Nation, among whom ye 
Hine as Lights in the World : bolding forth the Word of 

Life. The World which lieth in Wickedneſs, is a 
dark World. Whence that Phraſe, The Darkseſs of 
this World, Eph. 6. 12. And in chat Believers 10 

11 al 
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faid to Spine as Lights in the World; it ſhews, that 
they are compar'd to Candles, or Lamps that burn 
and ſhine in the Night. — And fitly are Believers 
compared to the Vick of a Candle or Lamp: In 
that the Vic muſt be ſurrounded and ſupply'd with 
Oil, and enkindled with Fire, or it cannot give 
Light, nor continue to ſhine, So Believers, muſt be 
in Chriſt by Faith, in Union to his Fulneſs of Grace, 
receive Grace at firſt, and conſtant Supplies thereof 
from him, and be enkindled with the Fire of his 
Holy Spirit, or they cannot be burning and ſhining 
Lights, nor continue ſo to be, in this dark World. 
And as Candles, or Lamps, are very uſeful and be- 
 neficial to Perſons in the Night; ſ are burning and 
ſhining Believers, in the Midſt of a crooked and per- 
verſe .Generation, — But if the Candle or Lamp, 
which like the Believer, for all its Uſefulneſs, is all 
Dependance, hath not Care, Patience and Tender- 
neſs exercis'd towards it, at its firſt lighting up; how 
ſoon is it puffed out? And after it hath burned bright, 
when it begins to decay, and the Flame of it is al- 
moſt extzn#7 ; what do Men do with the Snuff of a 
Candle or Lamp, but caſt it away as uſeleſs and of- 
fenſive ? — But not. ſo will the compaſſionate Feſus 
deal with his weaklings in Grace, No, the Life of 
Grace in their Souls, being once given, ſhall aever 
die; this glorious Light, once enkindled, ſhall never 
be extin7, The Lord that gave it, will maintain it. 
As the Boba of Chriſt procur'd, ſo the Life of 
Chriſt ſecures, the Life of Grace in every, true Be- 
liever, even the weakeſt of them all, and in all the 
Times of their greateſt Weakneſs, When Grace is 
moſt oppreſſed by Corruptions and Temprations, 
and. in the greateſt apparent Danger of being over- 
come, yet then the watechful Eye of Chrift is Me 
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and his infinite Patience is exerciſed towards his 
Weaklings, and then in an eſpecial Manner, his 
Bowels yern towards them, with an how ſhall 1 give 
thee up, Ephraim? bow ſhall I deliver thee, (to be 
deſtroy d) Iſrael? how ſhall I make thee as Admah ?. 
how ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim? (How ſhall I ſuffer 
the Light and Life of Grace in hee to be deſtroy'd ? 
how. ſhall I ſet hee, on whom my great Love is fixed 
as the People of my Wrath?) Mine Heart is turned 
within me, my Repentings are kindled together, I will 

not execute the Fierceneſs of mine Anger, (my Fatherly 
Diſpleaſure for thy Sins) I will not return 10 deftroy 
Ephraim; (whom I have begun to ſave) for I am 
Cod, and not Man, the Holy One in the Midſt of thee, 
aud I will not enter (as a Deſtroyer) into the City, Hol, 
11.8, 9. Thus the infinite Love and Care, Pa- 
tience and Tenderneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is 
exercis'd towards weak Believers, with reſpect to the 
weak Beginnings of Grace in their Souls, when they 
are firſt entindled with this heavenly Fire, and begin 
to ſhine with this heavenly Light; while there is yet 
much Deadneſs, Coldneſs and Darkneſs in them, 
And thus graciouſly alſo will he regard Believers 
when their Grace is weakeſt, under the greateſt De- 
cays, In no wiſe will he guench the ſmoking Flax, 
the ,weak Beginnings of Grace, in the moſt weak 
Soul that believes in him; but maintain and increaſe 
it, until it is made perfeł, or till the ſinoting Defrres 
of Grace, are kindled up into the pure Flame of 

Glory. And tho" for wiſe and holy, good and gra- 
cious Ends, true Believers for a Time may be ſuf- 
fer'd to decay as to the lively Exerciſe of their 
Graces. yet even then, the Life of Grace in their 
Souls ſhall be maintain d, and ſome Way gr other in. 
crea, even, by, their Veen rens Their Light of 
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Grace, is Light of Life, and ſhall not be extinguiſhed. 
No, tho" their Light is almoſt ont, and they ready 
to give up Hope, yet even then, when like the ſmok- 
ing Flax, almoſt ext#m3, the compaſſionate Feſus will 
not caſt Water upon them, and caſt them away, as 
uſeleſs and offenſive : But inſtantly with his kind 
Hand, ſupply them- with freſh Oil, cauſe them to 
renew their Strength, to increaſe their Flame, and to 
ſhine forth with a brighter Light here, haſting apace 
to the perfect Glory of that everlaſting Light, in 
which without the leaſt Decay, they ſhall ſhine forth 
hereafter. Thus for the weakeſt Believers, in all the 
Times of their greateſt Weakneſs, the Lox p will ap- 
ar. 5 7 
2 this Weatneſ of theirs, which is ſet forth by 
the bruiſed Reed, and the ſmoking Flax, may re- 
gard, not only the weak Beginnings of Grace in their 
Souls, and its Weakneſs on the Decay of its Exercife, 
with Reſpect to their Faith of Intereſt in Chriſt, their 
Love to him, Hope in him, and patient waiting for 
him as to the Salvatian of their Souls; but alſo, it 
may regard the Weakneſs of their Faith and every 
Grace, with Reſpect to the Lord's providential Ap- 
pearances for them, according to his faithful Promiſes 
to them, when being outwardly tried, they are in- 
- wardly tempted. — Thus John the Baptiſt, when out- 
wardly iry'd by Providence, being caſt into Priſon, 
was inwardly tempted; and might think, that this 
© *Providence was contrary to the Lord's faithful Pro- 
miſe, That he ſhould be great in bis Sight, Luke 1. 


15. And that if Chriſt had been the true Meſſiab, 


he would have taken more Care of him, who was his 
: * Meſſenger, to go before bis Face to prepare his Way for 
bim, than to fuffer him thto?: the Rage of his Ene- 
mies to be caſt into Prifon, Whence he ſends” 7wo 


of 
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of his Diſciples, to our Lord, ſaying, Ari Thou He 
that ſhould come, or do we look for another? Chap. 7. 
20. And upon this, our Lord ſtiles his Servant 
Jobn, being in this Caſe, A Reed ſhaken with the 
Wind, Ver. 24. But however weak, Believers ma 
be as to the Faith of God's Promiſes, when try'd by 

his Providences, even after they have had ſome Strength 
of Faith given them, the compaſſionate Jeſus, will 
not break, nor quench, but bind up, and ftrengthen 
them. As in condeſcending Grace, he dealt with 
his Servant Fohn. For in that ſame Hour he wrought 
Miracles before his Diſciples for his Confirmation; 
and faid unto them, Go your Way, and tell John 
what Things you have ſeen and heard, how that the 
Blind fee, the Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the 
Deaf hear, the Dead are raiſed, to the Poor the Goſpel 
is preached. And bleſſed is He whoſoever ſhall not be 
offended in M, Ver. 21, &c. | 
Thus, I» the Mount it ſhall be ſeen. Our Extre- 
mity, 1s the Lord's Opportunity, in which the Grace 
and Power, the Faithfulneſs and Tenderneſs of Gop, 
towards the Objects of his Love, and the Veſſels of 
his Mercy, notwithſtanding all their Unworthineſs 
and Weakneſs, ſhall be made manifeſt, to their end- 
leſs Joy, and to his eternal Praiſe. For in no wiſe 
will God our Saviour, break a bruiſed Reed, nor quench 
the ſnoating Flax. But on the other Hand, 

He fhall bring forth Judgment unto Truth, Or, as 
it is, Mat. 12. 20. He ſhall ſend forth Judgment unto 
Victory. By theſe Words, the Oppreſſion of - weak 
Soul of thoſe who are like a bruiſed Reed, and the 
ſmoking Flax, as alſo the Lord's gracious Dealings 
with them, are hinted unto us. They are not only 
weak, but alfo oppreſſed. Their weak Graces and 

their weak Souls with reſpe& thereto, are oppreſſed 


by 
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by the Power of Corruptions, by the Strength of 
Temptations, and by t 8 of Unbelicf, 

While perhaps a thouſand Suggeſtions are caſt into. 
their Minds, and a thouſand Fears join in their Hearts, 
to give this Sentence againſt them, That the Lord. 
doth not regard them: Or, That the Lord will caſt 
them- off, and utterly forſake them. Whence their 
Flands hang down, and their Knees are feeble, and. 
they have no Might againſt theſe their Oppreſſors: : 
Who continually. ſay unto them, Where is your God? 
And, There is no Help for you in God, Pla. 42. 3. and 
3. 2. But the Enemies of God's People, of weak Be- 
levers, ſhall be found Liars to them, ang they ſhall 
tread upon their þigh Places, Deut. 33. 2 Gel fall 
Belp them, and let rials early, Pſa. 46. 5. 2 be LoRD 
will ſtaud at the Rigbi Hand « of tbe Poor, to. fave them. 
from thoſe that pus pt their Saule. And He ſhall 
bring forth their Righteouſneſs as the Light, and their 
Judgment as the Noon day, Pla. 109. 31. and 37. 6. 

Or bring forth Judgment — Truth, The I. or che 
compaſſionate Saviour, the faithful and true Witneſs, 
will execute Judgment for theſe. his oppreſſed ones, will; 
give a juſt and righteous Sentence for them, according. 
ro the Truth of God, declar'd in his Ford, concerning 


for them, by pronouncing the Sentence of Abſolution 
unto them, and of Condemnation upon their Enemies. 
And thus he brings forth Judgment unto Truth in 
their Souls, by the Holy . Ghoſt the Comforter, who: 
pleads” their Cauſe, perſuades, them of their Interęſt i in 
Thriſt and his Salvation, - and. comforts their Hearts, 
by. the powerful A plication, 'of the precious Promiſes 
and Declarations of the | Del, Hog thys the merci- 
ful Saviour, will briag fo orth. Fud ment = Wah 1 717 | 
for Pet weak bprellec Helpers dy pt cading . 5 

uſe 


them as Believers in him. He will execute Judgment 
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Cauſe in Providence, according to his faithful Pro- 
miſes. And while in all Reſpects, he pleads theit 


Cauſe Himſelf, in the Court of Heaven, and as an EF- 
fect thereof, pleads their Cauſe by his Spirit in the 
Court of their Conſcience; and by the Wonders of 
Love works for them in Providence, according to the 
Promiſe-Records in the Court of the Scriptures: He 
brings forth for them, Judgment unto Victory: Or, 
makes them triumphant Viftors by Faith over all cheir 
ſpiritual Enemies here, who oppreſs them when weak, 
thro* inward and outward Trials. And this as the 
very Beginning of their perfect, perſonal Congueſt, and 
glorious Triumph over all their Enemies bereafter. For 
lo, thro* his own Love, Blood, and Holy Spirit, He 
will bring them from the Field victorious, and crown 
them with immortal Glory, as Overcomers. He will 
grant unto them, as victorious Princes, to fit with Him 
in his Throne, even as He alſo overcame, nd is ſet 
down with his Father in his Throne, Rev. 3. 21. Oh 
the Triumphs of that Day, when the Prince of Grace, 
ſhall bring forth in Glory, Judgment unto Truth! 
When the Judgment which is paſſed: upon Believers 
by the precious Promiſes, and glorious Declarations* 
of the Goſpel of Truth, even to every Fot and Title, 
ſhall be fulfilled? And they ſhall ſee, that not the 
leaſt good Thing hath failed, of all that the Loxp 
hath ſpoken! - 

And as 825 dear Lord Jeb, doth 2 will 2s 


Sentence of Abſolution which. in the Goſp & is ak d 

concerning them; So alſo, He doth. 290 will bring 

N FE gs unto Truth, , 2g4inſt, or unto Victor 
bir Enemies, according to the Sentence of 


Con- 
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Condemnation which is pronounc'd againſt them. Hence, 
Sim being condemned by the Dying of the Lord Feſus, 
hath not, ſal. nat 10 Dominion over Believers, hut 
is and ſball be ſubdu d,; and utterly deſtroy? dat / the 
inted Time. Satan, the Prince of Darkneſs, . be- 
ing likewiſe judged, is now caſt out, and hath not the 
Throne in he Hearts of Believers ; reftrain'd he is and 
thall be, and ſhortly ſhall he be deſtroy' d as to his 
uſurping Power, and no more 9 nor diſturb 
them. Chriſt will ſoon. condemn Satan, that condamm d 
Believers, Yea, they advanc'd to fit with Chriſt, in 
the laſt great Judgment, ſhall join the Sentence from 
bis Mauth, and thus Judge Angels, thoſe wicked Spi- 
Tits, that once tempted, accus'd, judg'd and con- 
demned them. And in Trip þ over the Accuſer of 
the Brethren, and all the —— he made uſe of 
to afflict them, they ſhall, ſay, O thou: Enemy, De- 
 frruttions are come lo @ perpetual End! Pſal. 9. 6. For 
every Tongue that ſhall-riſe up in Judgment Retry Be- 
litvers, they ſhall condemn. This is the Heritage of 
the Servants of the LoRD; and _ Righteouſneſs is 
F MR faith .the Lok p, Ja. 54. 17. And as over 
Sin and Satan, ſo over all ebene the Fruits 
of Sin; which came in by the Cur/e of the Law, and 
even Death and Grave, (thoſe cruel Enemies to Na- 
ture, tho? over-ral'd by Grace, for the Good of God's 
People) will Chriſt the mighty Saviour, give unto 
— cn ii the weakeſt of them all, the Victory. They 
ſhall-ſhortly be advanc'd to the Glory of that State, 
of which it is ſaid, 24:4 God jhall wi away all Tears 


from their Eyes, and there fanll be no more Death; nei- 
tber Serrow, nor Crying, wweither ſhall there be any more 
Pain: fer the former Things are paſſed away, Rev. 
21. 4, Death itſelf ſhall die, Tbe Loxn God the 4 
_ will ſwallows as Death in Viftory, lia. 25.8 : 
An 
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And when this Saying is come to pals, the Saints a5 

iriumphant Conguerors, who were once weak Believers, 
being made perfect in Holineſs as to their Souli, and 
having on their raiſed, ſpiritual, and glorious Bodies, 
to die in either no more, all ſing in Viſion, as they 
once ſung by. Faith, O Death, where is thy Sting ! O 
Grave, Fre is thy Viftory The Sting of Death is 
Siu, and the Strength of Sin is the Law, But Thanks 
be 40 God, which giveth us the Victory, thro" our L 
Jeſus Chrift, i Cor. 15. 55, 56, 57. voy 

Thus, dear Sir, thus fully, thus gloriouſly, and 
far more, than ſuch a weak Worm as | can tell you, 
will Chrift:the great Saviour, ſave bis People from their 
Sins, and all the woful Zfe#s of them, or oat of the 
Hangs of all their Enemies. . Thus this glorious He, 
Hall not break a braiſed Ried, nor quench the ſnoking 
Flax, but bring forth Judgment unto Truth, or till be 
fend forth Judgment unte Vidtary. And this Word 
Till, here, is the ſame with Never. Chriſt ſhall not 
break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench the ſmoking 
Flax, till his People are made perfect, and hs 
Weakneſs is no more: Or, till he hach given them 
the Victory over all their Enemies, and there are none 
like the bruiſed Reed, or the ſmoking Flax, but thoſe 
that were once ſo, are ſet on high forever, out of all 
Danger of being broken, or quenched, And there- 
fore, well might the 7 Nath, 4 add, what you fur- 
ther want to have explained, 

Mat. 12. 21. Aud in bis Name foall the Gentiles 
Our Lord's Name is called. Ixsus, a Saviour, 
= the great n of Salvation which he under- 

took, to ſave his People from their Sins, Chap. 1. 
2 And few this — —— in this Perſon, 
L 5 in his great Work ſignify'd thereby, it is. ſaid, 
. Te: Gentiles Hall. truſt. Here the Salvation of 
d at. K k Gentil e 


by which they do and ſhall poſſeſs all dee Salvation 


. Truſt, 5 ce of Rr NEE, 99 5 
remey f fromalbothet 
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Gentile. Sinners, by Faith in Chriſt, is promis 25 
the ſe Words are connected with the former. Inithe 
precedent ; A Pha camplete Saluatian by Jeſos 
Chriſt, is ſet fotthʒ and i in this, the HW ay and en; 


which is in Him, is declar'd unto us, vis, Truſting 
in Bis Newe:. Ia order to which, it is imp 1 4 5 


. 


1 bene, 1 5 utter 7 9 to | help ys o fave them- 
felves, and their abſolute Need 7 2 the Sayionn.of 


God's providing, and of. all the Salvation that is in 
Him. And alſo, that they mould ſee the Glory of 
the Lord, the Excellency. bf Gov the Saviour: Or; 


the infinite Glory and Fulneſs of his Perſon, and of 


his Salyation,; with the exceeding. Suitableneſs thereof 
unto heir Ca 2... Whereupon, being commanded 

and. invited to believe on him, and encouraged there- 
to by. the F rn La to Believers, they t 


ro, them, * 3 them fr 
ſery, unto. all Holineſs, 
Gentiles truſt in the e Name, — 


This Act of 
Soypl, 


Him, 


> 2 | 
7 "—_— 


reſt 


trite Wer the Whols,gt-ats Waden wy 
" 1 A 


1 290 1 

Him, to be the on) 1. and afl. ſufficient Pyundation 
which God hath laid in Son. And tliis Truſting, or 
_ Refting upon CB, as che Building reſts upon its 

Balis) * With more of leſs Por funfon 707 
tereſt in Jeſus, and his Salvation, juſt is the Lord 
ſovereignly pleaſeth. It is uſual with Souls, in their 
belt Acts of Truſt in Chriſt, to venture on fim, with 
a e aan toll but I ny find Mercy ? And the Lab: 
g uage of the Soul is, * Til caſt myſelf upon him, 
das miſerable, helpleſs, periſhing Steer, into the 
rm or at the Feet of his Mercy. If be ſave me 
© atros 1 ſhall live; and F be kill me, I can but die. 
I have deſerved © die, to periſn fore ver; 1 muſt 
© periſn, if Chtiſt of his free Grace don't ſave mez 
* and if he ſhould fend mie'down to Hell, I muſt, "1 
il acknowledge his Rig BAH. But who" can 
d tell? He delights in AErty. Wich this Plea, I“ 

venture in unto the King, beg Pliner Emanue!; and 
V I periſh, I periſp. I habe no Hope but in Him, 
©T have no Dependance bur on Him; here therefore 
ill Ire, and wait to ſet, 9 3 his Meriy will bid 
tre, 4 dying Sinner, Live.“ And. When the Soul 
is *thus' belpt to venture upon Chriſt, to go in unto 
the King; The compafſionate Saviour, holds out the 
Scepter of his Grace, ber the Sou! to touch, and ive. 
He doth uſually, ſooher or later, hoſd our ſome or 
other of the precious Promiſe „of his free Nag fo- 
veteign Mercy, unto" RE Hand of DIA 
puts che Promiſe" into abe Sole Find”. And e 
thee Sei to rebtire ang ehtbtace it To liy bold on 
the Promiſe, aid n V n therein, with che Wolde 
of in dc Safvition in Him. Wliefenpon, tlie 
Soul complatentty re 5 and the White Weight 
of its Safvation, on ü . known 'Savibur, being 
Frded) of bis" 0, * and Faithfulneſs to 


2 ſave. 


* 
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ſavo. And ſill'd with ali ey and Pracè in Believing, 

ſays, FD. in whom Ichave believed; (I know whom 
Thhue truſted, with my Soul, and the Whole of my 


Salvation) and i bat be is able to keep that which I 
ave committed unio his Charge againſt that Day: The 
Day of bis Appearing, when I ſhall appear with bim 
in Glory. — Thus, Sir, in: the Saviour Name, the 
Gentiles truſt. And his ſaving, ptomis'd Mercy, Bo 

n them, like as they raft in Him-. 


and ſhall be upon 


And whether the: Soul's Truſt in Chriſt; — 
an Act of Recumbence, or Faith of Reliance, attended 
with ſome Degree of Hope, and Perſuaſion of Salva - 
tion by Him; or an Act of ce 


mplacent Recompence, 
attended with Aſſurance. of Faith, and all Foy and 
Peace in Believi 


ing: Both are Ads: of ue Faith, and 
even the ſirſt hath in it, the Eſſence and Nature of 
that Truſt in Cbriß, unto which the everlaſting Sa- 
ation of the Soul is inſeperably annexed. And . 

the former is, the latter is frequently given after- 
wards; and to ſome Souls is continued, who are bleſt 


With the abiding / irneſ of bis Spirit, unto full, and 


Jeiiied Aſſurance: Which Bleſſing by the weake 


Belic ver, ſhou!d be earneſtly ſought. But otber 
: Souls there are, who after they have had the Aſſu- 
france of. Faith, 7oſe. it, and at Times are perplex'd 
with Doubts and Fears about their own- Salvation by 
Chfiſt. And yet at the ſame Time, have Faith of 


. Reliance upon kim, the Principle of Faith in their 


Hearts, and ſome Degree of this Kind of its Exerciſe, 


abides at the. darkeſt Seaſons; and ſo they are ex- 
ceechng ſafr in Cbriſt, tho“ they are not ſo comfor- 
table in their own Sbuk, as ſome other Believers are, 


whoſe, Truſt in Chriſt is attended ith the Faith of 


Aﬀerance,, 


: | | Upon 


* 
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Upon the Whole, dear Sit olf you at preſent have 
only. the Faith of Reliance: Bleſs God for bat. It 
18 bis Gift, the Gift of hisc faving Love, chro' Jeſus! 
Chriſt your Saviour. u his Name your Sout dotli 
truſt; and in him and his: Salvation, you have an 
entire and eternal Intereſt. And however weuk, or 
languiſbing your Soul may be, tho? like the Eruiſed 
Need, and the ſmoking Flax; you have to do with 
9 compaſſionate Saviour, who will not in Anger break; 
nor quench you; but in the Infinity of his Love, Grace 
and Mercy, Bind up, and firengihen your weak and 
broken Heart, with his own wiſe and tender Had; 
and maintain and increaſe your decaying Grare, from 
his own inexhauſtible Fulneſs, until the- Flax 
of:2weak, or declining Grace, is clothed with the pure 
Flame of immortal Glory. Until Mortality is ſwallow'd 
up of Life; until your prefent Smotr, breaks-ſorth 
into the Triumph of an endleſs Flame. And however, 
as weak, you may be oppreſſed, with Corruptions, 
| Afflictions and Temptations; yet the Saviour in whom 
you zruft, in his Mercy, Truth: and Faithfulnefs, 
will execute Judgment for you. He will for yen, bring 
forth Judgment unto Truth, and Viddomy; unto your 
eternal Glory in and with Him; and unto bis eternal 
Praiſe in and by your. —— Wherefore, go on ſtill, 
truſting in the Name of Jeſus by Faiib, and cleaving 
to him in all the Paths of holy  Dbegiench by Love, 
thus following on to know! the LoD; and x. felt - 

-know' Him; anch be ſaved. in HI, wb, an everteſt- 


ing Sabvadions Fon Shall not he aſbumed wor confaunded, 


Warld wit baut Lud! ++ The Crace of our" Lord Jeſits 
N N N wth eee In Him, dear Sit, Lam, 


Bt: "y 97 r Arkricnalt Friend and Kerben, 


den by, - 
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0% very | dear. Brather in our precious CER 
255 glad you are led to ſee, That the“ Godot 
all Grace, acts in a Way of abſolute Sovereigaly, 
in Ring Sinners by Jeſus Chrift ; without doing the 
leaſt. Imjuſtice to thoſe that periſh, All that are 
faved,: are ſaved by. God's: Free Grace, Reigning thro* 
Righteonſmſs. to- eternal Life, by! Jeſus . Chriſt aur 
Lord. And-albithatiferiſs; ate deſtroy*d ''by - their 
| own: Gin, the Wages whereof is Deusb. 
1 that God's Free Grace; in [ſaving Sinners by 
Jeſus Chriſt, doth all for them in a Way of abſolute 
Sovereignty, is evident, In that when the Lord pro- 
claim'd his Name, as The Lonp, the LoxD God, 
merciful aud gracious, lang- ſufforing, and abundant in 
Gaadneſt and Truth: Keeping Merey for Tbouſands, for-' 
giving -Iniquity,” and Tranſpreſſion,' and Sin, Exod. 34: 
„ 7. It was prefac'd with an I will be (gracious, un 
to whom Iwill be gracious; and will ſhew Mercy, 
on whom I i ſhew Mercy, Chap: 33. 19. And 
3 ſhew the abſolute Sovereignty of the Grace of 
God, in the Salvation of Eleck-Sinners as Veſſels ef 
Nerey, unto endieſi Glory; While Phouſands-that 
were in the ſame common Conditiom with them, are 
left to ſink into Deſtruction, as Veſſels of Wräch ; 18 
the Scope of the Apoſtle Paul, Rom. 9. Aiti this 


1 
He proves by:ſeygat Texts, and Inſtances out of the 
Holy Serra As that of ee and mar, cn 


cern ing 
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cerning the former of which it was faid unto Aa- 
ham, In Iſaac ſball-thy Seed be called ver. 7. And 
alſo that of Jacob and Eſau, of whom it was ſaid un- 
ro, Rebeccs, The Elder ſhall ſerve the Tounger; As 
it is written, faith the Apoſtle, Jacob have. I loved, 
but Eſau have J hated; ver. 12, 13. And 
aſſerted and prov'd the Sovereignty of bees He next 
clears God of any Injuſtice, of doing his Creat 
any Wrong, in this ſovereign Way of Procedure With 
them. What: ſhall we ſay then? Is there Lb 
oufneſs with God? God forbid, ver. 14. Andr 
ſovereign Grace of God towards the Veſſels of Mer-. 
cy, and his ſtri- Juſtice towards the Veſſels of 
Wrath, He further clears in the following Verſes: 
Both theſe, my Brother; the Lord hath given y 
to ſce; for which Þ rejoice? Nut as:ſdſne of the Gb 
jections made by dle chat oppoſa: the Sovereignty" 
of Grace, are not eaſihy anfwer'd by ſome of the 
dear Saints with you; and as you deſire my Fhoughits 
on the Texts you mention: As the Lord enables; 
ſhall give a: I-begin with -- 7 WEL: 
„Exek. 33. 11. Say unt them; As Fiber: fia dhe Bess 
God, I havens Pleaſure in the Deuib uf the Micted. but 
that the Wicked turn from bis Way; and liue. This Texe 
doth not in the leaſt oppoſe the Sovereig goty of Grace; 


however it may be 6e agüinſt it. F humbly 
ee that theſe 11 7 be! 1 


1 the ang 5 Al Men, „ 4 
tile, under, the Bondage of Sin. and Satan; and ch 
qradful Loch of ir Death, unto. all e Unbelievinig! 
anch) Imparieenty:o. wit og, d 70 5705 91 
AS01905 -frſt The: unbelieviog Jews Gad wert 
in Balxlan, fur d RAiult che ** 
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in faving-the Righteous,” and deſttoying the Wicked, 
were not equal ; a if. He ſo charged Sin upon them, 
the Sia of their Fathers, and their awn' Sin,” that 
they were under 4- fatal Neceſſity of Death, by Vir- 
tue of the ſovereign Pleaſure of G0. Whence the 
Lord thus commands his Prophet, Say unto them, 

As live, faith: the Lord Gop, I have no Pleaſure 
in the Death of the Wicked, but that the Wicked 
turn from his Way, and live.“ By theſe Words 
the Lord aſſures them, in the Form of a ſolemn Oath, 
That he delighted not in the Death of the Wicked, 

but that he turn from his Way, and live: Or, that 
his Purpaſe, was not the procuring Cauſe of their 
Death, nor their Death, the Delight of his Heart; 
but that their Turning from Sin, according to his Com- 
wand, and their Life therein, according to his Pro- 
miſe; were pleaſing 1 bim. From whence we may 
learn, That the procuring Cauſe of a Sinner's Death, 

is the Obſtinacy and Rebellion of hig own Will, in. 
refuſing to comply with the Call of God to Repen 

tance; upon which Life was promis'd. And fo far 
as the Words reſpect the Return from the Babyloniſb 
Captivity, and Deliverance from the Diſtreſſes which 
attended it, that being an external Salvation, of 
which the whole Body of the People were to par- 
race : the Repentance call'd for in order to that En- 
joyment of it, was agreeable thereto, Repentance 
for Sin, and Reformation from it, tho? it riſe. no 
higher than what may be found in natural Men, 
whether national or per ſonal, hath the Promiſe of 
natura! Life with its Comforts, and the Diverting of 
outward Jadgments annexed. to it, A Compliance 
with. the Call of God thereto, and the Sinnet's Life 
thercupan, are molt: pleafing 10 him, as thereby his 
e Meeg, k i d He defights, are glo- 
| rify'd; 
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med and the. When Ale exeautes 9 ments upon 
None with his Call; the: Diſplay” of his 
aN Glory therein, che Glory: of his. Power and Ho- 
- nel, his Truth and Juſtice, mult alſo pleaſe him, 
vet is not che Death of: the Sinner dehghted _ 
kim. N - en 
And aas theſe Words may, Nad the e of 
all Men, Jeuiand Gentile, under the Bondage of, Sin 
— Satan, and the dreadful End of it, Doss umto 
all- the Unbelieving and Impenitent: They are ex- 
ꝓPteſſire of. the declared Will of God in the Goſpel ; 
Which, in order to a Sinner's Salvation, requites Re- 
gentance : towards God, and Faith towards on lurd 
eſtes: Cbriſt; and {weetly invites thereto, every papr 
Sinner, er rec the Goſpel of the Saviour comes. 
The Goſpel, in its general Proc n, comes in 
With an As L live, ſaith the Lord GOD, I have no 
Pleaſure in the Death of the Wicked, but that he 
<tura from his Way. and live.“ As if the Lord 
ſhould lay, Hear, O you pobr Sivners, who have 


deſtroy d yaurſelves, Thee have. provided a Skviour for ' 


1 the Chief of you, that come in at my Cali, that o- 
bey my Voice, that look unto my Son for Life, 
Land return unto Me by Jeſus Chriſt. A he Salvation 
of Sinners by my Son, is moſt pleaſing th Me: 1 
delight not in your Death; Return therefore, and 
live. For not a Sinner of you all, ſhall ſtand ex- 
cluded from my Gtace and Merqy, thro' the Great 
Saviour, t thaſe who: #efuſe. Obedience to the 
Caſpel- Call. Turs ye; therefore, Huy ill ye die? 
Or, Chuſe the : Ways: ef. Sin, hiah will end in 
< Degth, When. Life hy Jeſas is promis'd unto all 
that will 2. unis Him, that theꝝ may receivr it. 
Lk PF, dear Brother, is the gentral Call of. the 
5 * Aff bear! it where the r comes. Thoſe 
. that 


upon the Bottom of an everlaſting: Choice, — 


6 88 
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Nenn chat belirde. all be bet faved: SH Th 
diſgbey- WK, that hehiawe-not,) ſhall be :iYanined:>Stme 
aggept, others. feject the Saviour proclaimed: Ext 
Grace is glamify d in the . 0 f the one, 
to Juſtice in the Damnation of the otbe... 
But there is nothing in all this, that millitates u- 
gainſt the Sovereiguty of God's Grace, in ſaving of 
his Choſen. If — under the ſame general Gallo 
the Goſpel ſome, make Excuſes, and go their Wn, - 
and thence by the Lord of the Feaſt; are ri 
| excluded. a Share in Goſpel-Proviſions: And others; 
ſweetly drawn by a Hom Hand of Almighty Love, 


lame Call, came in freely, to partake of all; the Royal 
Painties : Who ſhall find Fault with-:the- ſovereigh 
Tard of all, while He thus deth what He 20hi'4vith 
þis..own.? Since thoſe that refuſe the Call. act 
and. thoſe that obey it, act as freely? What if for 
thoſe that come in, there is much Jane by the ſecret 
3 rings of diſtinguiſhing Love, to make them M. 
Tee in the Day = 1 while others are left to 
the Freedom. of. their ow]n Will, andi a bare external 
Call: Who ſhall Ræay againſt: the Lord of Heaven 
 and-Farth, who is an infinitely free Agent, and un- 
der no Obſigation to ſhew Mercy unto Sinners, any 
otherwiſe than as; by his own. Promiſe, which takes 
hold on — ogg come in at his Call! What if 
God willing to ſhew his Graces in the Salvation df 
choſe, chat hear ànd obey his Voice? And to ſhew 
his Wrath, in the Deſtruct ibn of thoſe that refuse? 
ä Nall, any charge the- Lord of all with Hyuſtice, while 
in the Lift of thoſe that obey, in which all his Per- 
fections are glorify d, He delights exceeding ly. and 
inthe Death of the Feen conſider'd in 1. 
© 
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He hath zo Pleaſure? For 


o', as the Glory of 


God's. Power:and, Holineſs, of his<Tfuth -and*Faltive; 


ali-eternally: ſhine in the everlaſting 'Paniſhicent'of 
thei Damned, He muſt feeds be pleas? 4 wich! "the 
Diſplay: of his own Glory; yet in this Death of the 
Wicked, conſider d as the Deſtruction of hib Ce. 
ture, He will have no Pleaſure: — Thus, my Brother, 
there! is nothing in theſs Words, that 'oppoſerhi"the 
Sovereignty of God's Grace, in the Salvation of his 
Choſen; . Nogif there any Thing in the Docttine of 
8 that caſts the leaſt Stain of Inj juſtice 

Divine Being, in the Damnation 2 the 
Ref. Since all that are ſaved, are ſav'd as ſuch that 
obey the Goſpel; that d lieve in in Feſus; anch all that are 


damned, 2 for their Dijobedrence,” as Unbelieutys 


Ipomecnent: trois eos nn it Eft on v/ 11164 
Mat. 233 * 0 Jeruſalein > Jeruſalem, OM bar 
2 45¹ Propbetæ, an floneft them that are Ant unto 


tre, bow Mien would I have gather d thy Children to- 
gether, even as a Hen garberetb ber Chitkens under ber 
Mang, and ye would not! With Luke 19. 4, 42. 

bund toben He was rome near,” Hi Bebeld the City, and 
wept oper it ; Saying,” I, thou bad, known,” even thou, 
at leaſt in this thy Day, the Things which * "belong u unts 
thy Peace] but now they are hid from tbine Eyes. 
Theſe Words manifeſtly. refer to the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem,” and the miſerable Calamities of "the City 
which were to come u the Romans, AS a [Juſt 
Judgment for their S in I j<Eing and Crytifyliy | 
_ of:Gbrift, the ſent Saview. And T have no 'DUbt, : 
that under this, all the Miſeries that come upon af 
Unbzlievers for their Sin, in rejecting Chriſt, the ſent 
Savor, even- to their etewel Damnation" are ine 
We W n 20 ed 95H . 101 2 he 210179 
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2 Man dre Golf's ou 
2 t's Love aud Goddf les 
unto all. T 5 See weg Man, be | 
echter, « 8 common, or ſpkrial. As boinchon, 1. Wir 
extents” to the Whole Human Race. And Tor 1 
tende Mercies ate over all his Works. As fpecin, 
it Sed g only to his Choſen,” to the Jucob, ' wh ch By 
Way of Eminence, He loted. In both Reſpects, 
Chriſt Was the Image of his Father's Love and Goods 
neſs ute Men. Phe Law of God was wr M. 
Chriſt's Heart: His Soul was fill'd with perfect Love, 
both to God and Man. Hence, He mobrt'd tor 
the Diſhonour of God; by the Sins of Men, for their 
Breach of his Laws, and Rejection of bis Gofßel. Fon 
alſo for the Miſeties of Men, which 1 y were 
to. come upon them for their Sins. And in ove; 
both to God a d Man, He ſought miniſterially to 
fave Sinnerb. As the great Gospel Minifter, He 
preach'd the Goſpel unto all; and call d al that 
| heard him, unto Faith in  Hinfelf, as the Mead, 
the Chriſt. of God, in order to their Salvation from 
temporal and eternal Miſery. - But as the mon that 
heard hiin, rejected hun; ey the Scribe and Ph. 
riſes, the (Hef Prieſis and Ruders of the People; 
hated and perſecuted him, and fought to flay h m, 
and actually did do it at laſt; which He foreſaw: 
Fer this their Carriage towards Him as the "ſent da- 
viour, and towards the Sakeation-Tidings which He 
brought. - unto Men, 2s alſo for the Miferies "which 
would inevicably COME upon them thereby; His Fftate 
Was griev'd, his Soul môurned. 2 g 

Hence, After all his miniſterial Labqs amopg 
PU Jets, to whom he was ſeht in his Faber v Noero, 
the moſt of whom rejeRing, Natz He takes up this 
Lamentation over them, er the City, F 

call 


= Our dear Lord Fefes 
Heart, che Pe 
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dealt thus wickedly with Him, to its own Ruio, 0 
Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, ban that Hillzſi the; Prophets... 
and ftoneſt them wwhich are ſent. unto.. thee, Bom en 
would ] baue gather'd thy Children together, even as. 8. 
Hen ee ber Chickens under her Wings, and 27 
woteld not ! — If thou badſi known, even 1b. < tea 
in this thy Day, the Things which belong to thy Prad 
buy now they are hid from thine Eyes. From 2 7 0 7 
we!;may learn, 1. That the Goſpel Diſpenſation to- * 
wards Men, — 5 for their Faith in Chriſt, and Re- 
pentaucr towards God that ſent Him. 2. That he” 
Goſpel of Chriſt, where it is receiv'd, is and w. 


attended with ral 2 ts eternal Bleſpags... 8 3. Thar 
where Chriſt and ofpel are rejefied, 47 bo : 
etermal Fut fs 11 1 e N # follow. | 


thoſe. who are fayour'd ith a Goſp 
a Day afforded, them, 3 in which, 
long to their Peace, are 1 


0 EE Minit, Fade = 
2 that be- 1 
Wy 22 a they. 
invited to receive them. That: God gives Ca 
after Call, in the Riches 'of Vis Goodneſs, to 1mpe- 
nitent Sinners, after repeated Provocations, to wk 
them to. 3 that 55 70 5 Fog wu 
Long: ſuffering the els of Wrath, wpic by their 
on 8 2 7 fitted 47575 ation, before He Ves 
them up, to that uſt Vengeance and utter Ruin Which 
their Sins deſerve. Fey 6. That when impenitent 
Sinners ate given up to righteous Wrath, "ici De- 
ſtruction is not the Lord's ba . je Voice of his 
Goqdneſs conternin them * | Wd of deln 
Day of Mercy, 0 . 89 ee, 1 
the Things-which belong 2 0 Fork Peact't Thy A 
ere bid from thejr Eyes,” ERS; nber - 
© Theſe Things, #76 We way learn tba 
is: common ee 72 and "This | + the Lan- 
Sasse of it towasds a N {i gd the G el tömes. 


Men wi 
9 But 
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But tho? this is ſufficient to leave all the Unbelieving 
and Impenitent without, Excuſe, yet is it not ſufficient 
to \ſave a Soul - Mor. doth it militate againſt that 
570 I, ſovereign Grace, by which all the ſaved of: ib 
rd , ate 4 e to the Enjoyment of bis great Sal. 
vation. Jeruſalem was deſtroy d, and all that believ'd 

not that Chriſt, was He, dy 4 in in their Sins, and pe- 
riſh'd foreyer, notwithſtanding his Labours among 
them in the Goſpel, by which He ſought Minz/e-) 
rialy. to bring. them to Faith and 3 that 
ey might 2180 e Vengeance; and not wich- 

our. Lord's Lamentation over thein, when 

hey A ſeries, for 8 his Mercies, were Juſt 
coming pon them. And that ſame Jeſus, who. ag a 
Miniſter of the;Goſpel to che Nation of tbe Jews, to 
expreſs His and his Father's common neſs to- 
wards 10255 would oft... have gatber i tbem; and 
mourned. SO Ys when for al det Sins, the Things 
which cid Har to their Peace, were hid from * . 
Eyes: Even He, Rejoiced i in Spirit, for the Salvation 
of that Remnant which teliev'd. in Him, by ſpeaial, 
ſovercign Grace, and as the Mediator of the NewCo.. 
venanty Thank is Father, as. Lord of Heaven: and 
Erb, that He had bid tboſe Things, (the Myſteries 
of Grace j in. ißt the ſent Saviour) om the Wiſe. and 
Prudent, and revealed them unto Babes: Even jo, Fa- 
ther, (lays he) for ſo it ſeemed good in thy Sight, Luke 
Io. 21, The ſame Things, which Chriſt declar'd to 
the 55 9 Aoigh. 6 belong e to their Peace, which for 
5 were hid from their Eyes; and for which 
oh curned an Minifer 97 be Goſpel, On ac: 
Cont of their, Ae Riches of God's common 
972 brought on themſelves 
ol cheſe very * from 


6 » WS. > & "fv . * eL 530 # Joiced, 


A, = 
* * | 
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Venda ms the- Mediator between 17 mt his Ueje 
Peopl#\;' inaſmuch as thereby, tlie Gtoty of G 
ſdverdign Grace in the Salvation of his Toa in 18 
Revealing” of tbeſe Things unto Babes, was the more 
chaired.” O with what Acquieſcence, Joy and Ado- 
ration did our Lord's Will, flow into his "Father's 
ſovereign Pleaſure, when addreſſing Him as Lord of 
Heaven ard Earth, He faid, I thank Thee, O Fa- 
ther, that thou haſt hid rheſe Things from the Wiſe an. 
Pradent; and revealed them unto Babes: Even ſo Jo, Fa. 
tber, for ſo it ſeemed" good in thy Sight ! — Nothin og. 
then, my dear Kracher, can be righ e e that 
poſeth the Doctrine f 'Sovereigri' ace, from our, 
Lord's Lamentation over Terufalent — l come nb. w to. 
the next Scriptute objectet. 
1 John 4. 16. God is Love: Fröm wheh&e 
tell me, That ſome fay, God cannot” act obe 5 A 
to all his Creatures.” As God is Love in his Na- 
tur, as his Nature cannot change, and as his Love is 
of Neceſſity of Naturr; it is to be conſider'd, only as 
in Himſeif, and towards the Bleſſed Perfons of his 
gw moſt glorious BEN. For the Love of God 
te-any' of his Creatures, is not of Neceſſity of Nature: 
but of the higheſt Freedom of Will. God was at ye. 
berty, whether to have made; or lov'd Creatures, or 
not: And being made, to caſt upon them the Glory 
of his Love, in what Fay He pleaſed, even in theft” 
pure State. For any then to -argue, an Univer /; 50. 
and Identity, or Sameneſt of Lo © Fi £0 41 
all bis Crrarures, in che preſeot Ste's? Thi nd” 
(0! ay; X Thar' this is of Magic , e, That 
us Love; cannot act ober wiſe towards all, 
« his Creanutes | 36 a very grear Miftate. If this 
was tue, n Brothers HS" eames there to be” ſack. 
a- Place and State as Hell, where the 8 
| a 
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ſhall; 3 drink of the Wine of the Firrceneſs. and 
Wrath of Almighty God, pour d into the Cup, of his, In- 
25 5 without Mixture, without the leaſt 32 2 
? | If this was true, what need any 
| why it; f, or careful to flee from the Wrath, ta * 
1 a Word If we believe the Book of God to be 
true, all the Denuntiations of Wrath upon ungodly 
Men, from the one End of it to the other, will prove 
this Aſſertion to be falſe. God's Name is, 1 A.M. 
God i, all his Perfections: All that is in God, is 
God; immutably and eternally the ſame, And 10 
long as the Holineſs, Juſtice and Truth of God's 
Nature abide, ſo long He muſt hate all Sin infinitely. 
2 ſo long as . — 1 Truth of His Threatning & 
Sinners, and his Power to exetute his Word abide, ſo 
long will He 08 Indignation and Wrath, 7 ribula- 
tion and 1 unto all that have done Evil. The 
Truth is, God ont of Chriſt, unto all Sinners, is and 
will forever be a Conſuming Fire, that will kindle 
upon them as dry Stuble, unto. everlaſting Burnings. 
And of this * Truth, all the Angels I e 
and all wicked Men that have and ſhall; have their 
. Portion. with them, have and ſhall have the fad 
Experience. When God is ſaid to be Love : It is 
God in Cbriſt. that is ſpoken of. And in a crucify'd 
Jeſus, Gad is Love indeed. Love to Sinners, - a 
the dying Sqviour, There, in Chrift crucify'd, a full 
. ee made for . all, the Sins, of all thoſe 
Ie dy'd far; and Sin f forever remov'd from them, 
by bis aue "Offering... Sin is deſtroy'd, finiſht, made an 
End of, for all thoſe Sinners, 197 whom the Saviour 
ſuffered. God-is reconcil'd., to Sinners thro the 
Death of the Saviour. E onciljation | is made among 
All the divine Per feftions/ y the Bleed of Cbrift, for 


all 
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all thoſe for whom it was fhed : Sa that Mercy and 
Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each 
_ ether in their Salvation. And Simers thro' the. 
| Blood of the Saviour, are retonciled to Cod: An ever- 
laſting Peace is made between God and us; and an 
eternal Love-Communion is to be between us. The 
Love-Paſſage of the Father's Heart is open'd, thro' 
the ſmitten Rock, our crucify'd Lord; and the 
Waters of his rich, free, abundant Grace, guſh out, 
and run in dry Places (flow down upon our needy, 
thirſty Souls) like a River. 
| 120 that it is God in Chriſt, which is ſpoken. of, 
when God is ſaid to be Love; appears from this 
28, and thoſe precedent. And we have ſeen and 
do teſtify, faith the Apoſtle, that the Father ſent the, 
Son to be the Saviour of the World. Whoſoever fall 
confeſs that Jeſus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in 
| him, and be in God. And we have | known and Be- 
lie ved the Love that God hath to us; God is Love, and 
be that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, axd God in 
bim, Ver. 14, 15, 16. 
But perhaps, my Brother, thoſe with you, that 
oppoſe the Sovereignty of God's Grace, will allow 
this, That it is God in Chrift, which is ſaid to be 
Love; and alfo add, That as God is in Chriſt, he is 
Love to all. But this is their Miftake. 
For tho' it is here ſaid, * That the Father ſent 
© the Son to be the Saviour of the World: It is not 
\ © all, and every Individual of the Human Race, that 
- hereby int ded: but all the Cboſen of God, among 
both Paws and Gentiles, ſcatter d over the whole 
World: Or, that World, which is and ſhall be ſaved, 
by this Saviour, out of every Nation, Kindred, 
Ten and People, by virtue of their being re- 
2 . e deemed 


i [ 274 } : 
deemed by the Lamb's Blood. And Nees ex- 
tends no further than Eletian. As God of his free, 
ſoveteign Love and Grace ęichoſe qa:Revinant out of 
every Nation, "Kindred; . Tongue und People, in 
Chriſt, unto eternal Life by him, before the Workt | 
began: So for theſe, for their Salustion, he ſent his 
Son, to be the Saviour of this Elect- World; to re- 
deem them by the Price of his precious: Blood; and 
in the virtue thereof, to redeem them by the Pour 
of: his glorious rm + From alt that Miſery which 
their Sins had deferyed, and unto all that 1 which 
yas of old for them prepared. 
And that the Gtace of Redem 
verſal, but particutar, und r commenſurate 
_ vith: the Gade of EleRion, fixing upon, and re- 

ſtraind unto the ſatme Perfons; unttricaiy and ini 
viduulix, is evident, in that our Bord faid unto” his 
Father, concerning the great Work which he was 
ſent into the World to do, That the Father = 
given him Power over ail Fleſh, that be fhould 
eternal Life to. as many as be had given him, 
17. 2. Chriſt was ſent into the World by his Father, 
and - himſelf came freely, to give unto Sinners eternal 
Life, by his Death. But to whom? To all Men, 
to every individual Man in the World? No, himlelf 
ſays, * To as many as the Father had given bim.“ 
Which Words are incluſive of every one of the given 
Number, and cl uſtus of all otber. And that thoſe 
given to Gimiſty' tobe mdeemed by him unto Life 
eternal, vrrecthe Choſex of God; appears, in that our 
Lord aid to his Father, thin they were, (i. e. 
Election) and thou gaveſt them me, Ver. 6. And, ; 
pray, not for the World, (for the 74, that were not 
s Choſen, dat were 8 given to Chriſt to be 
* _ redeemed 


n was not an. 


Tops | 
redeemed by him) but for them which thou haft 


geiotn me, for they are m Ver. 9. And that the 
Grace of Redemption is not \aberverſal, but parti 


dular is further manifeſt, in that All whom Chriſt 
rue med, were redeem'd from the Curſe of tbe Law, 
by it being made a Curſe for them, Gal. 3. 13. 
And in that this their Redemption was 2/ernal, Heb. 
9 12. So that 0 Curſe, or can, or ſhall ever light 
upon any of Chrift's Redeemed. And if all Men uni- 
verſally wers of that Number; there would be none 
left at lad, for Chriſt to ſay unto; as himſelf declares | 
he will, Depart from Me; ye curſed, into everlaſting 
Fire, prepared fer the Devil and bis Angels, Mare, 
25. 41. Evident it is from hence, that thoſe who 
ſhall. be ſent away from Chriſt at laſt, as curſed, 
were not of the Number of his Radociwadt,” that were 
redeem'd by his Blood from the Gurfe of ibe Lam, 
which ſentencꝰd them to everlaſting Fire: And that 
the Grace of Redemp 


lion, extends 16 to thoſe, ho 
-ſhall at laſt be call'd by Chriſt, as the leſſed of his 
Futber, in abſolute E Abies. to inberit that 
which: was prepared for them from the Founda- 
tion of the World: On a enter inte Life —_— 
Vet. r 

It appears then, my Brother, That God is not 
Love unto all his Creatures: That he is not Love, 
to any Sinner out of Chriſt: That he is Love to Sit: 
ners, only in Chriſt: + That God was the God of 
Laue to his People in his Son, when he went forth by 
his At of Election, to chuſe a Remnant in Chriſt 
unto eternal Life, before. the World began: And - 
that in the Purſuit. of this his everlaſting Love, he 
ſent his Son into the World, to redeem his Choſen 


Bum: all. Sia and gery, unte all. that Glory which 
Ibn Mam 2 he 
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he had prepared for them. Unto, which T add, that 
as. God is Leve to Elect Sinners in Chriſt, he ſends 
doemn' the Holy-Ghoſt into their Hearts-ar:. the Time 
appairted; to call them out of Darkneſs, into his 


marvellous: Light. To: work Faith in Abri Souls, 


by which he enables them to flee unto, and into 
Chriſt, for Refuge from the Wrath to come; and 
for an eternal Communion with God in Love. And 
further, as God is Love unto theſe his called Ones 
in Chriſt, he gives them the Holy. Ghoſt as a CUm- 
farter, as the. Spirit of Adoption, - to witneſs their 
Relation unto God as a "hos. and to work filal 
Diſpoſitions in their Souls towards him: To ſhed 
abroad his Love in their Hearts, and to draw out 
their Souls to love him agam, while they know and 
believe the Love which God chath to them. Whence, 
under rich Supplies of the Spirit of all Grace, they 
are prepared oe all Glory: Or; kept by the Power 
of God :thro'. Faith unto Salvation. And as God 
in Chriſt: is Love to his People, in their abſolute E- 
lection, particular Redemption, ſpecial: Vocation, 
and final Perſeverance; in all which his ſovereign 
Graco; with - a: diſtinguiſhing: Glory ſhines: So they 
alſo, being in Chriſt b by: Faith, do there, in all, enjoy. 
God: as Love. And unto theſe happy Souls, Gop 
in CurisrT, hath made over HimsELyr, his great, 
unchangeable SeLF, as Love, All his glorious Per- 
 feftions, are \cngag{?d,-on-their Side, and appear for 
hem in the bright Form of Lovzs.—How bleſſed 
then they, who have knotun and believed the Lowe 
uliche God hath to them; J who devel! in God as Lovs, 
and God as ſuch dinelleth in them! While they | know 
the Lowe of brit (and of God in him) which 
mw Knewiedge, es Filled: with all:the Fulneſs 
_ of 60D : 


And 
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And as thoſe, my Brother, who fay, . God is 
Hove; and that thei cannot att orbertiſi unto alk: 
Aus Creatures? Do manifeſtly oppole; tte Perlara- 
tions of his Grace, concerning che Salvation f dige. 
ners, made in his Werd; fo likewiſe, they hereby do 
Injury to his great Be1xc, they rob him of the 
Glory of his being a free and voluntary Agent + Who 
worke!b all T 2 (in Nature, Grace and Prov- 
dence) after the Counſel of his own Wildt, r 1. 1. . 
As ſuch he wrought in Creation, in giving Being 
unto all the Works of hig Hands. For bis'Pleafure * 
(and not imply becauſe there was in him creating 
Power) they are, and were created, Rev. 4. 12. And 
however — might be an Agreeableneſs, a Meeineſs, 
that the great Creator, as it was his Pleaſure to make 
Creatures of the Rational Kind, in his own Image, 
ſhould caſt upon them the general Shine of S earias. 
Love, while they bore the Impreſs of his own Glory: 
Yet even this, is not to be conſider' d merely as of 
Neceſic of Nature, but as an Act of his good Plea- 
It having been his Pleaſure thus to make ſome 
of: his\ Creatures, and thus to love © them” as thus 
made. And to raiſe, evep pure Cxxatures, unto any 
higher Privilege than they poſſeſt in their firſt Mate; 
which was done in the Decree, and is done in the 
Execution of it, for all thoſe ordained to eternal Life 
by Chrift, thro' whom they have a more abundant 
Life, than they had in Adam, John 10. 10. This 
muſt needs be an Act of ſuperiar Kindaeß, and the 
Reſult of the ſovrreign Pleaſure of the Creator's 
Will. But for God to laue Sianers, who had for- 
feited their Right, and loſt every Plea to his general 
Love as Creatures; and barr'd up the Way of any 


ſpecial Flow. of —— from a God of infinite 
Purity, 
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* heir own Sm, being thereby diveſted of 


hs Image om. black and lah ſane! in his Eyes, 
au the ectcof his ferce Wrath: What NVereffi 


NMNaure cod there be for bat? Nay rather, is it 
the 


got A Vonde of tree, rich Grace, ſurpaſſing 
Scareh of finite Minds, That a Gop of flaming Hu- 
rity and ſtrict Juſtice, ſhould love C tatures, that 
were become a Maſs of Imprrity, of horrid Emily, 
of. Propecatien to the Eyes f bis: Glory] That he 
Mauld et his in finite Wikdom on work to. find ent 
a Ma in which all his Divine. Perfections ſhould: be 
harmonioully g/orified, in the everlaſting Salvation of 
thoſe who 8 deſerved: eternal Damnation! O, 
herein was Love, not that we loved God, but that 
ehe loyed ui, and ſent his Gon to bo. the Propitiation 
fer our Sins Love of unſearchable Depths and 
Heights, Breadths and Lengths, that was every: Way 
Infenite } The Love of Hehovab's Nature, cloath'd 
with the bigheft Freedam of his Will! Rich, free 
Love, of the ſovercign Will of God, would -this 
have been, had all den ſhar'd in it. But to com- 
mend nnd ſet off .Zebovel's Love, before all inteth- = 
gent Beings, in us immenſe Riches, Freedom, and 
— a Nennant muſt be ſaved y Graco, 
while the ref righteouſiy periſhi Jacob was - loved, 
white Eau wis bated! Some. were appointed to be 
Veſſels of Mercy, and otbers, Veſſels of Mratb Here 
it appeats, beyond all Contradiction, that God's 
taving L. ov to his People, was: foeczal, and of his 
ſoxeragh good Pleaſurs. That it was not merely be- 
eauſe chere was Lee in his) \ Natere, hait becauſe it 
pleaſed the Loan to eve themy to make them his. 
People, Deut. . 7, 8. I Ca 12. 22. Hall ſince the 
Er kimſelf — apts; en, * 
eople, 


2 Man ſhall pers, but ſuch that\obzy nor % bel 
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People, and ſet it beute. heir Eyes, to wake. their 
Hearts, in its dit ingai Ming Glory, as he loved 22 

when he hated Ejau : As he choſe bis People is hin. 
felf, when he cuſt others away, &c. * 1. 2. "I. 
41; 9. What vain Man ſhall attempt to make it 
common ? And reply againſt Gop,' When a had de- 
— N that ſome are freely ſaved, and 
others ri ſly periſh ? Shall the T 2d; 

unto bin r ormed it, Why haſt 1 195 
Heathinot the Potter Power over the Clay, of ib fund 
Lump, 16 make one Veſſel unto Honpur, and 'atiothes 
ante Difbonowr 7 Let all Fleſh be filent before che 
fovercign Lord of Heaven and Earth, while they 
hear him fay, * I will be us to whom I will 
be gtacicus, and will ſhew Mercy on whom I wilt 
ſbew Metey.“ And let thoſt chat cavil avGed's 


Dearees, bs quarrel at his ſecret Will, turn theis 


Eyes to his revealed Will, according to which he 


earneſtly attend to the general Proclamation of he 
Goſpe!; which is * unto whoſoever will.” For not 


that t not come unto Cbri for: Life, And of un 
ſuch, every Mouth will be oppea, 
guilty before God; in the Day when he ſhall judge the 


G9/7 

And let 00 in 
1 ſov 
adore the Grace 


— Wey are feved 


OT OY "Hope chro Grace, ur in = 
709%. - 


” 
— ——— — — — 


will deal with all Nen at laſt, Let them quietly an 


and they berome 


Secrets of . Men 2 Jeſus aun according to is patrons 


terefted in God's ſpecial Bowe; in 
eteign diſtinguiſning Kindneſs, / adtmise and 
and in af 

holy Converſation and Godimeſs, walt warthy ef 
S8 0b, their own God, the God of Love, unto al 
pleaſing: While they have the Bleſſedneſs to ay- for 


DCC ̃ -H½ 2 - -— wSilO en c oe. 1v 
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Aſſurance of Faith, We have known and believed the 4 


TLave which God bath 10 m. Gon is Lo VE; And 
father Acorlleuh in Love, dwelleth, in God, and & od 
im ; 

A s to the other Text, dear Sir, Sheds 7 an \ Obiec- 
tion is rais'd againſt the Unchangeablenefs of God's 
Love and Grace, which you defir'd my Thoughts 

upon ; take them in a few Words briefly, | 

Kev. 22. 19. And if any Man ſhall take away from 
the Words of the Prophecy of this Book, God Hall take 
away his Part out of the Book of Life, and out of the 
Holy City, and from the Things which are written in 
this Book. By the Words of the Prophecy of this 

Book, 1 humbly think, we are to underſtand, 1. The 

Canon of the Holy Scriptures in general. And 2. 

This Book of the Revalttion: in particular. And by 
the former Clduſe, I any Man ſhall take away from 

' the Words, &c. we may underſtand; That if any 

Man who profeſſeth to be a Chriſtian, ſhall * to 
dem any Part of the Holy Scriptures, and not re- 

ceive the Whole of God's revealed Will; as the Rule 

of his Faith and Practice: (abiding in this Sin) God 

ait vate away bis Part out of the Book of Life, &c. 

För God having given the Whole of the Holy 

Scriptures to his Church, as a complete Rule of their 

Faith and Practice; he gives unto every true Mem- 

ber thereof, ſuch a Faith, that receives the I bole of 

tlie Divine Revelation, for. all the Ends for which 

God gave it. And if any profeſſing Chriſtian, ſhall 

dare to tale away, or deny any Part of the ſacred 

Oracles; - which God hath given to his Church, and 

for himſelf. ſhall refuſe to hear and obey the Will of 

Bod therein: God ſhall take. awwey his Part, c. Gop 

ho do 1 it, in Vindication-of 1 "OWN Honour © Non | 
n 36; 2 al 


\ of 2 0 15 
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ſhall ſhew his Wrath upon that Man, ſhall appoint 
him his Portion with Unbelievers, for deſpiſing his 
| Authority, which is upon every Part of 'Holy Writ : 
He. refuſing to hear what the Spirit ſaith to the 
. Churches 4 in order to their eternal Life by Chriſt ; 
ſhall have no Part nor Lot in that Glory.—By the 
Book of Life, we may underſtand, 1. The Decree of 
Election: Or, God's eternal and immutable Decree, 
in chuſing and appointing a certain Number of Men in 
Chriſt unto eternal Life: Who were as particularly 
known unto God, and appointed to this glorious 
End, as if their Names were written in a Boot. 
And 2. The Decree of Redemption: Or, God's or- 
daining the Redemption of Sinners by Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the Means to that great End of Election, viz. 
Their eternal Life. "Aba. in this Book, Chriſt the 
Mediator, was written as the great Redeemer, and 
the Names, the particular, individual Perſons, of all 
thoſe given to him to be redeemed by him, from 
_ enaleſs Death, unto eternal Life Down we read of 
the LAMB's Bool of Life. Again, The Holy Scrip- 
tures, which were given Nh 13838 of Gop, by 
the immediate Dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, 
likewiſe be ſtiled, the Book of Life. y 4 that Canes 
therein is reveal'd as the only Way of Life, and the 
great Salvation of God in him, declar'd and pre- 
mis'd to believing Sinners, unto their eternal Life by 
him. But I humbly think, that this laſt may not 
be fo directly intended by the Booł Lie here: 
Becauſe of what follows, And out of the Holy Cith, 
by which we are to underſtand, the Glory of the 
New Feruſalem, and from the Things. which are 
written in this Book, viz. The Book of the Holy 
Scriptures in general, and ay? Book of the Revela- 
n 


tion 
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articular; Bat if che Holy Scriptures are à 
Part of che Invendinent of the Holy Ghoſt, by the 
Book of Life in this Text; then we are to underſtand 
the latter Clauſe of che Verſe, as an Explanation aid 
Repetition of part of what went before; for the fur- 
cher Manifeſtation and Aſſertion of che Truth, ard 
to ſhew the Greatneſs of that Man's Miſery, who 
ſhall ftand excluded from all the 'Glories of the 
Church at the laſt Day: Which ſhine in the Becla- 
ration thereof, with ſuch an amazing Splendor in 
this laſt Book of the Oracles of Gov. oh as to 
God's taking away that 'Man's Patt out of the Book 
of Life, and out of the Holy City, and from the 
T hings which are written in the Scriptures: We 
are not to think, that he ever had any real Part or 


Share aſſign'd him of God therein; but that all the 
Part that he ever had therein, was on 


ly as pretended 
by bimſelf, being a profeſs*d Chriſtian, or that 


ion in 


which as ſueh he ſeemed to have in the Eyes of others. 
Or, 


And this Part of his, God ſhall ate ataay: 
-folemnly declare him before Men and Angels, in the 
awful Day of Judgment, to have no Part nor Lot in 
his Salvation by Jefus Chriſt. And this righteouſly 
for his Sin, in taking away a Part of God's revealed 
Will in his Word: By and according to the'Whole 
-of which, his great Salvation in Chriſt, was declar'd, 
1 and hall de forever enjoy'd by his ſaved 
es. 89114 911. 
And that we ſhould thus imderftand, God's taking 
away this Man's Part, will 2 187 by a Compare of 
two Texts. As Meayk 4 For he that hath, (i. e. 
in Rentity) to him Kan“ be ren; and he that hath 
not, (i &. nor im Reality) from him ſhall be taken 
even that which he'batÞ-: "THE 18, It N or Pre- 
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tenſion. Which appears, when this is hedught to 
Luke 8 18. For whoſoever- hath, to him ſhall be 
given; and whoſoever - hath, not, from bim ſhall be 
Ay even that which he ſeemeth to have. In * 
is laid, and he that hath not, from him ſhall be 
= even that which he batb. And in Lake, 
Fal of the ſame Perſon and Thing, from him 

|-be taken even that which he ſeemeth to have. 
So. that a Perſon is ſometimes ſaid in Scripture to 
laue, that which. he only ſeemetb to have, or hath 
only in. Preten/ion, or Shew: And that this that 
which he bath, which he ſeemed to have, . ſhall. be 
| taken from him, and the Truth made. manifeſt before 
- al hat, he had nt, thay. , Which he ſeed to have; 
ark as, be. thall as ae __ i 
with thoſe who haue in Reality t ear Sir. 
we are to underſtand, God's taking away that Man's 
Part out of the Book. of - Life, &c. who. dares. to 
take. away any Part of the revealed Will of Cd given 
® _ N Ich. 
| ere ſeems to be an Agrecableneſs between 
his 95. and his Puniſhment, For by the Man's 
taking away from the Holy Scriptures, we are to 
$64 ka what he doth declaratively, in denying the 
Divine Authority thereof: Not that thereby he could 
take away. from the Scriptures really : The Whole 
of the Divine Revelation being kept entire in the 
Hands of God for his Church. And thus in like 
Manner, God ſhall. take away bit Part (that which 
he ſeem d to have) out of no Book of Life, &c. 
That is, declgratively, God ſhall, dem that Man. of 
his pretended Part in his Salvation, ſhall declare be- 
Pg all, chat he really. no, Lot nor Share with 
thoſe who were ordain'd 4 55 him unto. eternal Life 


and Glory. 
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For, my Brother, out of the Book of God's De- 
eree, and out of the Book of his New-Covenant Pro- 
miſe, no Name, no Perſon, no Man's Part can be 
really taken, The Decrees of God are immutable 
and eternal, and his Promiſe faithful. And thoſe 
who of old found Grace in his Sight, to be written 
for Life, to be -ordain'd unto eternal Life by 7 of 


Chriſt, and who as Believers in bim, had the Prom 
thereof given them: From an Immenſity, an 
mutability, and an Eternity of Love in God's Heart 
towards them; ſhall 3 the full and everlaſtirg 
Poſſeſſion of that vaſt Inheritance given them; accord- 
ing to his never-failing Promiſe, unto which they 
were predeſtinated. Ta the Praiſe. of of the Glory 7 
God's Grace, his free, 9 immutable 10 
eterbal Grace, wherein He hath mad e them accepted 
(everleſtngly accepted). in the Berovsr. 

Let us th rae * dear Brother, av Beljevers in 
i, g 


aith and Love, In Hope of that 
eternal Life, e God that. cannot lie a 
For, Unto all thoſe be I Continiua) n Well- 
going, ſeek: for Glery,. r, and Immoriality ; Gon 
wilb give Bere foes, Rom. 2. 7.—And now, if any 
Thing I have. wrinteg,.! ay ſerve under Divine In- 
fluence, to; clgar up, the * ruth of Chriſt's Goſpel, and 
Ayrther- the Faith: of his People: Unto the Lon» 
:plone be al * Glory, I remain, dear Sir, = 
TY. © l- Hoc Fe 
Hof) i > Tour: : affeionat Friend and Servant 
1H N i 
gon vin y } ts our 7 mf precious Loud J ESVS,. 
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Daa, Str 


[AM glad that you bi and Rr after bert. 
- tual 1650 7 For you they are . or of tow | 


preps 1 Yo 

after all Grade and God will | ot it. Ke to 
Bis Ricbes in Glory 9, by Chrift eu. 
Jou wiſh, dear Sir, That you could ſabſcribe; 
without heſitating, In our precious Lord Jeſus 
< Chriſt,” Oh, Is Chrift precious: to you ? Methinks 
He is, by that Epithet you give Him, Can you. 
fay, That the Chriſt of God, the Saviouk of Sin- 
nets, igf{/togetber Lovely in your View, when 
get a Glimpſe' of his Glory ? And- that He is unto 
u, The Chiefeſt among ten 7. boufand ? If /, Chriſt 
is precious unto you, If ſo ; you are in'Chrift, a Be- 
kever in the Son of God. Your Beloved is yours, and 
you are his. And, Neither Death, nor Life, Things 
preſent, nor 7. bings to come, ſhall ever ſeperate you 
from his Love. — For God's Honour then, and your 
own Joy, Believe your Intereſt in Chriſt; poſſeſs your 
Portion, your vaſt Inheritance in the Son of God. 
Live pdyfully under the Reign of Grace, as an Heir 
of Glory. And, walk whrihy of Gop, of your near 
Relation to Him, and entire Intereſt in Him, unto 
all pleaſing. The Grace, the All ſufficient Grace, 9 


Cbriſt, 


1 
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Chriſt, be with your 135 In Jzsvs our Beloved, 


b 1 , 37 


your” 0 , and mine, 


am, dear Sir, | 
EL our vey 422 Friend. 
u. * Kumble Servant, 8 | " 


3 4M 1 | if RK $44) 


wy 1. * 7 T r R LXXVI. e 
Id = TINT | To Mr, 25. N N 


Find you s 0 pennt me, as 1 Jer WI vin Nos 
reſpective Trials. O'what à 78555 6 
we are Flow: Members of the Boch rift I 305 
that from Fim the dear erke Head of the 
Ehßurch in his 'Bowsls we bear: one ade s Burdens. 
If-ohe Member | fuffer,, the reſt ſuffer with it; and if 
one Member id hon d, the reſt rejoice with ii: Bo- 
caufe the ſame _—_ from Chrifethe Heag, fla thro® 
Due a y bis Rua, Working in the 
Aare ore Intreaſt is made of the Bady, 
to Weg 41 tſetf in Love. 

It is a Mercy, my dear Brother, a Privilege un- 
be of Sion Ground. Yet a little while, 
and che Logo will ariſe, and have Mercy upon Sion, 
and comfort all ther ' waſte Places. Her Wilderneſs 
fhall' be like Eden, and her. deſert, as the Garden of 
the Lon Dp. None of her Vallies, but ſhall be exalted, 
nor of her little Hills, but ſhall rgoice. 2 Hide 
The Lord will fend out a plentiful Rain, to refreſh, 
wary Heritagt. And the 'parched Places, hell 726 

come: MA Wt, and the: By Laus, 
$ Not a di Rae zHatit att, . e Soul, 


| ere 34 2 — nog 


F; 


WS. m6, 
among all Sion's Mourners, but ſhall be comforted, 
refreſh'd, and abundantly fatisfy'd, as the Loxp's 
People, with the Loxy's Goodneſs, Light and 
Life, from Cbriſt our Glory-Sun, ſhall ſwallow up 
Death and Darkneſs, and make a bright glorious Day, 
in Sion's Horizon, unto verdant Spring, and endleſs 
Summer. And in that Day it ſball be ſaid, Lo, this is 
our God, we have waited for Him, and He will fave 
- us: This is the Loxp, we have waited for Him, we 
_ will be glad, and rejoice in his Salvation. — Let us go 
on then, my dear Brother, by Faith and Love, to 
ſeek the Lord, and by Patience of Hope, let us wait 
for Him. For, Eye hath not ſeen, . nor Ear heard, 
thoſe great and glorious Things, which God hath pro 
pared for them that wait for HI: To be enjoy'd by, 
them initially and partially in this World, and com- 
pletely and totally in the World to come. Blelt are 
that happy Number, that pray for the Peact Jeru- 
ſalem: They ſhall proſper that love ber. The Grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift be -with your Spirit! In Him, 
my dear Brother, 1 am, tl tf, end 

| | Tours AﬀtGunately, .. Pi! 


LET TEKLAENM 5 
To Mrs. rr. 
DT BE XBL A 48.5 7 6361026 PE5 IB. =_— 446: 7 
Dear Madam © e woo 
> a F HAR. : 1 
TOW exceeding precious is Jesus CARIST 
1 What an ineffably great and glorious Portion 


y Souls. that are intergfted in him! 
tg. $16 iu 
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, . , 9 f 
13 „ wg N 
„een =] 


is HE, to the hap} | 
And is He your Portion, ? And is He nine? 
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have enough, we have ALL! All that our Souls can 
want or wiſh,. for Time and Eternity, in the great 


Perſon of our Beloved. Thanks be to God for the 
Gift of his Son, for us and to us, Thanks be unto 


God, for this his unſpeakable Gift ! Let us rejoice in our 
wondrous Lor! Let us live upon our Loxp, and to 
Him, until we are bleſt with the endleſs Viſion of his 
nfimite Glory, and the full * of his Greal 
OBLF | 


Millions of Years, cur wond'ring Eyes 
« Shall o'er his Beauties rove, 

„And endleſs Ages, we'll adore 
„The Glories of his Love! 5 


That the Love of God our Father, the Grace of 
Chriſt, and the Communion of | the Holy Ghoſt may be 


With you: is the hearty Deſire of, dear Madam, 


Your. moſt Humble Servant, 


© 


in your Lord and mine, 


; j 
o 
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